
RESOLUTION ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF A DUAL JETTY SYSTEM AT 

OREGON INLET, DARE COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA.

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY

WHEREAS, Oregon Inlet is located on the Outer Banks of North Carolina between Pea Island and Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge to the South and Bodie Island and Cape Hatteras National Seashore to the north; and

WHEREAS, Oregon Inlet is the only connection between the Atlantic Ocean and the Currituck-Albemarle-Pamlico Estuary System (CAPES) along the 130-mile length of the North Carolina Northern Outer Banks; and

WHEREAS, the United States Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) currently operates a program to support safe and navigable passage through Oregon Inlet by dredging a channel 14-feet deep from the inlet to Roanoke Island; and 

WHEREAS, the USACE has proposed an alternative to the current dredging of a 14-foot deep channel through the construction of a dual-jetty system, which includes (i) construction of 2000-foot long rock jetties on either side of the inlet extending from the shore to the 20-foot depth contour, (ii) dredging to maintain a channel not greater than 20-foot depth from the Inlet to Roanoke Island, and (iii) implementation of a sand management system whereby sand and sediment that will accumulate on the north side of the inlet will be physically transported to the beaches to the south of the jetty using a pipeline dredge; and

WHEREAS, CAPES and its adjoining rivers, bays, and tributaries support juvenile and adult life stages of a majority of the commercially, recreationally, and ecologically important species in the Mid- and South Atlantic coast; and 

WHEREAS, Oregon Inlet is the principle corridor for ingress of larval forms of commercially, ecologically, and recreationally important fin- and shell-fish to northern regions of the CAPES and further serves as a corridor for emigration of juvenile and adults of species which use the near- and off-shore environment for spawning grounds in the Mid- and South-Atlantic; and

WHEREAS, the dual jetty system may cause major alterations in the hydrodynamics, which may in turn impede the natural transport of fin- and shell-fish through the inlet, into and out of nursery grounds of CAPES; and

WHEREAS, alterations in channel dimensions by the proposed jetty system, dredging and sand bypass system may alter sand and sediment movement, which may reduce the quality and quantity of habitats at or adjacent to Oregon Inlet that serve as spawning grounds for blue crabs and red drum, both state-managed species in North Carolina; and

WHEREAS, the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council has designated Oregon Inlet a Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC), the highest tier of Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) – habitat essential for supporting any of a number of stages of species of ecologically or commercially important estuarine species; and

WHEREAS, North Carolina is in the process of implementing the 1997 Marine Fisheries Reform Act, which requires extensive management of species under state management and long-term enhancement of the habitat value of all coastal waters, including Oregon Inlet and adjacent regions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the North Carolina Chapter of the American Fisheries Society (NCAFS), which includes fisheries professionals from throughout North Carolina’s academic institutions, state and federal management agencies, and private institutions, supports efforts to maintain safe navigable waters through Oregon Inlet while minimizing adverse environmental impact to coastal fisheries populations; furthermore, be it

RESOLVED, that the NCAFS supports the position of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the National Park Service that the proposed construction of the dual-jetty system at Oregon Inlet poses a significant potential threat to the health, reproduction, and survival of fisheries and coastal resources; furthermore, be it

RESOLVED, that the NCAFS supports research in the form of directed experimental field studies and modeling to more fully understand the potential impacts that constructing such a jetty system would have on the reproduction, survival and health of coastal fisheries resources; furthermore, be it

RESOLVED, that the President of the NCAFS shall communicate these sentiments of the membership in a letter to the appropriate legislative body or bodies, including but not limited to the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality.

Approved by the membership on 
6th day of February 2002.

