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| want to start off the col-
umn by thanking the North Caro-
lina Chapter for putting on yet an-
other outstanding SDAFS Spring
Meeting. While many units and
organizations have struggled to
break even on meetings during the
economic downturn, the North
Carolina Chapter succeeded in
generating a much -needed profit
for their chapter and the Southern
Division. The profit was not made
by raising registration rates or
skimping on any of the features
that we have come to expect at the
Spring Meeting. Itwas a first -
class meeting all the way. The
hard work and the time invested
by many volunteers in planning,
fund raising, arrangements, and
the program made the difference.
Of course we also needed many of
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The Southern Division has
held 18 meetings in the winter/
spring since 1993. | have been for-
tunate to attend 16 of them. The
only meetings | missed were the
very first (Chattanooga 1993) and
the third (Virginia Beach 1995). |
wasndt i
any better) in participating at the
division level, but | did volunteer
for the Texas Chapter back then.
Now that | think about it, my AFS
service began due to a good a good
arm twisting by the chapter presi-
dent rather than me eagerly rais-
ing my hand. Atthe 1997 SDAFS
Spring Meeting in San Antonio |
was approached to create the

nterested

Southern Division web site. | sus-
pect that |
due to my technical prowess, but |
think by that time the word was
getting out about my inability to
say no. At that time | was just get-
ting my career
looking at my AFS duties as step-
ping stones in my career. Instead, |
had some skills and some free time
on my hands, so | merely helped the
folks that asked for it.

Fast forward 13 years and
Il dm writing the
This is my second stint on the AFS
Governing Board (the first time as
Computer User Section President).
| have been Chair of the SDAFS
Reservoir Committee and ad hoc
Communications Committee. | lost
a few elections during that time as
we |l | What s i
never aspired to hold a single one of
these positions.
hand or approach anyone to volun-
teer. Active members recruited me,
nominated me, or just asked. They
werenot all just
a buddy for help. Some were com-
plete strangers (not any more
though)!

( o Wheteiam hgding wikhrihas w
biography? My initial angle for this
column before | put my thoughts on
paper was to inspire members at all
phases of their education and ca-
reers that dondt
to get involved at one or more levels
of the organization. But | realized
that there are probably a lot of
members out there like me that are
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not going to participate unless they are asked. Ac- | would also like to request updates from our mem-
tive members need to continuously recruit new vol- bers to keep us informed. |
unteers. The benefits of volunteering are many: n May the Cumberland River flooded Nash-
the opportunity to attend meetings in interesting ville, Tennessee and surrounding areas. AFS offi-
locations, interacting with the best scientists any- cers at all levels were looking for information about
where, socializing with cohorts, learning new skills, the impacts, ready to provide assistance and re-
and doing things that you might not ever get to do sources to keep those members doing science de-
in your day job (who applspite ®ssar oriprepertydsimilaRaduraesporse to
work?). Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. While some of our
Ask any SDAFS Past President and they Tennessee members or their families did suffer per-
will tell you that they got back many times what sonal property damage, they were able to continue
they put into AFS. In this newsletter we feature a to conduct their business in a relatively normal
variety of articles to make you a better informed fashion.
member as well as a few requesting your assis- Finally, at the beginning of this month,
tance. Imagine your arm being twisted as you read flooding on the Little Missouri River in southwest
them! Arkansas swept away many campers in a matter of

Speaking of being i nf onnmesdWhen!|®&asa sfunénnagArkansas dlech
my best to share what is going on across the South-  University | volunteered with the U. S. Forest Ser-
ern Division units as well as the Parent Society. To  vice working on Ouachita Mountain streams. | col-

accomplish this, I 6 m g oi nlectedfish adjasent ta the Albe® Pike R&redtignu a t -
icsBlog (http://www.sdafs.org/blogs ) to publish Area where the campers were lost. When we gave
timely information to the web. The blog then feeds presentations about our work and characterized
our Facebook Page (not to be confused with the those watersheds, we called
SDAFS Facebook Group, which I am trying to re- ter levels rising and falling quickly in rain events.
move). The new tools add interactivity, allowing us The conditions leading to this flood event seemed to
to create polls, comment, and add content easily. make the Little Missouri rise even faster and
Members can then receive news on the web, via higher than normal.
RSS feeds or Google Reader, Twitter, or even on We know from history that it is possible for
their phones. Of course, we will continue to utilize aguatic organisms, fisheries, and recreation to re-
our list serve, biannual newsletter, and web site to bound after two of the incid
keep everyone in the loop. Scientists from the Gulf Coast will have many

I couldndt finish wit Hmaritan Fisbenids Sariaty nmegtings and symposia
incidents that have impacted of us in 2010. The to update the rest of us on the effects of the third in
Deepwater Horizon oil rig collapsed off the coast of the coming years. Letds hav
Louisiana in April and continues to spill oil today. 2010, and | hope to see you in Pittsburgh in Sep-

I candt begin to compr e h etemberantd Bampatinllanuatyong t er m
ramifications of this disaster will be. The impact

on the aquatic resources and everyone that depends

on them is incredible. | will post new data and in- Fred Janssen
formation on the SDAFS AquaticsBlog as | receive President, SDAFS
it. Atthe AFS Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh we

will have a plenary session and a technical briefing

that address the Deepwater Horizon disaster, and

the Parent Society web site ( http://

www.fisheries.org ) includes additional information.

Updates are also available from NOAA ( http:/

response.restoration.noaa.gov/dwh.php?

entry_id=809 ) and EPA ( http://www.epa.gov/

bpspill/ ).
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FLORIDA CHAPTER meeting of the Southern Division of the American Fisheries
Society. The Florida Chapter i
The Florida Chapter had a being held at the Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay during January

successful 30th annual meeting in 12-16, 2011. Please see the announcement (in this issue)

4 February 2010 at the Florida 4 -H for the 1 st call for symposia and papers for more informa-
Campground in the Ocala National tion.
Forest. This yeards symposium re- Linda Lombardi
viewed areas of uncertainty in fish- FL Chapter President

eries science and methods to correct
for these uncertainties. Our keynote speaker, Dr. Carl Wal-
ters, Professor at the University of British Columbia, Fish-
eries Centre, commenced our symposium by describing
where uncertainties come from and what uncertainties are
more important to account for in models. We had a success-
ful symposium and heard presentations of how uncertain-
ties are present regardless of the species, body of water,
simplicity or complexity of the model, and how as biologists
we can address these uncertainties and find ways to lessen
their impact.

TENNESSEE CHAPTER

The Tennessee Chapter

held its annual meeting 16 -17
March 2010 at Fall Creek Falls
State near Pikeville. Approximately
63 people attended, with numerous
students joining the group each day.
Eleven presentations (six by stu-
. . : dents) were given covering topics such as sampling imper-

. . The success of Florida Chapter relies h_eawl_y on the iled st)ream fiihes and sturggeopn, trout in reserV(E)irs,g mu§sel
diversity of research presented, as well as the diversity of translocation, salamanders in an impaired tailwater, and

the biologists presenting rese\?er"f‘l{yd:r kinetic e ngtéc nbl&giesy 8dtithePnDividigh € ing,

we had representativeg frqm state and federal agencieg, Vice President Brian
private research organizations, and numerous state univer- Murphy (right) at-
sities. We had 49 presentations (13 poster, 36 oral) with
e tended and addressed
students contributing to half of the research presented o
. . the chapter during its
Student travel grants funds are raised through the previous business meeting
year6s raffle profits, and S Upp o Ktye u;Si_13
during this yearf6s meeting. n&grﬂebtihdé’réhall
granted $500 each through the Rottmann Scholarship: at Ra L
. . . . y was voted in as
the Master of Science level Alecia Adamson (University of ;
. ; . President -Elect and
Florida) and at the Doctor of Philosophy level to Felipe Car- ‘s :
h . ity of Florid joins Jim Habera
va o(UfllJr\:.ersnyth OFrII 6%‘ ch d the fi (President), Jason
. IS year the Florida Chapter presented the _|rst Henegar (Secretary -Treasurer) and Hayden Mattingly (Past
Rich Cailteux Award to Ron Taylor (below) of the Florida : :
Fish and Wildlife C o President) as chapter officers.
F:s .(;;m Fi hl ';WF;ST.T'TS'OO’ The chapter voted to make $500 donations to the
orida 1S anb lidlife Insti- 2010 Catfish Symposium, Striped Bass Symposium, and to
tute, St. Petersburg, FL. ~ Ron AFS 2010 in Pittsburgh. It was also agreed that the Chap-

Taylor was recog_nized for his ter will host the 2013 Southern Division spring meeting in
30+ year international career Nashville

enhancing our knowledge on At the ban-
the blology and _ecology of quet following the
snook. Rich Cailteux was an business meeting
active member of the American Drew Russell (rigk,n)
Fisheries _Somety (AFS) a_nd of Tennessee Tech-
Past-President of the Florida nological University
Chapter of AFS who passed received the Best
away in 2008. We created this Student Paper
award to _hon_or I_'n_s memory and Award for his pres-
to recognize individuals who entation on age and
have maintained a long -term growth of lake trout
commitment to research, man- Salvelinus namay-

agement, and/or conservation of Florida fisheries and cush in two Tennessee reservoirs, co -authored by his faculty

aquatic resources. advisor, Phil Bettoli
The chapter would like to thank Cecil Jennings for ' '

attending our meeting and speaking to our members on Jim Habera
behalf of the Southern Division. In closing, please mark TN AFS Chapter Presidenf
your calendars for the 2011 annual




TEXAS CHAPTER

The Texas Chapter of the American Fisheries Soci-
ety held its annual meeting at the Richard Hart ~ -Johnny
Morris Conservation Center at the Texas Freshwater Fish-
eries Center in Athens, Texas, during 21 923 January 2010.
The meeting began with two continuing education courses
entitled, O0Digital Phot ograp
Professional Certification. 6
sion was: The Future Impacts to Management of Fish and
Agquatic Systems in Texas . A total of 147 people, consisting
of a diverse mix of professionals and students, attended the
meeting. Thirty -eight oral and fourteen poster presenta-
tions were given at the meeting. A total of three, $1,500
student scholarships (Jake Wimberly, Laura Bivins, and
Gabriella Ahmadia) and one, $500 Clark Hubbs Scholarship
(Seiji Miyazono) were awarded to four deserving fisheries
students. Six Chapter members were rewarded with Out-
standing Fisheries Worker of the Year Awards for 2009 for
the categories of Administration (Mike Ray), Culture (Hugh
Glenewinkel), Management (Richard Ott, Jr.), Research
(Aaron Barkoh), Special Recognition (Mandy Scott), and
Student (Ben Labay). Certificate plaques were also pre-
sented to the recipients of the best presentation awards for
student and professional oral and poster presentations at
the 2009 Chapter meeting. Southern Division President -
elect (and Texas Chapter member) Fred Janssen was in
attendance to give chapter members a Southern Division
update. Craig Bonds was elected as President -elect and
joins President Ken Kurzawski, Past -President Brian Van

Zee and Secretary/ Treasurer
Executive Committee.
Pl ease join us for next

the Embassy Suites Hotel in San Marcos, Texas (10 612
February 2011).

(Left to Right) Texas Chapter Endowments Committee
Chair, Dave Terre; Student Scholarship recipients Jake
Wimberly, Laura Bivins, and Gabriella Ahmadia; and Stu-
dent Scholarship Committee Chair, Mike Morgan .
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One of the recipients of the 2009 NOAA Bronze
Medal awards, Wes Patrick, has been a Tidewater Chapter
member since 1999 and served for many years as secretary/
treasurer. The Bronze medal award is one of the highest
honors that can be granted by the under secretary for
oceans and atmosphere. The award was for leadership in
developing a rigorous and flexible approach to end overfish-
BnY in g.@.%hé?iés Qia AJU& caltPlififs @rd hdeotint-©
ability h&asutel. §FIFProfe@ Teant: Bdten Prodm®I&; RA&KW
Millikin; Richard Methot; Caroline Park (OGC); Jennifer
Ise; Debra Lambert; Wesley Patrick; Christopher Wright;
Theophilus Brainerd].

Student presentations once again carried a success-
ful TWC annual meeting (18 -20 March in Annapolis,
MD). A total of 24 presentations were evaluated and scored
by six judges (10 posters and 14 oral papers). [From left to
right, Jay Turnure
(Rutgers University),
Cecilia Krahforst (East
Carolina University),
Christian Conroy
(University of Mary-
land), Lonnie Gonsalves
(University of Maryland
Eastern Shore), Ryan
Woodland (University of
Maryland), and Marissa
Brady (Delaware State University)]

In the poster category, the judges selected these
winners: FIRST PLACE: Jay T. Turnure (Rutgers Uni- _
QdrRy - SnundcieMmoientt dh& sitéHidaIiR in Sveak-S
fish (Cynoscion regalis): Diel and Seasonal Patterns in a

YV AtIShfc BigHE Bsfudn? 9 SECONDPPEACES | Bhristah
W. Conroy (University of Maryland) - Migration and Habi-
tat Use Patterns by Age 0 Striped Bass in the Patuxent
River Estuary, Maryland, USA; and  THIRD
PLACE: Marissa G. Brady (Delaware State University)
Combining Mark -Recapture and Telemetry to Understand
American Eel Population Dynamics

In the oral paper category, the judges selected these
winners: FIRST PLACE: Cecilia S. Krahforst (East Caro-
lina University) 0 Using Passive Acoustics to Monitor At-
lantic Croaker Populations in Pamilico Sound, NC;  SEC-
OND PLACE (TIE): Ryan J. Woodland (University of
Maryland) & Assessing Changes in Trophic Ecology of Juve-
nile Fish Across an Estuarine -Marine Boundary:
Consequences of Natal Habitat Use; SECOND PLACE
(TIE): Lonnie Gonsalves (University of Maryland

)

(Continued on p. 4)
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