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Presidentõs Message 
 
Spring ahead!  As we prepare for the coming of spring, I am 
excited and honored to begin my new role as your Chapter 
President.  As I step foot in this leadership role, I would like to 
thank Chad Thomas for his exemplary efforts as chapter 
president last year.  Along with Chad as past-president, I look 
forward to serving the chapter with Mike Abney, President-Elect 
and Kevin Hining, Secretary-Treasurer on EXCOM.  In addition, 
I am excited to work with all of our excellent standing 
committees and ambitious chair persons that contribute 
significantly to the chapter.   
 
I would like to thank the chapter for hosting the SDAFS 
meeting, the dedicated efforts of the committee chairs and all 
the chapter members who provided assistance to make the 
meeting in Asheville a huge success!  Lawrence Dorsey 
provided superb coordination as general chair and shares the 
highlights of the meeting in this newsletter.  And, if you are 
interested in any of the talks at the meeting, you are in luck!  
Thanks to Greg Summers, Jessica Baumann, Chris Wood and 
the A/V crew, podcasts of every talk is available at the following 
link: Spring meeting pod cast page.  Check it out! 
 
A special thanks to the NCSU student subunit for their hard 
work throughout the previous year as well as their effective 
raffle sales pitches at the meeting.  Not only did we have great 
prizes, but the raffle line and the separate distribution lane was 
pure genius to the efficiency of Saturdayôs social.  Great job to 
all!   
 
Congratulations to the chapter on the SDAFS Membership 
Challenge!  At the SDAFS business meeting, we received the 
award for the highest percentage (73%) of chapter members 
who were also parent society members.  Your involvement with 
both organizations is greatly appreciated and we should strive 
for this achievement every year.  As the winner of this  

We would appreciate your 
comments on this electronic 
version of the NC Chapter 
Newsletter.  Please send all 
responses to Jerry Finke 
(jerry.finke@ncwildlife.org ). 

 

http://129.15.97.19/2010_podcasts
mailto:jerry.finke@ncwildlife.org
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Presidentõs Message (continued)  
 
challenge, SDAFS EXCOM donates $250 to an eligible AFS parent society fund.  On 
behalf of the NCAFS chapter, our donation supported the Emmeline Moore Fund, a 
recent fund developed in 2009 to recognize career achievement in the promotion of 
demographic diversity in the Society and is supported through the Equal Opportunity 
Section.  This fund is named after the first female AFS president, Emmeline Moore 
(1927-1928) and more information is provided below. 
 
I am privileged to be affiliated with a dynamic group of fisheries professionals.  In our 
chosen career, we are able to become certified fisheries professional through the 
American Fisheries Society, one of the oldest organizations in our nation.  I encourage 
you to explore this opportunity for professional recognition.  For those that are certified, 
please share your experiences or provide guidance to a colleague who may be 
interested.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your chapter President.  Feel free to call me at 
252-335-9898 or drop an e-mail at kevin.dockendorf@ncwildlife.org to discuss chapter 
topics anytime.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kevin J. Dockendorf 
NCAFS Chapter President 
AFS Certified Fisheries Professional #3025 
 
Emmeline Moore Award   
 
The American Fisheries Society (AFS) recently established  the Emmeline Moore award 
to recognize career achievement in the promotion of demographic diversity in the 
society.  Ms. Emmeline Moore (1927-1928) was the first female AFS president and was 
employed as the Chief of Fisheries for the state of New York.  The award is presented to 
an individual who demonstrates strong commitment and exemplary service to ensuring 
equal opportunity access to higher education in fisheries and/or professional 
development in the broad range of fisheries science disciplines.  Qualified nominees 
must exhibit clear evidence of service and commitment to diversity initiatives, including a 
strong research or fisheries management leadership background, public understanding 
of diversity issues, technical and popular writing, and inspirational leadership.  
Candidates should also have enunciated principles that lead to greater involvement of 
under-represented groups in fisheries science, education, research or management.  
Nominees for the award are restricted to AFS parent society members. For more 
information, please visit: http://www.fisheries.org/units/eos/pages/emmelinemoore.html 
 
 

 
 

Secretary -Treasurerõs Report 
Minutes of the 2010 Annual Business Meeting. 
   
Submitted by Kevin Hining, Secretary-Treasurer 

mailto:kevin.dockendorf@ncwildlife.org
http://www.fisheries.org/units/eos/pages/emmelinemoore.html
http://www.sdafs.org/ncafs/Newsletters/March2010/2010%20NCAFS%20Abm%20minutes.pdf
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2010 So uthern Division Spring Meeting  

 
Itôs been over a month now since we hosted the 2010 SDAFS Spring Meeting in 
Asheville but the memories are still vivid.  From beginning to end, I cannot say enough 
good things about the people in our chapter.   We began planning for the meeting in 
earnest last year in Burlington at our NCAFS Annual Meeting.   At that meeting, we 
finalized the chairs for the committees needed to make the meeting happen.  The 
committee chairs were:  Lawrence Dorsey (General Arrangements), Derek Aday 
(Program), Doug Besler (Local Arrangements), Michael Abney (Fundraising), Kevin 
Hining (Finance), Jerry Finke (Registration), Jessica Baumann (A/V), Jake Rash 
(Signage/Printing), Kevin Dockendorf (Workshops), and Kim Baker (Raffle). 
 

 
2010 Spring Meeting Committee Chairs 
 
The results of everyoneôs efforts were tremendous.  Some of the highlights included: 309 
registrants,  over 120 oral presentations and 20 posters,  three symposia (two of which 
were organized by NCAFS Members), over $30,000 in fundraising (amazing in this 
economy), a raffle that generated over $3500 and was organized and conducted in 
conjunction with the NCAFS Student Subunit, and three excellent continuing education 
workshops.  We also did not fall short in the social department with great socials on 
Friday and Saturday nights.  Finally, I would be remiss if I did not mention the great job 
that NCAFS member and Past AFS President Fred Harris did with the Plenary Session 
on Saturday morning. 
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Student Sub-unit members drawing the winners for the very successful raffle.  
 

Other details that we achieved included: 
using Paypal to receive credit cards which 
helped with managing our income on a real-
time basis, successfully pulling off the first 
full-scale podcast recording of oral 
presentations (special thanks to Jessica 
Baumann and Chris Wood), a social on 
Friday night that included vendor displays 
and a chance to interact with vendors one-
on-one, and finally a social with an 
awesome raffle and a great local band, all in 
one night on Saturday! 
 
My goals for the meeting were fairly simple.  
First, I wanted a meeting that everyone 
attending would enjoy and that would not 
diminish the outstanding reputation of 
NCAFS in the Southern Division.  While we 
didnôt take comment cards, I can tell you the 
comments I received as well as my fellow 
committee chairs were extremely positive.  I 

also had a goal to finish in the black and assist the Southern Division in regaining some 
needed capital.  The final numbers are not in quite yet, but as we stand today both the 
NCAFS and SDAFS are guaranteed to collect at least $5000 from the meeting.   
 
Thank you again to anyone from our chapter who assisted in any way.  I appreciate 
everyoneôs help more than you know! 
 
Submitted by Lawrence Dorsey, 2010 SDAFS Spring Meeting General Chair 

 
Past President Fred Harris, Spring 
Meeting Plenary Session Speaker 
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Thanks to all of the 2010 Spring Meeting Sponsors! 
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Awards Committee  

 
Awards presentations are one of the highlights of our annual Chapter meetings.   
Several awards were presented during the annual NCAFS meeting held in conjunction 
with the AFS Southern Division Spring Meeting in Asheville, N.C. during February 26-28, 
2010.  The meeting was well attended and the host facility and program were 
outstanding.  During the Chapterôs annual business meeting, awards were presented to 
chapter and non-chapter members for their contributions to the chapter and fisheries and 
environmental conservation in North Carolina. 
 

Student papers were judged for the 
Richard L. Noble Best Student Paper 
Award and the professional papers were 
judged for the W. Don Baker Memorial 
Best Professional Paper Award.  There 
were seven presentations by students 
and fifteen presentations by 
professionals.  Student papers were 
judged by Keith Ashley, Dave Coughlan, 
Ryan Heise, and Vann Stancil. The 
professional papers were judged by 
Patrick Cooney, Joe Hightower, Kim 
Sparks, and Mike Swing.  In addition, 
Chad Thomas, Brian McRae, Bob 
Barwick, and Todd Ewing helped with 
paper judging.  Thanks to all who 
presented paper and the volunteer 
judges! 
 

The 2009 Richard L. Noble Best Student Paper Award was awarded to Joe Facendola 
for the presentation titled "Predation by sub-adult red drum on juvenile blue crabs: 
estimation of daily ration and seasonal variationò.  Mr. Facendola will receive a monetary 
award of up to $600 from the Chapterôs Ichthus fund for travel to present the paper at the 
2011 parent society meeting in 
Seattle, Washington.  The paper was 
co-authored by Dr. Fred Scharf of 
UNC-Wilmington.  Dr. Scharf is Joeôs 
major professor. 
 
The 2010 W. Don Baker Memorial 
Best Professional Paper Award was 
awarded to Ryan Heise for the 
presentation entitled "Restoring 
imperiled aquatic species:  effects of 
dam removal on a freshwater mussel 
assemblage".   The paper was co-
authored by Greg Cope, Tom Kwak, 
and Chris Eads, of N.C. State 
University.   
 

 
Joe Facendola, UNC-Wilmington, 
Recipient of the 2010 Richard L. Noble 
Award for best student paper. 
 

 
Incoming Chapter President Kevin Dockendorf 
presenting the 2010 W. Don Baker Memorial Best 
Professional Paper to Ryan Heise. 
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The Distinguished Service Award recognizes Chapter members who have distinguished 
themselves by service to the Chapter, the American Fisheries Society, or the fisheries 
profession.  The 2009 award was presented to Bob Curry.  Bob has provided tireless 
volunteer efforts to the AFS serving at the Chapter, Division and National Levels.  His 
leadership includes Past President of both the NC AFS Chapter and Southern Division.  
His most notable achievement during this time was spearheading a disaster relief effort 
for those AFS members affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  This effort involved 
providing members in these areas focused services through AFS and coordinating the 
distribution of books, equipment, and supplies to those members and member agencies 
in need.  Bobôs work in this effort has been recognized at the Southern Division and 
Parent Society levels.  Along with this unforeseen disaster relief coordination, Bob led 
the Southern Division forward in professional manner not unlike his other leadership 
roles.  Bob currently serves as the President-elect of the AFS Fisheries Administrators 
Section. 
 
It would be easy to list more accolades for Bobôs service to AFS and more specifically 
the North Carolina Chapter.  Bob has demonstrated excellent leadership at all levels.  It 
is for this reason and the examples stated above that we nominate Bob Curry for the 
NCAFS Distinguished Service Award. 

 

 
The Fisheries Conservation Award recognizes non-Chapter members who have 
distinguished themselves by service or commitment to the Chapter or to the fisheries 
resources of North Carolina. In recognition of his long-time commitment and service to 
the fisheries profession, the NC AFS Chapter EXCOM renamed the Fisheries 
Conservation Award in honor of Fred Harris. Fred served as Executive Director of the 
NCWRC and President of the AFS and was instrumental in forming the NC AFS 
Chapter.  Fred made many significant contributions to fishery conservation in North 
Carolina and across the nation. 

 
President Chad Thomas presenting the Distinguished Service Award to Bob Curry. 
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The Fisheries Conservation Award recognizes non-Chapter members who have 
distinguished themselves by service or commitment to the Chapter or to the fisheries 
resources of North Carolina. The 2010 award was presented to Mr. Mike Zlotnicki.  Mr. 
Zlotnicki has distinguished himself in his dedicated outreach efforts to educate the 
general public on fisheries conservation issues in North Carolina.  Mike Zlotnicki has 
authored numerous newspaper articles on wildlife and fisheries conservation in past 
years through his weekly ñCarolina Outdoorsò section published in the Raleigh News and 
Observer since January 2003. Mr. Zlotnicki has certainly met this objective and has gone 
much further in identifying and championing fisheries and wildlife conservation issues 
across the state.  
 

Finally, the Chapter recognized 
outgoing president, Chad Thomas 
for his hard work, dedicated 
efforts, and outstanding leadership 
to the Chapter.  A big thanks to 
Chad for his outstanding 
leadership to the Chapter during 
2009! 
 
Congratulations to all of these 
award recipients for a job well 
done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by John Crutchfield, NCAFS Awards Committee Chair 

 
Fred Harris presents the Fred A. Harris Fisheries Conservation 
Award to Mike Zlotnicki. 
 

 
Incoming Chapter President Kevin Dockendorf 
presents Certificate of Appreciation to outgoing 
President Chad Thomas for a job well done for 
leading the Chapter in 2009. 

 






















