 La. Chapter of the American Fisheries Society
2005 Annual Meeting Minutes

 The 2005 Annual Meeting of the Louisiana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society was held at the LSU Energy, Coast, and Environment Building in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on February 3-4, 2005.  The meeting’s theme was “Casting Out to the Public:  Extension, Education, Outreach.”  The meeting boasted six invited speakers, 33 oral presentations, a six-member education/outreach/extension panel discussion, a poster session with 16 contributed posters, seven education/outreach/extension exhibits, a business meeting, and of course, the now famous LAAFS crawfish boil. Once again, records were broken with 77 professionals and 53 students in attendance (130 total registrants).  

The meeting was organized through the efforts of President-Elect Jill Jenkins, President Glenn Thomas, Past-President Terrence Tiersch, Secretary-Treasurer Kristi Butler, Past-Secretary/Treasurer Dave Nieland, Newsletter Editor Herb Holloway, Abstract Editor Tena Helton , and Angela Capello, Robert Romaire, Craig Gothreaux, Kate Carpenter, Melissa Baustian, Kevin Boswell, Tyler Campbell, and John Supan.         

Special thanks are extended to the LSU Coastal Fisheries Institute, the LSU School of the Coast and Environment, and the LSU Aquaculture Research Station for providing the Chapter with the meeting and social venues.  For the outstanding exhibits that filled the rotunda during our meeting, we thank the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program, the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act, Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium, National Biological Information Infrastructure, and the Louisiana Sea Grant College Program.  These exhibits provided fine examples of what these organizations are doing to reach the public with accurate scientific information concerning environmental issues.  

We also thank the following local businesses and organizations for donating raffle items to our allied student organizations, the LSU Marine Environmental Researchers (MER) and the LSU Aquaculture and Fisheries Club (AFC):  Cajun Gallery and Frames, Chimes Restaurant, Serrano’s, Hookhider, Bayou Blades, Academy Sports, V and M Baits; Ducks Unlimited, Chris’ Specialty Meats, Bailey Enterprises (Cookin’ Pots), Spillway Sportsmen, Bayou Charters, Bowie Outfitters, Coach Nick Saban; Louisiana Fish Fry Products; Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, McIlhenny Corporation, Perks Coffee and Teas; Louisiana Oyster Dealer and Growers Association; The Wine and Cheese Shop Café, Ocean Commotion, and CC Lockwood.  
The Chapter Business Meeting was called to order by President Glenn Thomas at 11:35 AM, February 4, 2005.  With 40 members present, the first order of business was the Secretary/Treasurer’s Report.  Kristi Butler reported that the 2004 meeting minutes were posted on the Chapter’s website so a motion was made by Angela Capello to accept the minutes as printed.  Bobby Reed seconded the motion.  It was further reported that as of January 1, 2005, the checking account had a balance of $885.76 and the savings account had a balance of $4,875.81.  The 2004 expenses were all meeting related and totaled $4,813.49.  

President Glenn Thomas then called for old business.  The Student Activities Committee Co-Chair, Craig Gothreaux, reported that the organizations grossed $1100 from this year’s raffle at the crawfish boil, exceeding last year’s raffle profits by $400.  This was no doubt due to the acquisition and raffle of one Nick Saban-signed LSU football and a surprise auction of a second one.  The profits will be split between the two organizations 

Webmaster Kristi Butler reported updates to nearly all pages on the Chapter’s website.  She spoke of planned changes to the website including adding previous mid-year meeting minutes and the 2003-2005 member demographics to the History Page, adding the 2005 annual meeting information (minutes, student awards, abstracts, photos) to the site, adding an “Amazing Fish Story” page, and adding an Outreach/Extension/Education page with links to key people and organizations throughout the state.  She also asked that the membership continue sending in photos and information for the website. 
President Glenn Thomas then expressed heartfelt thanks on behalf of the chapter to long-time newsletter editor Herb Holloway who asked to be replaced this year.  A hand-out describing the newsletter editor’s job duties was distributed to the members.  Quenton Fontenot volunteered for the position.    President Thomas thanked Mr. Fontenot and welcomed him to the EXCOM.
Abstract Editor Tena Helton gave a brief report on improvements needed to make the abstract editing process operate more smoothly in the future.  She suggested having authors submit their abstracts in a manner that specifies what type of abstract they are submitting and that indicates if they are a student.  For example, professionals would submit their abstracts as “JenkinsOral.doc” or “JenkinsPoster.doc.”  A student would submit their abstracts as  “SmithOralStudent.doc” or “SmithPosterStudent.doc.”   Her suggestions were very much appreciated by the membership.  
President-Elect Jill Jenkins stepped up to the podium and expressed the Chapter’s sincere gratitude to Abstract Editor Tena Helton.  She then awarded Tena with a boxed pen set inscribed ”With appreciation to Editor Helton.  LAAFS 2005”.   She also gave thanks on the Chapter’s behalf to Robert Romaire, Craig Gothreaux, Kate Carpenter, Tyler Campbell, Dave Nieland, Steve Filipek, Terrence Tiersch, John Supan, and Angela Capello for their important contributions to the annual meeting.
John Supan then took the floor to announce this year’s Student Awards.  Awards were presented to:
Abstract Awards

1st Place:  Fernando Jimanez (with Terrence Tiersch, Jill Jenkins, and Jerome F. La Peyre), LSU Agricultural Center.  Detection of cell proliferation of somatic tissues from the Eastern oyster by flow cytometry.
2nd Place:  Qiaoxiang Dong (with Changjiang Huang and Terrence Tiersch), LSU Agricultural Experiment Station, Cumulative effects define quality of cryopreserved oyster sperm.

3rd Place:  William Campbell (with Amy M. Guitreau and Terrence Tiersch), LSU Aquaculture Research Station.  Spectrophotometric estimation of sperm concentration in blue catfish.
Poster Awards

1st Place:  Stephanie Gauthier (with Jill Jenkins), National Wetlands Research Center, USGS.  Hematology of sturgeon from the lower Mississippi River Basin:  What blood can tell us about sturgeon..

2nd Place:  Jenn Lasseigne (with Jessica Occhionero, Justin Getzinger, Amanda Lyons, and Gary LeFleur, Jr.), Nicholls State University, Department of Biological Sciences.  Establishing a survey for reproductive health in the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary.
3rd Place:  William Campbell (with Amy M. Guitreau and Terrence Tiersch), LSU Aquaculture Research Station.  Spectrophotometric estimation of sperm concentration in blue catfish.
Oral Presentation Awards

1st Place:  Michael D. Kaller (with William Kelso), LSU Agricultural Experiment Station, School of Renewable Natural Resources.  Effects of woody debris surface area and dissolved oxygen on coastal plain stream macroinvertebrate communities.
2nd Place:  Marc Acosta (with Quenton Fontenot and Allyse Ferrara), Nicholls State University, Bayousphere Research Laboratory.  Feeding behavior changes of juvenile bluegill Lepomis macrochirus due to ingesting red imported fire ants Solenopsis invicta.
3rd Place:  Pamela MacRae (with James Cowan), LSU Coastal Fisheries Institute.  A community approach to identifying essential fish habitat of spotted seatrout, Cynoscion nebulosus, in coastal Louisiana.
President Elect Jenkins next gave a quick presentation of demographic information compiled from the 2004 Annual Meeting registration forms. Attendance at the 2004 meeting consisted of 57% professionals and 43% students.  Of the professionals, 75% were involved through academia, 17% were involved through state government, 6% were involved through federal government, and 2% were from private industry.  Seventy-two percent of us are males and 80% of us are from Southeast Louisiana.  
Chapter Past-President Terrence Tiersch then made his report as the Awards Committee Chair.  Dr. Tiersch proposed creating an annual award for presentation by the chapter.  The committee would like to develop the criteria and process for the award during 2005 with the first presentation of this award taking place at the 2006 annual meeting.  He asked for suggestions for the award type, the selection process, and deserving candidates.  
As History Committee Chair, Dr. Tiersch reported that all of the abstracts for the 1982-1989 Mid-Year Workshop had been scanned into PDF files to post on the Chapter’s website.  He returned the original copies to Past-President Dugan Sabins.  He spoke of plans to establish a timeline for the Chapter that documents meeting dates and sites, activities and officers, photographs, demographic analyses, and assorted other memorabilia.  He requested copies of the Book of Abstracts for annual meetings, copies of newsletters, photographs, and any other memorabilia from anyone who might have them.  He made special mention that all items would be scanned and returned intact to their owners.  The committee hopes to create a searchable database for the Chapter’s history.  
President Glenn Thomas then began with new business.  The first item was a question on whether or not the Chapter would like to submit a proposal to host the 2009 AFS Annual Meeting.  After several minutes of discussion, it was decided that the Chapter was not ready to host a meeting of this magnitude.   Terrence Tiersch suggested that we focus on the question “At what point would the Chapter large enough to consider something like this?”
The next item was the announcement of the 2006 annual meeting site.  The meeting will be a joint meeting with the Mississippi Chapter, probably in Biloxi.  President Thomas then mentioned that a meeting site outside of Baton Rouge would be considered for 2007. He asked for members outside of Baton Rouge to consider the possibility of hosting the 2007 meeting.  
President Thomas then called for any other new business.  Jay Huner proposed that the Chapter consider affiliating with the Louisiana Wildlife Federation, who has more than 13,000 members.  President Thomas said that it would be considered during the next meeting of the executive committee.
With no other new business, the meeting adjourned at 12:10 pm.
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