NCAFS Chapter EXCOM Meeting

September 7, 2001


The September 7, 2001 EXCOM meeting was held at the Duke Power Company Environmental Center.  EXCOM members in attendance included: Bob Curry (President), Shari Bryant (President-Elect), Richard Fulford (Student Sub-unit President), and Kim Baker (Secretary/Treasurer).  Also attending were Danielle Pender (Environmental Concerns Comm. Chair), Lawrence Dorsey (Education Comm. Chair), and Dave Coughlan (Newsletter Editor). 

Call to Order

· Meeting was called to order at 10:15 am and a welcome extended by President Curry.

· President Curry asked for corrections or additions to the minutes from April EXCOM meeting.  President Curry moved that minutes be accepted and Lawrence Dorsey seconded. Motioned carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Newsletter Editor

Editor Dave Coughlan encouraged folks to submit items for the upcoming newsletter by September 14th.  Items discussed for the upcoming newsletter were: list of candidates to be highlighted in the student and young professionals “spot light” section, methods to make sure that the newsletter is e-mailed to as many folks as possible, names of Sub-unit members receiving travel support be published, and establishment of a link to the Southern Division web-site.

Ad Hoc Membership Committee

President Curry reported that Committee Chair Christian Waters is to have a report for the December EXCOM meeting.

Ad Hoc Awards Committee

President Curry reported that Committee Chair Jim Rice is to have a report for the December EXCOM meeting.
Secretary-Treasurer/Finance Committee Report

Current Chapter balance(s) 
 -
Checking

$     963.58




Janus Funds

$  9,926.49






Total assets

$10,890.07

Shari Bryant moved, and Lawrence Dorsey seconded, that Treasurer’s Report be accepted.  Motion passed.  EXCOM discussed options for funding Student Sub-unit travel expenses to meetings.  Students were encouraged to pursue monies through the AFS Skinner program, AFS Reservoir Committee, AFS Warm Water Streams Committee.  President Curry proposed that as the Chapter had relinquished raffle income to the Sub-unit that the Sub-units finances and expected travel expenses for 2001 be reviewed and the Chapter would then be able to make available funds if needed.  (At the time of this writing Sub-unit income from the 2000 raffle is estimated at $800 leaving the Chapter to fund approximately $200 per the April EXCOM commitment of $1000.)

Was suggested that the Sub-unit and the Chapter establish guidelines for how student travel monies are distributed.

Environmental Concerns

Chair Danielle Pender distributed the first draft of a position statement titled “North Carolina Instream Sand and Gravel Mining” for EXCOM review.  Reviews are to be returned to committee by October 1.  If approved by EXCOM the position statement would be printed in the December Newsletter for review by the membership and voted on during the February 2002 Chapter meeting.  Also discussed was the question “Where do we send NCAFS position statements?”  President Curry stated that he would seek input from Fred Harris on this question for our consideration. 

Education Committee

Chair Lawrence Dorsey reported two workshops are planned for the 2002 Chapter meeting.  Kim Sparks (USFWS) will conduct a GIS workshop and Dr. Don Holbert (ECU) will conduct a statistical workshop covering “Power Analysis”.  NCAFS will offer to pay all expenses.  Due to the limited space available at the Duke Power Company (DPC) Training Center computer room was agreed that two GIS training sessions be considered.  Chair Dorsey is to check with Kim Sparks to see if she will agree to conduct two sessions and Kim Baker is to check with DPC Training Center on the availability of the room.  Registration fees to the workshops will be free to students and $15 to members.  Twenty five percent of the spaces available at the GIS workshop(s) will be reserved for students.  Chair Dorsey stated a letter or certificate will be provided to members attending the workshops to assist them in their AFS Certification.  

Nominations Committee

President Curry reviewed report submitted by Chair Chad Thomas.  To date, candidates for 2002 elections are: President – Reid Garrett and Tom Kwak, Secretary/Treasurer – Dave McHenry and Kim Sparks.  Biographies are being prepared for the upcoming newsletter.

2003 Mid-Year Meeting Committee

President Curry reported, for Chair Kent Nelson, that a search is on for an individual to serve as Registration Chair for the 2003 meeting. 

2002 Chapter Meeting Committee

Chair Shari Bryant reported February 5 and 6 meeting dates have been confirmed at the Duke Power McGuire facility and two donations have been promised to help offset the cost of the meeting, $500 from Progress Energy and $500 from Duke Power. Meeting registration fees were set at $30 for members $15 for students. A block of rooms will be held for meeting attendants at the Ramada Ltd. 16825 Caldwell Creek Dr. Huntersville. EXCOM decided that five rooms be provided for students and the meeting social / raffle be held at the Hawthorne Suites, adjacent to the Ramada Ltd.

Student Sub-Unit 

President Richard Fulford reported highlights from the Sub-unit September 4th meeting.  Fulford stated that 27 students and NCAFS President Bob Curry attended.  The student chapter membership has been very active planning attendance to upcoming AFS meetings, participating in pond electrofishing work, hosting a September 15th fish fry, undertaking a trip to Pisgah Hatchery trip, and continuing involvement in Yates Mill Pond work.  For more details visit the NCSU Student Sub-unit link through the Chapter web-site.

OLD BUSINESS

President Curry discussed awards and plaques to be presented at the 2002 Chapter meeting.

President Elect Shari Bryant presented update on the status of the NCAFS History poster being prepared for display at the 2002 SDAFS meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Outstanding Chapter Award

President Curry reported submitting the NCAFS application for the AFS “Outstanding Chapter Award”.  No response from AFS has been received.

PETA Letters

President Curry reported that a number of NCAFS members had received letters requesting statements “about the ability of fish to feel pain.” EXCOM agreed that the NCAFS would not offer a response or statement to the request. Was suggested that members looking for an AFS response refer to “Responsible Use of Fish and Other Aquatic Organisms” published in Fisheries 1999, 24(1):30-35 or refer to AFS First Vice President Fred Harris note of August 29,2001 that reads  “Some or all of you may be aware that John Nickum is chairing an AFS committee dealing with uses of fish in research.  A set of guidelines will be the product of the committee that will be published in Fisheries or some other vehicle.  That committee has struggled with the issue of pain in fishes.  I think their conclusion based on available research is fish do not experience pain in the sense that humans and other mammals do.  The committee plans to make its report to the Gov. Bd. in March.  It should have a draft of the report fairly soon.  When that report becomes available, I think we'll have something to refer people to.”

Next EXCOM meeting

Next EXCOM meeting is scheduled for Monday December 3, 2001 at 10:00am at C P & L Shearon Harris facility.

Adjourned

Meeting was adjourned at 12:30PM. EXCOM toured Duke Power Company facilities planned for 2002 NCAFS Chapter meeting.

Minutes submitted by:

Secretary Treasurer – Kim Baker

NORTH CAROLINA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY

TREASURER’S REPORT YEAR 2001

September 7, 2001
Beginning Balance (January 1, 2001)

Checking

$
799.64

Investments

$     11,513.19

TOTAL ASSETS 
$     12,312.83

******************************************************************************






CHECKING

Income / deposits to checking

Transfer from Janus Money Market account




500.00

Transfer from Janus Money Market account




500.00

CP&L donation Russian biologist visit



         1,000.00

Chapter dues refund







637.00

Duke Power donation via SDAFS




         1,000.00

AFS rebate








186.96

Win Taylor membership check





    7.00



Total Income / deposits to checking


         
     $  3,830.96

Expenses / checks written

Jim Rice for student rooms






423.00

D. Pender dues refund







    7.00

NC Wildlife Society Russian exchange program



500.00

SCAFS balance due from SeaTrails meeting




  66.75

AFS plaques








  50.00

Dr. Dietz fee plus expenses






552.90

NC Wildlife Society Russian exchange program


         1,000.00


R. Fulford certificate







    7.00

Transfer to money market fund




         1,000.00

Print framing for Skinner donation





  60.37

Total Expenses / checks written



          
     $  3,667.02

******************************************************************************






INVESTMENTS

7/17/00 Open Janus account funds….opening balance(s)                              $13,000.00

Janus Enterprise Fund






    2,500.00


Janus Growth & Income Fund




    2,500.00


Janus  Fund







    5,000.00


Janus Money Market Fund





    3,000.00

Balances as of  8/24/01


Janus Enterprise Fund






    1,005.09


Janus Growth & Income Fund




    1,832.98


Janus  Fund







    3,413.61


Janus Money Market Fund





    3,674.81










$  9,926.49


******************************************************************************

Ending Balances (Sept. 2001)


Checking







$     963.58

Janus Funds







$  9,926.49

TOTAL ASSETS






$10,890.07
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