
2006 Annual Meeting Minutes
Louisiana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society


The 2006 annual meeting was held jointly with the Mississippi Chapter of the AFS at the beautiful Eola Hotel in Natchez, MS on January 31-February 2, 2006.  Sixty-six members from the Louisiana Chapter and 28 members from the Mississippi Chapter attended the meeting for which the theme was “The Lower Mississippi River Basin”.  The meeting consisted of a Lower Mississippi River Symposium, five regular sessions, two concurrent sessions and two poster sessions.  Two of the regular sessions were devoted to hurricane information relative to the impacts of the 2005 hurricanes on fisheries and fisheries habitats in the states of Louisiana and Mississippi.    Attendees were treated to fifty-five oral presentations, six posters, an education/outreach display, a social, and a banquet dinner.   Special guests included Pat Mazik, President of the Southern Division of the AFS and Robert Curry, President-Elect of the Southern Division of the AFS.   
    
The meeting was organized through the efforts the Meeting Organizing Committees of both chapters.  The Louisiana organizing committee consisted of President-Elect Jill Jenkins, President Glenn Thomas, Past-President Terrence Tiersch, Secretary/Treasurer Kristi Butler, Past-Secretary/Treasurer Dave Nieland, Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Quenton Fontetnot, Outreach and Education Committee Chair Angela Capello, Communications Committee Chair Troy Baker, LSU Aquaculture Club Executive Committee Member Craig Gothreaux, LSU Marine Environmental Resources Club Chair Kirsten Simonsen, and Student Award Chair John Supan. The Mississippi organizing committee consisted of President Jack Killgore, President-Elect Jan Hoover, Past-President Larry Pugh, Secretary/Treasurer Megan Ellis, Webmaster Kevin Hunt, Student Caucus Representative Brian Alford, and Student Award Chair Mark Peterson.  


One of the many highlights of this meeting was the banquet.  Guest speaker Jim Barnett, Director of the Division of Historic Properties for the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, gave an informative talk on the historical use of the Lower Mississippi River area by the Natchez Indians.  Following Mr. Barnett’s talk, each Chapter took turns giving out special awards and recognition for service.  
 The Louisiana Chapter gave out it’s first ever “Lifetime Achievement Award”.  Ron Becker of Louisiana’s Sea Grant College Program was the recipient of this prestigious award.   Dr. Chuck Wilson, former Louisiana Chapter of AFS President, and current LSU Vice Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor, stated in his nomination of Ronald Becker, Associate Director of the Louisiana Sea Grant College Program, that:  “Ron has been a ‘behind the scenes’, unsung hero, of the Louisiana Sea Grant College Program since its inception in 1970.  His insight and energy have been a driving force in the strategic investments that Sea Grant has made in science and scientists over the past 3½ decades.  Ron has an incredible ability for selecting and linking scientists who have applied visions and can make a difference.  Ron's support of programs like the Coastal Fisheries Institute, the Atchafalaya Program, the Gulf Oyster Industry Program, and Ron Malone's bead filters are just a few examples of success stories where LA Sea Grant's vision for and investment in programs and people have led to ‘world class’ research teams which have subsequently evolved into large federally funded research programs.  Ron has never sought credit for the hard work and extra time that he has contributed to shaping the coastal science community of Louisiana.” 
John Supan, Louisiana’s Student Award Chair, presented awards to Louisiana students as follows: Best Poster – Stephanie Cogburn [LSU], 1st Place Oral Presentation -  Craig Gothreaux, [LSU], 2nd Place Oral Presentation – Michelle Satterwhite, [LSU], and 3rd Place Oral Presentation – Johnathan Davis, [Nicholls State University].  
The Chapter presented Megan Ellis and Kevin Hunt of the Mississippi Chapter with engraved pens for their efforts in serving as abstract editors.  Former Louisiana Chapter President Jan Dean was awarded with an engraved crawfish paddle for submission of the winning cover art photo for the Book of Abstracts.  Catherine Murphy of the Army Corps of Engineers was given a gift as an honorable mention for her drawing of a flathead catfish pictured on the banquet program.  Raffles to benefit student organizations were held by student groups from both states.  


Special thanks are extended to the Army Corps of Engineers, the Southern Division of the American Fisheries Society, and Conestoga-Rovers for monetary donations making this meeting possible.  The Chapter also thanks Co-op Bookstore, Academy Sports, Gulf Coast Outfitters, Bowie Outfitters, The Backpacker, Raising Cane’s, The Chimes, Perks Coffee & Tea, and Metro Mail Express for their valuable contributions used in the annual student club raffle.  Gratitude is extended to invited speakers Don Jackson, Chris Piehler, David Biedenharn, Steve Ellis, Hal Schramm, Bobby Reed, Bruce Reid, and Ron Nassar.  Gratitude is extended to Angela Capello, Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries’ Aquatic Education Coordinator and LA AFS Education Committee Chair for her efforts in collecting and displaying outreach and education materials from various Louisiana organizations and agencies.   Thanks also to Michael Harden of Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries’ Marine Fisheries Division, for volunteering to be the meeting photographer.     
  
The Chapter business meeting was called to order by President Glenn Thomas at 11 a.m. on February 22nd.  The first order of business was the Secretary/Treasurer’s report by Kristi Butler.  Secretary/Treasurer Kristi Butler stated that the 2005 annual meeting minutes had been posted on the website for over 6 months.  A motion was made that the minutes be accepted and read. The motion was seconded.  She then reported that the Chapter had a savings account balance of $3612.88 and a checking account balance of $3904.45.  All 2005 expenses were meeting related and totaled $4,313.07.  

Old business consisted of committee reports.  Craig Gothreaux reported on behalf of the LSU Aquaculture & Fisheries Club and the LSU Marine Environmental Researchers.  Craig reported that the clubs had participated in a successful retreat with the Mississippi student organization prior to the joint meeting.  He also reported that the student clubs had raised a total of $300 with this year’s raffle.  

Past-President Terry Tiersch reported on the activities of the History Committee.  The committee would like to consolidate its efforts to the website by continuing to gather old meeting abstracts and other chapter information from the members, digitizing the materials, and posting them on the website.  He requested that any members who run across any old chapter information that may be of interest to please contact him at ttiersch@agctr.lsu.edu.  


The Webmaster and Newsletter Editor reports were given by Quenton Fontenot.  For the newsletter part of his job, Quenton asked the members if they preferred numerous small emails or a few big emails.  No response was given, so he said he would continue to send smaller emails.  


This year’s Abstract Editor was a Mississippi Chapter officer and was attending Mississippi’s business meeting, so was represented by Jill Jenkins.  Jill praised Kevin Hunt’s efforts in using a spreadsheet and called on the membership to begin considering or volunteering for the Abstract Editor position for next year’s meeting.  President Glenn Thomas mentioned that there were discrepancies between the Chapters’ normal procedures for abstracts which caused problems for students at the last minute.  It also caused problems with the judging of the abstracts.  
  
Angela Capello reported on behalf of the Chapter’s Education Committee.  She reported that her committee had met informally a few times as sidebar meetings to other meetings they were attending over the year.  

The Meeting Organization Committee report was given by Jill Jenkins.  Jill reported that the committee meets approximately 8 times a year and begins planning the next annual meeting immediately following the current annual meeting.  She expressed a need for volunteers to assist with organizing the meeting.     


President Glenn Thomas stepped up to present the Chapter’s service awards.  Awards were presented to President-Elect Jill Jenkins, Secretary/Treasurer Kristi Butler, Newsletter Editor/Webmaster Quenton Fontenot, Former Newsletter Editor Herb Holloway, and Past-President Terry Tiersch.  Terry received the President’s Special Service Award.  President-Elect Jill Jenkins then awarded LSU Aquaculture & Fisheries Club Excom Member Craig Gothreaux with the Meeting Committee Service Award.  


The inevitable transfer of the presidency was next on the agenda.  President-Elect Jill Jenkins summarized the achievements of President Glenn Thomas and presented him with a plaque with her thanks.

New President Jill Jenkins remarked on several items of interest including the Hutton Award, Chapter demographics, hurricane impacts and recovery efforts, and the Chapter’s website.  She then opened the floor for nominations for officers.  Troy Baker and Quenton Fontenot were nominated for President-Elect while Kristi Butler was nominated for Secretary/Treasurer.  Nominations were closed and candidates were asked to leave the room while elections were held.  Quenton Fontenot was elected as chapter President-Elect and Kristi Butler was elected Secretary/Treasurer.  

The next item on the agenda was new business.  President Jill Jenkins talked about the formation of the new AFS Hurricane Relief Task Force, chaired by Don Jackson.  Pat Mazik, President of the Southern Division of the AFS spoke on new business with the Southern Division and the AFS.  She reported that the SDAFS and the AFS are in good financial shape, due to the publication revenues and successful spring meetings.  She mentioned some of the ideas circulating on how to best spend available funds.  She discussed the AFS Hurricane Relief Task Force and ideas that the task force has presented as possible relief aids.   President Jenkins thanked Pat for her remarks and for coming to our meeting.  She also thanked Pat and the Southern Division for their generous donation of $2,500 to help with this year’s meeting expenses.  

The next topic under new business was the proposal to make the Awards Committee a standing committee.  Terry Tiersch agreed to serve as chair.  The location for our next meeting was then discussed.  Quenton Fontenot proposed the National Park Service’s Jean Lafitte Wetlands Acadian Cultural Center on the banks of Bayou Lafourche in Thibodaux as the next meeting site.  

A call for any other new business was made.  An open discussion concerning the current standard operating procedure (SOP) for organizing the annual meeting was spawned at this time.  The general consensus was that the SOP was in need of revisions to include the organization of a joint annual meeting.  Quenton reported that the webmaster job was too big for one person and suggested the formation of a Website Committee.  Sean Jackson, Allyse Ferrara, and Theresa Cross volunteered to be a part of the proposed Website Committee.   It was also mentioned that with Quenton’s newly elected status of Chapter President-Elect, it would be wise to begin looking for a new Webmaster, who would serve as the chair of the Website Committee.  A few names were mentioned; none of whom were present to accept or decline.  

Exactly one hour after the meeting began, a motion was made by Kristi Butler to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Bobby Reed.    
Submitted by
Kristi Butler,  LAAFS Secretary/Treasurer
April 28, 2006


