Louisiana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society

Minutes of the 29th Annual Meeting

“Louisiana Fisheries:  Poised for Changes”, Jan. 31 – Feb. 1, 2008

Baton Rouge, La.  


The Louisiana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society held its 29th annual meeting, “Louisiana Fisheries:  Poised for Changes” at LSU’s Energy, Coast, and Environment Building in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on January 31 and February 1, 2008.  The meeting included 36 oral presentations, 8 poster presentations, two keynote speakers, and a Speckled Trout Symposium.  The Chapter also hosted a hospitality room for travelers at the conference hotel on the evening of January 30th, a student club fundraiser, and a social at Boudreaux and Thibodeaux’s in downtown Baton Rouge on January 31st.


The meeting was organized by the Program Committee (EXCOM) of Chair President-Elect Quenton Fontenot, President Jill Jenkins, Past President Glenn Thomas, Secretary-Treasurer Kristi Butler, Webmaster Dave Hickman, Newsletter Editor Allyse Ferrara, Student Club Chairs Kirsten Simonsen, Michelle Zapp, Chris Bonvillain, Kevin Melody, and Olivia Smith, Education Committee Chair Angela Capello, Proceedings Editor Mike Kaller, and Student Judging Chair John Supan.  The Chapter gratefully acknowledges the following meeting sponsors:  Southern Division of the American Fisheries Society, NSU Department of Biological Sciences, LSU School of the Coast and Environment, LSU Department of Oceanography and Coastal Sciences, LSU Aquaculture Research Station, LSU Agricultural Center, Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, National Wetlands Research Center (U.S. Geological Survey), and the Louisiana Sea Grant College Program.  

The student clubs acknowledge the following organizations for contributions to the student fundraiser:  Academy (Houma & Baton Rouge), Chimes (Baton Rouge), George’s (Baton Rouge), Hammond’s Cajun Seaplane Tours (Houma), Hooter’s (Baton Rouge), Mellow Mushroom (Baton Rouge), Purple Monkey Design (Baton Rouge), Top Water Charters (Cocodrie), Varsity Sports (Baton Rouge), and West Marine (Houma).  The student raffle/auction held at the meeting social on Thursday night raised a record-breaking $1485.00 for the participating student organizations.  Thanks to everyone who participated and contributed.  

The annual Business Meeting was called to order at 11:00 a.m. on Feb. 1, 2008.  Chapter Secretary/Treasurer noted that the 2007 meeting minutes were posted on the website.  A motion was made and seconded to accept these minutes.  Copies of the 2007 Financial Report (see attachment #1) were circulated. It is also important to note that a new federal law will require the chapter to file a report to the IRS beginning this year (for tax year 2007). 


Chris Bonvillain of the LSU Aquaculture and Fisheries Club reported that the annual student club fundraiser held at the meeting social on the previous evening raised a record $1,411.00.  Michelle Zapp of LSU’s Marine Environmental Researchers Club announced that MER is hosting the 2008 Southeastern Graduate Student Symposium and invited chapter members to attend the meeting.  Olivia Smith of the Nicholl’s State University Biological Society announced a March 15th “Beach Sweep” at Grand Isle, La., and invited members to participate.  
 
Past President Glenn Thomas, History Committee Chair, reported that the Chapter’s History Committee was trying to rejuvenate the chapter’s efforts to digitize chapter history documents and requested help from Ex-EXCOM members.  Dave Hickman, Chapter Webmaster, reported that there is plenty of space on the Chapter’s website for storing such information.  He also reported that the website’s Amazing Fish Pictures Page had in excess of 15,000 hits in 2007.  He encouraged members to send him pictures of unusual fish to post on this popular page.  

Mike Kaller, editor of the 2008 meeting abstracts, reported that he had some problems with conflicts between abstracts created in Word 2007 and those created in other versions of Word.  He recommended posting an abstract sample on the website and requiring abstracts to be submitted in *.pdf format to avoid these conflicts.  The program committee will take his comments into consideration for next year’s meeting.


Angela Capello, Education Committee Chair, reported on the activities of her committee (see attachment #2).  President-Elect Quenton Fontenot reported on behalf of the Meeting Organization Committee.  The only problem was a problem with children being allowed into the location where we held the meeting social.  At the time that the contract was signed, children were allowed into the facility because of its restaurant status.  When the social arrived, children were turned away, causing some members to have to leave, because of new emphasis on a law prohibiting children from entering the facility.  

John Supan, Student Judging Committee Chair, reported that the student judging went well.  There were 21 student oral presentations, 29 abstracts, and 8 poster submissions.  First ($50), second ($30), and third ($20) place awards were awarded in three categories:  oral presentation, abstract, and poster.  Oral presentation award recipients were Jody Callihan (1st place), Olivia Smith (2nd place), and Kirsten Simonsen (3rd place).  Abstract award recipients were Heather Olivier (1st place), Chris Llewellyn (2nd place), and Rafael Cuevas-Uribe (3rd place).  Poster award recipients were Craig Gothreaux (1st place), Peter Markos (2nd place), and Mason Piehler (3rd place).  

Glenn Thomas presented a posthumous lifetime achievement award to Rick Kazprzak, President of the Louisiana Chapter from 1998-1999, who passed away in May of 2007.  Rick was an expert on Gulf fish, known to many as Weigh-Master for many Gulf fishing rodeos.  He served on numerous panels for the GSMFC and the GMFMC, and was perhaps most well known for his role as the Louisiana Artificial Reef Program Leader.  He worked for the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for 27 years.  His wife, Michelle Kazprzak, was present to receive the award on his behalf.  

President Jill Jenkins presented several Chapter Service Awards.  Awards recipients were:

Glenn Thomas – Award of Appreciation, Outgoing Past-President


Allyse Ferrara – Award of Appreciation, Newsflash Editor


Quenton Fontenot – Award of Appreciation, Program Committee Chair

Mike Kaller – Award of Appreciation, Proceedings Editor


Dave Hickman – Award of Appreciation, Webmaster


Kristi Butler – President’s Special Service Award, Secretary/Treasurer


Kirsten Simonsen – Meeting Committee Service Award


Jim Cowan was awarded with a 2007 AFS Fisheries Management Section Award for his “inspirational leadership in the fishery profession and substantial
achievements for AFS and the fisheries resource”.  Because Dr. Cowan did not attended the annual AFS meeting in San Francisco, the Fisheries Management Section requested presentation at the LA AFS meeting where their would be a nice forum.

The next order of business was elections.  It was established that a quorum was present.  President-Elect Quenton Fontenot announced the nominations for President (Tim Ruth) and Secretary/Treasurer (Allyse Ferrara).  With no other nominations being made, Jim Cowan motioned to accept the nominations by acclimation.  Martin O’Connell seconded.  The new President-Elect and Secretary/Treasurer were then congratulated by Quenton Fontenot.  


President Jill Jenkins then transferred the Presidency to Quenton Fontenot.  President Quenton Fontenot remarked progress towards hosting the 2009 Southern Division meeting in New Orleans.  He requested help from the membership in the way of special session hosts and symposia and workshop topics.  


Steve McMullin, Southern Division AFS President-Elect thanked the Chapter for putting on a great meeting.  He commented on the Chapter’s strengths and encouraged the Chapter to continue growing by offering workshops and getting involved with the Hutton Program.  He reported that the SDAFS had wrapped up its hurricane relief efforts.  He announced the new officers of the SDAFS and invited Chapter members to attend the SDAFS meeting in Wheeling, WV.  He also reported that the parent organization is continuously striving to improve its electronic services and informed the chapter of some of the newer services.  He encouraged LA AFS members to join the parent society if they were not already members.  He is open to suggestions about how the parent society and SD AFS can assist the Louisiana Chapter.

President Fontenot solicited the membership for a newsflash editor since Allyse Ferrara would now be serving the Chapter as Secretary/Treasurer, then called for other new business.  Jim Cowan announced the availability of a new book through the AFS:  Red Snapper Ecology and Fisheries in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico, edited by William F. Patterson, III, James H. Cowan, Jr., Gary R. Fitzhugh, and David L. Nieland.  He also announced the coming of a new e-journal through the AFS concerning Marine Fisheries.  Past President motioned for the Judging Committee to become a standing committee, the motion was seconded by John Supan.  The Chair will automatically become an EXCOM member.

With there being no other new business, the meeting was resolved at approximately 11:45 a.m.

Submitted by:
Kristi Butler

February 22, 2008

(Attachment #1)

Louisiana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society

2007 Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

Beginning Balance:







$1485.01

Receipts:  


ACCOUNT INTEREST:





$    54.08

DONATIONS:






$3150.00


AFS DUES REBATE:





$  136.80


DUES:








$1610.00


REGISTRATION FEES:





$1516.00


BOOTH SPACE:






$  200.00

MEETING THEME COOKBOOK SALES



$1005.00








Receipts Total:  
$7671.88

Expenses:


MEETING EXPENSES:





$ 3906.08


POSTAGE & ENVELOPES:





$     21.73







Expenses Total:
$ 3927.81

Ending Balance:







$ 5229.08
(Attachment #2)  
LA Chapter AFS

Education Committee Report

February 1, 2008

Baton Rouge

LDWF Sponsored Aquatic Events:

· In collaboration with other conservation-oriented agencies, LDWF has sought to increase fishing opportunities and knowledge of fishing in our youth.  Each year over 5000 students throughout Louisiana participate in LDWF sponsored aquatic events.  These students not only get a chance to fish, but are educated in other disciplines of fishing as well, such as:  fish identification, knowledge of tackle and knot tying, boating safety, proper casting techniques and aquatic ecology.

· LDWF has acquired two donated travel trailers that will serve as traveling fishing clinics.  One trailer was donated by the Association of Louisiana Bass Clubs and the Louisiana Wildlife Federation.  The other trailer was donated by the Toledo Bend Lake Association.  These trailers will be used throughout the state in youth, handicapped and senior citizen fishing events.

NATIVE FISH IN THE CLASSROOM:

· This LDWF aquaculture stewardship project is in its 7th successful year.  The project is in 20 schools and with over 8000 students (intermediate to high school) participating in the project.

Wetland Teacher Workshops:  LDWF/BTNEP Partnership

· LDWF in partnership with the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program held WETSHOP 2007; a week long wetland workshop in June which trained Louisiana teachers about coastal wetlands, issues and history.  Seventeen educators representing 11 different parishes attended.  Once trained, these teachers returned to their parishes and collectively train and equip teachers around the state with the knowledge and resources to conduct lessons on Louisiana’s coastal wetlands, issues and history in their classrooms; an estimation of 40,000 Louisiana students will be impacted.  This year WETSHOP is scheduled to take place June 16 – 20, 2008.    

· Other agencies that provided classroom resources to workshop participants are CWPPRA, DNR, Lafourche Port Authority, La Sea Grant College Program, LUMCON and NRCS Plant Materials Center. 

Ocean Commotion:  A Louisiana Sea Grant College Program Sponsored Event

· Many of you here today have participated in Ocean Commotion which usually occurs in November.

· Ocean Commotion is a one-day educational event celebrating Louisiana’s coastal and marine resources.  Especially designed for K – 8 students and teachers, Ocean Commotion hosts interactive exhibits that give students the chance to learn about and touch the products of the sea and our wetlands – the animals, plants, and minerals – upon which Louisiana’s citizens depend.

· Since 1998, Ocean Commotion has reached over 25,424 K-8 students.  This year the event drew 2,262 students, 204 teachers and 272 parent/chaperones from 30 different schools.

LUMCON:

· Hosted a Water Quality Teacher Workshop in the fall.

· LUMCON is hosting several summer workshops for students as well as teachers.  

· Estuarine Awareness and Discovery Camp (for 9th – 12th grade students.

· Intro. To Marine Science, Corel Reef Ecology, Coastal Field Geology, and Marine Field Ecology (all teacher workshops).

· LUMCON’s Bayouside Classroom Stewardship Project is still ongoing.  This is a watershed stewardship project involving students in surrounding southeastern parishes. 

