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Introduction

     The Louisiana Chapter of the American Fisheries Society traces it’s beginning to 1979. From the outset, the Chapter set out to provide a local avenue of communication and interaction for all Louisiana fisheries professionals.  To that end the Chapter in 1981decided to start having a “mid-year” meeting beyond the usual annual meeting, which was held at that time in February each year. There was a special speaker presentation at the 1981 mid-year meeting and it was well received so it was decided to provide for an expanded format special theme mid-year workshop and meeting in 1982 and subsequent years.  The Chapter officers and members proved up to the task and there were eight high quality mid-year workshops held during the Chapter’s first 10 years.  Themes for the workshops varied, as did the issues that Louisiana fisheries professional faced in the 1980’s.  The following is a summary of these mid-year workshops held during the early years of the Louisiana Chapter AFS.

1982 Workshop – Chenier Plain Ecosystem of Louisiana 

August 6, 1982, Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge, Grand Chenier, Louisiana

     The Chapter teamed up with the Fur and Refuge Division of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to hold its very first mid-year workshop.  Members of both groups had been actively involved in fishery and wildlife research in the Chenier Plain in past years and this research was continuing. The Chenier Plain as a dynamic coastal ecosystem contains a valuable array of both renewable fishery and wildlife resources and non-renewable mineral resources that had led to management conflicts. It seemed appropriate for the Chapter to sponsor a workshop on the Chenier Plain to bring all interested parties together to discuss problems and share information. 

     Past president, Guthrie Perry then a biologist at Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge (and now refuge manager) agreed to host the meeting and provided both room and overnight accommodations on the refuge.  Sixteen presentations were made at the workshop and 51 participants attended.  Three important presentations were made by Fur and Refuge Division staff on the Chenier Plain that set the stage for the workshop.  This included presentations by Ted Joanen on wildlife research, Guthrie Perry on fisheries research and Alan Ensminger on wetlands.  Other presentations highlighted fishery research then being conducted by the LSU Cooperative Fishery Research Unit throughout the Chenier Plain while other presentations covered studies being conducted in the Calcasieu Lake area of the Plain.  Making presentations at this first Chapter workshop were several past and future presidents of the Chapter, Bill Herke, Guthrie Perry, Dugan Sabins, Barton Rogers and Dave Arnoldi.  Other Chapter presidents attending the meeting were Mark Konikoff Dick Hoese and Bruce Thompson.  Also in attendance was the then Associate Area Fishery Agent for Cameron Parish, Paul Coriel, and now Vice-Chancellor for the LSU Ag Center.  The Refuge staff hosted a memorable special seafood dinner for all participants after the workshop.
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1983 Workshop – Contemporary Fisheries Research in Louisiana

August 12, 1983, Nelson Memorial Building, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge

     The Chapter’s second mid-year workshop was held in cooperation with the LSU School of Forestry and Wildlife Management, LSU Ag Center and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.  The broad theme of contemporary research was chosen for the workshop to highlight the diversity of issues being worked on by Louisiana fisheries professionals.  Seventeen presentations were made at the workshop and 64 participants attended.  As with the first workshop, a social and dinner was held at the conclusion of the presentations.  This year’s fare was jambalaya.

     A special session was convened as part of the second workshop entitled: Louisiana Coastal Finfish Resources With Special Emphasis On Spotted Sea Trout and Red Drum. Topics at the special session covered management status, distribution and relative abundance and values of good data to fishery research and were followed by an open discussion.  Dave Arnoldi, Gary Peterson and Norm Benson spoke during the session and Dick Hoese then Chapter president moderated the discussion and provided concluding remarks.  A broad diversity of topics were given during the regular workshop session including such titles as: food habits of striped bass by Ken Lantz, Freeport Sulphur environmental assessment by Wayne Forman and Robert Parker, a LUMCON status by then director, Don Boesch, karolyogy of marine fishes by Mike Fitzsimmons and students and series of presentations by Bill Herke, Barton Rogers and associates on coastal fishery research. Presenters at the workshop represented 10 different Louisiana entities working on fishery research.

1984 Workshop – Fisheries Population/Stock Assessment

November 2, 1984, Conference Center, University of Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette

   The third Chapter workshop was developed in conjunction with the Department of Biology at the University of Southwestern Louisiana and hosted by Chapter members Mark Konikoff and Dick Hoese.  A total of 16 presentations representing seven research entities were made to a diverse group of over 50 participants.  Fisheries population and stock assessment was chosen as the workshop theme.  In picking this theme, the Chapter noted, “no one can manage without some idea of stock abundance”. Techniques employed in Louisiana for fisheries stock assessment were among the many topics addressed by the workshop.  The enthusiasm and number of participants at the workshop also demonstrated to Chapter members the truth to the old adage that the “greater the participation the greater the benefits”.   
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     As a special added attraction at the third mid-year workshop, Corky Perret then Assistant Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries gave a presentation on future funding opportunities for fisheries research in Louisiana.  Other presentations at the third workshop included: an overview of the need for stock assessment by Norm Benson, a long term look at Lake Pontchartrain fish populations by Bruce Thompson and Gary Fitzhugh, an aquatic community structure study of southwest Texas marshes by Richard Hartman and Fred Bryan, implications of density-dependent models by Deborah Fuller and Richard Condry, otolith studies of swordfish by Charles Wilson, oyster stock assessment by Ronald Dugas and formulation, goals and objectives of the Finfish Section of the LDWF by Gerald Adkins.  The now traditional social followed the workshop presentations, which concluded with a shrimp etouffee dinner.

1985 Workshop – Fisheries Culture and Management in Louisiana

September 27, 1985, Prince Murat Inn, Baton Rouge

     The Chapter’s fourth 1985 mid-year workshop tackled the contemporary question, “fish culture – fishery management’s ally?”.  It attempted to probe the status of the two fields and their relationships within the Louisiana fisheries community.  The workshop also served to introduce Louisiana researchers in the two fields to each other and provide an avenue for further interaction and communication.  The Chapter felt such interaction and communication would be important in addressing the multitude of environmental and social problems that will confront Louisiana fisheries professionals in coming years.  The workshop featured 16 technical and overview presentations and was attended by over 75 participants, one of the largest attendances yet at a Chapter event.  

     Presentations at the fourth workshop covered culture of crawfish, catfish, shrimp, Malaysian prawns, redfish and striped bass.  Speakers included Larry de la Bretonne, Jay Huner, James Avault, Guthrie Perry, Robert Romaire, former AFS National President Janice Hughes, Bill Wolters and Ronald Thune. Culture issues with polyculture, water quality and diseases were also addressed.  Management presentations at the workshop covered: a history of Dingell-Johnson projects and potential uses of the new Wallop-Breaux funds; shrimp fishery management; fisheries management and water quality, environmental alterations and habitat loss; and preventing the collapse of the Gulf menhaden fishery. Management speakers were, Corky Perret, Phil Bowman, Bruce Thompson and Gary Fitzhugh and Richard Condry and Deborah Fuller.  At a workshop banquet, Louisiana Congressman John Breaux was presented a plaque of appreciation by the Chapter on behalf of Louisiana fisheries professionals for his dedicated efforts to protect and enhance fishery resources.  Then Congressman Breaux was especially acknowledged for being the “father” of the Wallop-Breaux Fund; a landmark piece of legislation that significantly expanded the Dingle-Johnson Fund and provided new sources of revenue for fisheries research and management.  The banquet fare was broiled Louisiana redfish.
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1986 Workshop – Basic Science and Effective Fisheries Management: Bridging the Gap

October 9-10, 1986, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium (LUMCON), Cocodrie

     In describing the 1986 workshop theme, then Chapter president Bruce Thompson noted that it followed that of the national parent society meeting held that year in Providence, Rhode Island.  It supported the premise that, “good fisheries management should have a sound foundation built on good, basic science”.  He went on further to note that the dialogue between basic and applied science should not deter us from seeking the best and most thoroughly tested data to base our fishery management decisions on. To that end the Chapter hoped that the collection of papers presented at this workshop would help lay the foundation for a sound future for Louisiana’s fisheries.  

     The location of the 1986 workshop at the LUMCON marine research facility in Cocodrie gave the workshop a definite “coastal” flavor.  And because of its day and one half time frame 21 presentations were made more than any other workshop to date.  Several presentations gave good overviews of fishery management status and needs.  These included: blackened redfish: stock assessment and management alternatives by Richard Condry and Gerald Adkins; the oyster bedding industry of Barataria Bay by Earl Melancon; fishery-related research needs in southern Louisiana: a view from the trenches by Dave Fruge; water quality management in coastal Louisiana; program direction and needs by Dugan Sabins; and interfacing of Universities and management: a viewpoint by Gerald Adkins.  Examples of the research presentations made at the workshop included: aging validation of red drum off Louisiana by Daniel Beckman and Chuck Wilson; aspects of the life history of Yellowedge grouper in Louisiana’s offshore waters by Donald Baltz and Corrie Brown; applications of liquid chromatography to stock assessments of fishes in the Gulf of Mexico by David Nieland and Gilbert Bane; and distribution and relative abundance of ichthyoplankton in winter continental shelf waters off Louisiana by James Cowan and Rick Shaw. LUMCON director Don Boesch gave a concluding talk on research opportunities at LUMCON.  The workshop social included a classic seafood boil cooked on the spot by local chefs.

1987 Workshop – General Session, No Theme

August 28, 1987, Nelson Memorial Building, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge

     For the first time, no theme was developed for the 6th Chapter mid-year workshop.  Instead it was billed as an opportunity for any fishery or related research to be presented.  Fifteen presenters stepped forward and made for a very interesting program.  Indeed there was a little bit of everything for workshop participants.  New at this years workshop was the offering of an award for the best-judged student paper.  Four students made presentations for the award. Unfortunately no records were kept on the winner but the participating students were: Herman Jarboe, Michael Meador, Donna Wieting and Daniel Beckman. 
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     Among the interesting presentations at the 1987 workshop were several giving a summary/overview of a special topic area.  They included: historical limnology of the lower Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers by Fred and Barbara Bryan and Allan Rutherford; species profiles of coastal fishes and invertebrates as a management tool by David Moran; new and rare fish records for Louisiana by Bruce Thompson; aerial videography as a remote sensing tool for coastal fisheries research by Nelson May; and influence of semi-impoundment on fisheries resources by Bill Herke, Barton Rogers and Eric Knudsen.   Other papers of interest included: age and growth of juvenile red drum in Louisiana coastal waters by Harry Blanchet and associates with the LDWF; relationship of lunar phase and Gulf butterfish by Jeff Render and Robert Allen; and growth of largemouth bass in low-salinity marshes by Michael Meador and Bill Kelso.  Following the presentations the participants were again treated to a jambalaya social.

1988 Workshop – Value of Fisheries to Louisiana

September 23, 1988, Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Building, Baton Rouge

     An intriguing question to Chapter members led to the theme for the 7th mid-year workshop; just what was the value of Louisiana fisheries to the state?  As fisheries professionals that question is not always high on our list of concerns but in order to provide support for continuing fisheries research, we need to have a value placed on them to use for bargaining and leverage.  This was getting more critical by the day since the competition for research dollars was and still is keen and likely to go to where the value is.  So to answer the intriguing value question, the Chapter turned to some new allies in the fishery field.  This included economists and other specialists with the LSU Ag Center and to user groups and businesses like the Gulf Coast Conservation Association, Louisiana Black Bass Unlimited, Fish Net Company and Harlon’s Old New Orleans Seafood House.  Nineteen presentations were made at the workshop and attendance was over 75 individuals.

     The workshop’s morning session presented the information needed to address the critical value question. Key presentations were Walter Keithly’s conceptual approach to valuing Louisiana fisheries; Ken Robert’s statement on value and its meaning in angling; Johnnie Tarver’s review of fisheries replacement values and two presentations on giving value to Louisiana’s freshwater commercial and recreational fisheries.  These presentations were followed by more on the Louisiana catfish industry as a value example, and the value of marine recreational and commercial fisheries.  Mark Hilzim of GCCA who later became head of the State Parks System addressed the recreational marine fishery value. These presentations were followed by a spirited one-hour discussion on “value of fisheries to Louisiana”.  Other presentations at the 8th workshop covered more traditional fisheries subjects and included the second Chapter student award papers concluding with a session on marine recreational fishery management.   Once again a delicious local jambalaya was served at the evening social. Also this year, Bill Kelso provided the first cover art for the workshop’s published abstracts of papers.
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1989 Workshop – Louisiana Aquaculture: Production, Potential and Precaution

September 22, 1989, Conference Center, University of Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette

     The 8th and last Chapter Mid-year workshop of the first ten years, 1979-1989, was held back at the USL Conference Center in Lafayette.  The workshop theme resulted from concerns over the “growing pains” of Louisiana’s aquaculture industry.  Like most similar types of fast growing businesses, Louisiana’s aquaculture industry was running up against land and water use conflicts as well as market uncertainties.  And this was happening despite Louisiana’s long growing seasons and abundance of surface and groundwater.  Hence the “precaution” part of the workshop theme.  To address this challenging issue, the Chapter assembled a “state of the art” array of knowledgeable scientists.  Fourteen presentations were made at the workshop and another good crowd of participants numbering over 50 individuals attended.  

     Key presentations made during the morning session which addressed the workshop’s theme were: an overview and status of Louisiana’s finfish aquaculture industry by Gary Jensen; aquaculture alternatives among Louisiana’s native finfishes by Jay Huner; aquaculture production systems and research and development trends in the U.S. by Robert Romaire; the use of coastal impoundments for aquaculture by Chuck Wilson and Dana Dunkleberger; thoughts on Louisiana’s mariculture laws by Bill Herke; and aquaculture examples from the red drum and paddlefish culture by Glen Thomas, Bill Wolters and Bobby Reed. These presentations were followed by a summary discussion on aquaculture led by Bill Wolters.  The workshop’s afternoon session contained a variety of interesting presentations. Among them were four student presentations from David Stanley, Walter Gibson, D.L. Heikes and Daniel Beckman. A fifth student paper was given by Glen Thomas in the morning session.  Two other special presentations were made in the afternoon session, one by former AFS President Janice Hughes on largemouth bass management in Louisiana and Caney Lake and another by retired biologist Hermann Janssen on the comprehensive accounts of life histories of North American fishes of the Gulf of Mexico.  The workshop ended as was the custom for the previous ones with a chance for networking and socializing; this time over some classic Louisiana jambalaya.  

