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     Members of the Louisiana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society met at the Jean Lafitte Wetlands Acadian Cultural Center in Thibodaux, Louisiana on February 1-2, 2007 for the 28th annual meeting.  Themed “Recipes for Recovery”, the meeting was the chapter’s first in-state meeting since the devastating 2005 hurricanes. The chapter unveiled it’s first seafood cookbook, Recipes for Recovery, a fundraiser offering a collection of seafood recipes by Louisiana fisheries biologists and residents.  

     The meeting was attended by 119 people (46 professionals, 44 graduate students, and 29 undergraduate students).  There were 28 oral presentations, 11 poster presentations, four displays, and a business meeting.  The social was held in the barn, at the Nicholl’s State University Farm.  Members enjoyed boiled crawfish, raw oysters, the annual student raffle/auction, and the Cajun band “Treater”.  
Acknowledgements

The Chapter depends heavily on its sponsors and on the hard work of the Meeting Organization Committee to put on such a successful meeting as was this meeting.  The Executive Committee thanks the following sponsors:

Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Foundation, Motivatit Seafoods, Inc., Inland Marine Management Corp., T. Baker Smith, Inc., Southern Division of the American Fisheries Society, Lafourche Volunteers for Family and Community, Jean Lafitte Wetlands Acadian Culture Center, Nicholls State University Department of Biological Sciences, LSU Department of Oceanography and Coastal Science, LSU Aquaculture Research Station, LSU Agricultural Center, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, National Wetlands Research Center (U.S. Geological Survey), Louisiana Sea Grant College Program, and Rousse’s Market.  

Members of the Meeting Organization Committee who helped to organize this

meeting were Jill Jenkins, Quenton Fontenot, Glenn Thomas, Kristi Butler, Allyse Ferrara, Dave Hickman, Dave Nieland, Troy Baker, Angela Capello, Gary Lafleur, Kirsten Simonsen, Jamie Maiaro, Craig Gothreaux, Mattilynn Dantin, Olivia Smith, and John Supan.  Many more students and dedicated members helped with organizing the meeting (for a complete list, see page iv of the abstracts).  

Most of the students that help with the meeting organization are affiliated with three student organizations:  Nicholls State Biology Society, LSU Marine Environmental Researchers, and LSU Aquaculture and Fisheries Club.  These three organizations teamed up during the annual meeting to hold a raffle/auction as a fundraiser for their organizations.  Thanks to the many donors (for a complete list, see page iv of the abstracts) this year’s raffle/auction raised $1059.00.  
    
Special thanks goes out to all who contributed recipes to the Chapter’s meeting theme cookbook and to Quenton Fontenot and Allyse Ferarra for doing such a great job with editing the cookbook.  

Chapter Business Meeting

     The 2007 annual business meeting was called to order by President Jill Jenkins with 60 people in attendance.  President Jenkins graciously thanked the meeting hosts from Nicholls State University.  Jenkins also expressed heartfelt thanks to the Southern Division of the AFS for their generous donation, which offset the annual meeting expenses by $2500.00.   On behalf of the Chapter, Jill thanked the Southern Division and the AFS for their extensive and continuing hurricane relief efforts.  Many Chapter members have received benefits due to this effort.  Some of those benefits include 2007 Chapter membership dues, travel assistance to fisheries meetings, 2007 AFS membership dues and online journal subscriptions for Chapter members who are also AFS members. (See page iii of the abstracts for the full acknowledgement)  She then highlighted several recent events affecting the chapter:  an officer meeting with the Louisiana Association of Professional Biologists to discuss how the two organizations could benefit each other, the possible development of an expertise database for the chapter website, updating the chapter’s demographics.  She also encouraged chapter members to become “parent-organization” or AFS members.    
     Southern Division AFS (SDAFS) President Bob Curry then updated the chapter on SDAFS and AFS activities.  Some of the highlights were: 2006 AFS meeting was the 2nd largest meeting in history, AFS approval of a new marine and coastal electronic journal, new AFS website, SDAFS Disaster Relief spent $30,000 in 2006 and had another $30,000 budgeted for 2007, AFS 2006 Best-Chapter Award was awarded to the TN Chapter, and the continuing success of the Hutton Program.  
Old Business
     Kristi Butler, Chapter Secretary/Treasurer, stated that the 2006 meeting minutes had been posted on the Chapters website for nearly a year and as such, asked for a motion that the minutes be accepted.  Allyse Ferrara made the motion and John Supan seconded.  A hard copy of the 2006 Secretary/Treasurer’s report was handed out to attendants.  The report showed total 2006 receipts as $4032.56 and expenses as $7648.19.  Assets at the end of 2006 were $1485.01.  Julie Delabbio made a motion to accept the 2006 Secretary/Treasurer’s Report and Troy Baker seconded.  

    Student Jamie Maiaro reported on behalf of the Student Committee that the students had a successful student retreat for all schools.  
    History Committee Chairman Terry Tiersch inspired thought on why chapter history is so important, encouraged participation in the chapter, and solicited more materials for the chapter archives.  

     Chapter Webmaster Dave Hickman reported that he had added hit counters onto the website.  The home page had received 1,554 hits since May of 2005 and the Amazing Fish Pictures Page had received 3,826.  He presumed that the Amazing Fish Pictures Page is a potential avenue for folks to learn about our Chapter.  He then solicited information for the website, including Amazing Fish Pictures, and he asked folks to contact him with any suggestions.  

     Newsletter Editor Allyse Ferrara asked if everyone was happy with the newsflashes and got no comments, so took that as a yes, and said she would continue the newsflashes as they were.  

     Gary Lafleur, Abstract Editor, reported on this year’s abstract submissions.  He reported no major problems but suggested a separate collection site for abstract submissions.  

     Education/Outreach/Extension Committee Chairman Angela Capello reported on activities within her agency and her committee including Ocean Commotion and Wetland Teacher Workshops.  
     President –Elect and Meeting Organizing Committee Chair Quenton Fontenot, reported that all went well with organizing the meeting including 450 pounds of crawfish, 500 gold-band oysters, and 2 ½ kegs of beer.  

  AWARDS

     This year’s cover art contest winner was Kirsten Simonsen for her photograph of a shrimp boat in the foreground of a Louisiana sunset.  Kirsten was awarded a brand new, never-been-used, crawfish paddle!  
     Two special awards were presented at this year’s meeting:  the Presidents Special Service Award and a Lifetime Achievement Award.  Long-time chapter member and former chapter Secretary/Treasurer, Dave Nieland, was awarded the President’s Special Service Award for his lasting service to the chapter.  Chapter President Jill Jenkins presented the award with the following comments:  

Even after his excellent service to the La. Chapter as Secretary/Treasurer, Dave 
has continued to faithfully serve the chapter wherever help is needed.   He has 
served as meeting photographer, venue liaison, graphic designer, and abstract 
cover printer.  Dave's dedication is unfailing, thinking of things that no one else 
has thought of, seeing through the details -- down to parking passes and approvals 
for on-campus kegs.  He recruits enthusiastic and talented students who have 
become a cornerstone of the Chapter.  He has seen through the printing of several 
meeting abstract books (thank you Louisiana Sea Grant), and has kept the cash 
box in his sights as needed.  His on-the-ground common sense has kept the 
visionaries in line.  We thank him and gratefully acknowledge his service, and 
look forward to working with him in the future.

       The Chapter posthumously awarded the prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award to former Chapter President Bruce Thompson.  Dr. Thompson passed away on January 5, 2007.  Chapter Past-President and Chairman of the Chapter’s Awards Committee, Glenn Thomas presented the award with the following comments:                                                            
Bruce earned his BS from Cornell, his MS and PhD from Tulane.  He was with the LSU system since 1977.  Bruce served as Louisiana Chapter AFS President from 1986-1988.  He had wide-ranging interests and expertise:  taxonomy, evolutionary and systematic relationships, life history strategies, behavior, ecology, rare and endangered species, coastal processes and fish habitat, and invasive species.  Bruce procured funding and conducted over 60 significant projects.  He directed 12 MS students and 6 PhD students.  He wrote numerous papers and gave hundreds of lectures, editorships, reports, and presentations.  Bruce was known for his boundless enthusiasm and renowned for making a distinct personal fashion statement.  Bruce had an encyclopedic knowledge of fishery science.  He was always happy to share and treated everyone as a peer.  Bruce was always involved with the Louisiana Chapter over the years and was an active “Ex-Excom” member.  He always attended our meetings and provided input and support for Chapter activities.  
His award was accepted by his wife Kathy and their children, Ethan, Melanie, and Wendy.  Upon acceptance of the award, Kathy Thompson stated that Bruce loved Louisiana and loved fish and fisheries sciences.  She said that there was nothing in his closet that didn’t have fish on it.  

NEW BUSINESS
     President Jill Jenkins opened the New Business section of the meeting by appointing Julie Delabbio as the Chapter’s Hurricane Relief Coordinator.  

     President-Elect Quenton Fontenot then tabled the issue of the Chapter hosting the 2010 SDAFS meeting.  Quenton suggested hosting the meeting in New Orleans.  Some open discussion followed.  Dave Nieland motioned to have the Chapter host the 2010 SDAFS meeting in New Orleans.  John Supan seconded.  A vote was called and there were none opposed.  
     The next order of business was the locations of the next two chapter meetings.  Dave Nieland motioned that the 2008 Chapter meeting be held in Baton Rouge.  Glenn Thomas seconded, stating that LDWF would like see a speckled trout symposium to the 2008 meeting.  Julie Delabbio then offered to host the 2009 Chapter meeting in Natchitoches.  
     And last, but certainly not least, Student Awards Chair John Supan awarded cash awards ($50 for 1st Place, $30 for 2nd Place, and $20 for 3rd Place) in three categories (abstracts, poster, and oral presentation) to the following students:


BEST ABSTRACTS – 



1st Place - David Wells





  



2nd Place - Chris Bonvillian





  



3rd Place -  Jamie Maiaro


BEST POSTER – 




1st Place – Kim DeMusser




      




2nd Place – Heather Dyer




      




3rd Place – Chris Bonvillian


BEST ORAL PRESENTATION – 


1st Place – David Wells









2nd Place – Kevin Melody









3rd Place – Johnathan Davis
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