 Louisiana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society 2009 Business Meeting
17 January 2009
Royal Sonesta Hotel

New Orleans, LA

The Louisiana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society hosted the 2009 Southern Division of the American Fisheries Society Spring Meeting “Gumbo Ya Ya: A Discussion on the Relationship between Fisheries Research and Management” in New Orleans, Louisiana, 15-18 January.  Because of the time and effort required to host the Spring Meeting, the annual LA AFS student oral presentation and abstract competitions were not held.  The annual LA AFS Business Meeting was held at the 2009 Spring Meeting.

The 2009 Spring Meeting was planned and organized by several committees under the Organizing Committee.  Quenton Fontenot was the General Meeting Chair and served as the chair of the Regional Fundraising, Sign, and Communications/Advertising Committees.  The Program and Abstract Submission Committees were chaired by Michael Kaller.   MattiLynn Dantin was chair of the Local Fundraising Committee.  John Supan and Allyse Ferrara were co-chairs of the Local Arrangements Committee.  Dave Nieland and Allyse Ferrara were co-chairs of the Registration/Finance Committee. The Audio/Visual Committee was chaired by Gary LaFleur.  Allyse Ferrara served as chair of the Workshops Committee.  Other members of the Organizing Committee included Jill Jenkins, Chris Green, Kevin Boswell, Glenn Thomas, Katie Lea, and Paula Ouder.
Meeting sponsors included the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program, Duke Power, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Georgia Power, Smith-Root, Hach, Advanced Telemetry Systems, and South Carolina Sea Grant.  Meeting sponsors and contributors included Nicholls State University Department of Biological Sciences, LSU School of the Coast and Environment, LSU Department of Oceanography and Coastal Science, LSU Aquaculture Research Center, LSU AgCenter, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, USGS National Wetlands Research Center, and the Louisiana Sea Grant College Program.  Advanced Telemetry Systems and Smith-Root set-up display booths in the poster session.
On Thursday, 15 January 2009, seven Technical Committee Meetings were held including Reservoirs, Warmwater Streams, Pollution, Alligator Gar, Catfish, Aquaculture, and Trout.  On Friday, 16 January 2009, four workshops were held including F.A.S.T., Gar Aging, Student Affairs, and Asian Carp.  The Student/Professional Social was held on Friday night.  Attendees ate jambalaya, drank Abita beer and danced to Cajun, Zydeco, and Swamp Pop tunes played by Don Fontenot (no relation to Quenton Fontenot).  On Saturday morning, 17 January 2009, Kerry St. Pé, Executive Director of the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program gave the plenary address.  On Friday and Saturday, total of 194 oral presentations were given during eight symposia (Pontchartrain Basin Fisheries, Atchafalaya River Basin, Gar, Adaptive Management, Nuisance Plants, Crayfish, Aquaculture, Large River, and Anadromous Fish) and multiple contributed sessions covering nine topics (Stream Ecology, Coastal Ecology, Advances in Fisheries, Rivers and Reservoirs, Black Bass, Fisheries Management, Community Ecology, Paddlefish, Aquaculture).  The poster session contained 28 posters.  Rebirth Brass Band played for the Saturday night Social and led a second line around the first floor of the hotel.  At the social attendees drank Abita beer and dined on Louisiana seafood, gumbo, seafood pasta, and red beans and rice.  
The LA AFS Business Meeting was called to order at 5:33 pm by Quenton Fontenot.

QUORUM VERIFICATION

Quorum verification – 50 LA AFS Chapter members were needed for a quorum.  Fewer than 50 Chapter members attended the Business Meeting, therefore no voting occurred at the Business Meeting.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS (Quenton Fontenot)

The SDAFS 2009 Spring Meeting was a success.  Prior to the meeting, low attendance was predicted primarily due to travel restrictions.  As of lunchtime on 17 January 2009, a profit was made from the meeting (Please see Attachment A).  The meeting was attended by 440 registrants.  The meeting consisted of 194 oral presentations, 28 posters, 7 concurrent sessions, 8 technical sessions, and 4 workshops.  Michael Kaller did a fantastic job organizing talks, posters, and sessions.  He was able to adjust the meeting schedule to accommodate everyone’s needs and requests.  Dave Nieland and Glenn Thomas did a great (and efficient) job running the meeting registration.

Guests in attendance at LA AFS business meeting included Steve McMullin (outgoing SDAFS President), Cecil Jennings (incoming SDAFS President), and Dave Coughlan  (SDAFS Secretary/Treasurer).

SDAFS PRESIDENT’S REMARKS (Steve McMullin)

Current economic conditions impacted meeting attendance.  The 2009 SDAFS Spring Meeting was expected to meet or surpass the attendance levels of the San Antonio, TX meeting.  The SDAFS budget is in good shape.  The AFS Membership Challenge was won by the Texas Chapter with 69% of the Texas Chapter members belonging to the Parent Society.  Please encourage LA AFS members to become members of Parent Society.  Parent Society membership offers many benefits at a low price, particularly for students ($19 membership per year).  SDAFS is committed to students and supports student travel.   Podcasts (coordinated by Greg Sommers) were first made available at the Wheeling, WV, Spring Meeting (2008).  Since the 2008 meeting there have been more than 500 downloads of podcasts including talks and the plenary session.  Electronic availability of talks and sessions may be important if the economy remains slow in the future.  SDAFS has fully converted to electronic elections.
SECRETARY/TREASURER’S REPORT (Allyse Ferrara)

The Chapter Secretary/Treasurer stated that the 2008 LA AFS Business Meeting minutes were available on the LA AFS website.  A motion was made (John Supan) and seconded (Glenn Thomas) to accept the 2008 minutes.  At the time of the LA AFS Business Meeting, overall profits and expenses could not be determined.  Prior to the 2009 Spring Meeting, the Chapter had approximately $5,000 in its checking account.  
OLD BUSINESS

-STUDENT ORGANIZATION REMARKS (Charlie Brown from LSU)

LSU students were active over the past year with pig roasts, crawfish boils, and Ocean Commotion.  For 2009, LSU students will organize a stream and creek clean-up.  LSU students sold 2009 Spring Meeting T-shirts at the registration booth.

- WEBMASTER REPORT (Dave Hickman)

The LA AFS website is not updated due to problems publishing the website.  Dave will speak with and work with SDAFS webmaster to remedy the problem.
- NEWSFLASH EDITOR REPORT (MattiLynn Dantin)

Requests help updating student e-mail addresses.  Matti is working on creating a new account for the distribution of the LA AFS Newsflash.  She is looking for a mail provider that does not treat large e-mail lists as SPAM.

- MEETING PROGRAM EDITOR REPORT (Michael Kaller)

Abstract format for the 2010 LA AFS meeting will return to the standard LA AFS full-page format.

- EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT (Angela Capello)

Please see Attachment B.

-HISTORY COMMITTEE REPORT (Jill Jenkins)

Committee is working on a “LA AFS Family Tree”.  Please send photos of past Chapter presidents to Jill Jenkings.  Quenton Fontenot suggested that the History Committee compile a list of the locations of past meetings.  Please send any comments or suggestions for the History Committee to Jill Jenkins.

-MEETING ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE (Quenton Fontenot)

Thanks to the many people that helped plan and organize the 2009 SDAFS Spring Meeting.  Glenn Thomas suggested that the LA AFS Meeting standard operating procedures (SOPs) be updated to include what was learned by planning and organizing the 2009 SDAFS Spring Meeting.   

NEW BUSINESS

-SOLICITATION FOR 2010 and 2011 MEETING SITES (Tim Ruth, President-Elect)

No vote was held because of low attendance (no quorum).  The 2010 meeting will most likely be held in Baton Rouge because Baton Rouge meetings are always well attended.  Lafayette was suggested as an alternative meeting site.  Future joint meetings were suggested with Texas or Arkansas.
- OFFICER NOMINATIONS

Hank Bart was nominated for President by Jill Jenkins.  Allyse Ferrara was nominated for Secretary/Treasurer.

- OTHER

Quenton Fontenot suggested that the LA AFS Chapter consider giving additional meeting profits to SDAFS.  LA AFS will receive the first $1,500 of meeting revenue.  Any additional revenue is spilt between SDAFS and LA AFS.  No vote could be held due to low attendance (no quorum).  Once the final meeting revenue is determined and the amount is large enough for a donation to SDAFS, the Chapter will vote on a donation to SDAFS.
With there being no other new business, a motion was made to adjourn (Glenn Thomas) and was seconded (Dave Nieland).  The LA AFS 2009 Business Meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:30 pm.

Submitted by:

Allyse Ferrara

26 February 2009

ATTACHMENT B
LA Chapter AFS

Education Committee Report

February 1, 2008

Baton Rouge

LDWF Sponsored Aquatic Events:

· In collaboration with other conservation-oriented agencies, LDWF is continuing with fishing opportunities and knowledge of fishing for our youth.  Each year over 5000 students throughout Louisiana participate in LDWF sponsored aquatic events.  At this time new educational initiatives are being planned for students to be engaged in aquatic education throughout the school year.  Also, parental and community involvement will be a factor in the success of this program. 

Wetland Teacher Workshops:  LDWF/BTNEP Partnership

· LDWF in partnership with the Barataria Terrebonne National Estuary Program held WETSHOP 2008; a week long wetland workshop in June which trained Louisiana teachers about coastal wetlands, issues and history.  Twenty educators representing 11 different parishes attended.  Approximately 40,000 Louisiana students are impacted by this program on an annual basis.  This year WETSHOP is scheduled to take place June 15 – 19, 2009.  Through the BTNEP foundation, BP (British Petroleum) is providing funding for WETSHOP 2009.    

· Other agencies that provided classroom resources to WETSHOP participants are CWPPRA, DNR, Lafourche Port Authority, La Sea Grant College Program, LUMCON and NRCS Plant Materials Center. 

NATIVE FISH IN THE CLASSROOM:

· This LDWF aquaculture stewardship project in partnership with LA Sea Grant College Program is in its 8th successful year.  The project is in 20 schools and with over 8000 students (intermediate to high school) participating in the project.

Ocean Commotion:  A Louisiana Sea Grant College Program Sponsored Event

· Many of you here today have participated in Ocean Commotion which usually occurs in November.

· Ocean Commotion is a one-day educational event celebrating Louisiana’s coastal and marine resources.

· Since 1998, Ocean Commotion has reached over 27,324 K-8 students.  This year the event drew 1,900 students, 121 teachers and 290 parent/chaperones from 30 different schools.

· Currently, both the Native Fish in the Classroom Project and Ocean Commotion are piloting evaluations of these projects on student attitudes, student experiences with the environment and knowledge gained through participating in the programs.

LUMCON:

· Is hosting a Water Quality Teacher Workshop this month (January, ’09) which is primarily funded through a BTNEP grant as well as a B WET (Bay Watershed Education & Training) grant.  This workshop gives teachers an opportunity to work with scientists. (B WET – NOAA program, $300,000.00 for next three years, for wetlands, water quality education).

· LUMCON’s Bayouside Classroom Stewardship Project is still ongoing.  This is a watershed stewardship project involving students in surrounding southeastern parishes also funded by the B WET grant. 

BTNEP:  funding

Aliens in the Estuary:  Invasive Species Workshop and Symposium

· June 30 – July 1, 2009

· 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

· Barataria Preserve at Jean Lafitte National Historical Park, Marrero, LA

· Open to first 50 scientists and educators.

· Great opportunity for scientists to work with educators statewide.

· Registration at:  www.BTNEP.org
In addition to coordination of programs and events, educators/biologists from Audubon Nature Institute, BTNEP, DNR, UNO, Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation, LDWF, LA Sea Grant College Program are board members on:

Aquatic Resources Educators Association

BTNEP Action Planning Team

Environmental Education Commission

Gulf of Mexico Alliance

Gulf of Mexico Ocean Observing Systems 

Sea Grant Healthy Ecosystems Restoration

Louisiana Wildlife Federation

We also give presentations, poster presentations and workshops at national, regional and state conferences.
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