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Tools of the Trade  
Steve Lochmann, SDAFS President 

 
ould you send a fisheries biologist to electrofish without a dip net?  
Would you send a hatchery worker to harvest fish without a seine?  
These tools are critical to a fishery professional. Another tool for 

fishery professionals is the knowledge base present within AFS journals.  
McMullin and Pert (2010, see Figure 5.4) revised the fisheries management 
cycle, relative to the fisheries management process outlined by Krueger and 
Decker (1999, see Figure 2.3).  I defer to the wisdom of McMullin and Pert, but 
there is an aspect absent from their diagram, which perhaps should not be.  
Krueger and Decker identified the central role that a knowledge base plays 
during each step of the management process cycle.  Would you send a fishery 
biologist to manage a fishery without access to the knowledge base in our AFS 
journals?  For 44% of the states in the Southern Division the answer is, yes.  
 
At the 2010 Mid -year meeting in 
Tampa, I suggested a ñno 
biologist left behindò policy.  I 
iterated the importance of online 
access to AFS journals for every 
fishery biologist in the Division.  
Since that meeting, I have 
discussed journal access with 
biologists from every state in the 
Division.  Seven states do not 
provide online access to AFS 
journals for their biologists.  
Without access to the science, the expectation that a fishery biologist will make 
science-based management decisions might be unrealistic.  The magnitude of 
the fishery science knowledge base is growing exponentially.  No biologist can 
be expected to internalize this much information.  Therefore, consistent 
journal access is a requirement.   
 
Access to journals might not have to be ñonlineò access.  I disagree, for two 
reasons.  Firstly, one cannot keyword search a shelf full of paper copies of a 
journal.  To do their job effectively, fishery biologists should be able to access a 
maximum amount of information in a minimum amount of time.  
Electronically searching a database for journal citations is the most likely way 
to generate a comprehensive citation list.  Secondly, there is an expectation 
today that information will be accessible instantly from the Internet.  What 
supervisor wants to see his or her biologist disappear into the stacks of a 
library for hours at a time?  The biologist who can access a searchable database 
and electronic copies of articles, from their desk, is going to be more efficient. 
Continued on page 2  
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Tools of the Trade  
Continued from page 1 

State budgets are shrinking; so many administrators are looking for cost-cutting opportunities.  Cutting journal 
subscriptions may appear to be a wise decision.  Again, I disagree.  As budgets shrink, travel line items decline, so 
fewer biologists are able to attend scientific conferences.  Scientific conferences were an important place for a 
biologistôs knowledge base to grow.  If biologists attend fewer meetings, journal access becomes even more 
important.  Yes, there is a cost for journal subscriptions and online access (probably $2000-$5000 per year), but 
ask yourself how much bad management costs an agency. 
 
Last year, AFS contracted with Taylor and Francis to market our journals.  This action created a new procedure 
for providing biologists access to AFS journals. Some state agencies have had difficulty with the change.  Some 
state agencies may appear to bear an increased cost for the same access.  Each state is unique, and access to our 
journals is not a one-size-fits -all proposition.  Taylor and Francis are ready to speak with state agencies regarding 
consortia pricing.  If your state is along the eastern seaboard, call Beth Mullen at 215-625-8900 (ext 340).  I f you 
state is in the central U.S., call Tina Currado at 215-625-8900 (ext 366).  
 
My hope is that every state in the Southern Division will work out a deal with Taylor and Francis, so that no 
biologist goes without access to our AFS journals.  If every state embraces this ideal, I will be pleased, but not 
satisfied.  I will be satisfied when biologists are accessing journals regularly to facilitate science-based 
management decisions.  Once state agencies provide access, it is incumbent upon biologists to pick up this tool 
and use it. 

 
Krueger, C. C., and D. J. Decker. 1999. The process of fisheries management. Pages 31-59 in C. C. Kohler and W. A. Hubert, 

editors. Inland fisheries management in North America, 2 nd edition. American Fisheries Society, Bethesda, 
Maryland.  

McMullin, S. L., and E. Pert. 2010. The process of fisheries management. Pages 133-155 in W. A. Hubert and M. C. Quist, 
editors. Inland fisheries management in North America, 3 rd edition. American Fisheries Society, Bethesda, 
Maryland . 

 

SDAFS Membership Challenge  
The purpose of the Membership Challenge Award is to recognize Chapters with a high proportion of Chapter 
members belonging to the Society.  This award is presented by the Division President.  To be considered for this 
award, Chapter Presidents or Secretary-Treasurers should compare a list of names of members 
who have paid Chapter dues, to the list of Society members in good standing from their state(s) 
utilizing the AFS membership directory (https:// secure.fisheries.org/DotNet/Login.aspx) .  
 
Chapter President or Secretary-Treasurer will determine the proportion of Chapter 
members whose names also appear in the AFS membership directory.  Names from 
the AFS membership directory, in the appropriate state(s), that ARE NOT chapter 
members should not be included in the proportion calculation.   Chapter Presidents 
or Secretary-Treasurers should submit their proportion to Steve Lochmann 
(slochmann@uaex.edu) by  September 30, 2011.  Documentation of the proportion 
will be requested in the event of a close race (within 0.5%).  
 
The winning Chapter will receive a cash prize of $250 AND get to direct the donation of another $250 to the AFS 
fund of their choosing. The winning Chapter will be announced at the subsequent SDAFS Business Meeting, have 
their name engraved on the SDAFS Membership Challenge Plaque, and be presented with the plaque and a $250 
check.  They will be able to direct a $250 donation to the AFS Fund of their choice, and can direct the SDAFS 
Secretary-Treasurer to do so after conferring with the Chapterôs EXCOM or membership. 

about:blank
mailto:slochmann@uaex.edu
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2011 Officer Elections  
The 2011 SDAFS officer elections have begun. The election will be open until Friday, Jul y 8th 11:59 PM  
(Eastern Time).  Votes can be cast at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=yS1qHtGztTwb6qprYQn1QQ_3d_3d 
This year we will be voting for Vice-President and SDAFS Representative to the AFS Nominating Committee. We 
have four excellent candidates. The candidates for Vice-President are Tom Holman and John Jackson. The 
candidates for SDAFS Representative to the AFS Nominating Committee are Melissa Kaintz and Anthony 
Overton. 

Tom Holman  has worked for the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks in various capacities since 1988.  From 1988 ï 2003, he was a district biologist managing 
sport fisheries in reservoirs, streams and agency owned impoundments.  In 2003, he moved into 
administration. Currently, he is the Federal Assistance Sport Fish Restoration Grants 
administrator and also coordinates the fish hatchery and aquatic education programs.   He is 
active in the agencyôs childrenôs fishing rodeo program promoting youth participation and is a 
member of the Aquatic Resources Education Association.  He serves as the agencyôs 
representative on the Mississippi Fish Consumption Advisory Task Force and the SARP 
Communications and Outreach Committee.  He is active in the agencyôs boating access program 
and was a contributor to the second edition of SOBAôs Operations and Maintenance Program 
Guidelines for Recreational Boating Access Facilities.   Prior to wor king in Mississippi, he was a 

consultant for the Instituto Nacional de Investigação de Pesca in Lisbon, Portugal, on largemouth bass management and 
catfish aquaculture (86-87) and was an Observer with NMFS in Alaska (83).     

Holman earned his BS in Biology from George Mason University, The University of Northern Virginia, in 1980 and his MS in 
Fisheries Management from Auburn University in 1985.   He was a member of the Auburn Chapter (82-85).   

Holman has been a member of AFS and the Mississippi Chapter since 1989 and is a Certified Fisheries Professional.   He 
served as liaison between the chapter and agency in installing a permanent chapter display at the state fish hatchery in Enid, 
Mississippi. He served as chapter president in 2010.  He is chapter chair for the AFS Technical Committees and Workshops 
for the upcoming 2012 SDAFS meeting in Biloxi, MS.  He served on the SEAFWA Fisheries Program committee (92-95) and 
was SEAFWA Fisheries Program Chair in 1994 and 2010.  On the division level, Holman has been the agencyôs 
representative on the Reservoir and Striped Bass Committees and is currently on the Alligator Gar Committee.   

ñIt is truly an honor to be nominated as a candidate for the position of Vice President.  As a management biologist the 
exchange of technical information afforded me from participation at division meetings and through technical committee 
publications over the years has been invaluable in my communicating with anglers on management issues.   In this time of 
small budgets and expanding internet availability, if elected, I would work to encourage agencies, universities and chapters 
to team up and develop a central, searchable depository for agency management reports and results of funded research 
which are otherwise unavailable to the Southern Division Membership.ò  

John Jackson  is an Associate Professor of Fisheries in the Department of 
Biological Sciences at Arkansas Tech University (ATU) where he currently teaches 
Population Dynamics, Advanced Fisheries Science, Principles of Ecology, Biostatistics, 
and Fish and Wildlife Seminar. John received his BS degree from Michigan State 
University in 1983, his MS fro m Mississippi State University in 1987, and his Ph.D. 
from Mississippi State University in 1996. So far, John has directed 10 MS students 
through research topics that have included relations between fish assemblages and 
environmental characteristics in flo odplain rivers and backwater lakes, changes in 
river fish assemblages following increases in environmental flows, evaluation of 
community fishing programs, and assessment of crappie populations supplemented 
with hatchery -reared fingerlings.  

John has been a member of AFS since 1993. He has served as President of the Mississippi State University Student Sub-
Unit, Student Representative for the Southern Division, President and Treasurer of the Arkansas Chapter, Faculty Advisor to 
the ATU Student Sub-Unit, Chair of the Southern Division Student Affairs Committee, and Chair of the Meeting Over -Site 
Committee.  

ñThe Southern Division of AFS has been a leading influence on my professional development through its commitment to 
student involvement, technical committees, and exchange of ideas at workshops and annual meetings.  I look forward to the 
opportunity to continue my service to AFS and, if elected, to develop and strengthen linkages among the student sub-units 
within the Southern Division.ò  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=yS1qHtGztTwb6qprYQn1QQ_3d_3d
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2011 Officer Elections  
Originally from Saint Louis, Missouri, Melissa Kaintz  graduated from 

Loyola University New Orleans in 2003 with a B.S. in Biological Sciences.  During that 
time, she worked with Dr. Frank Jordan to complete an undergraduate thesis project 
studying the summer patterns of microhabitat use by Percina nigrofascia ta  in Northwest 
Florida.   In 2005, she received her M.S. in Biology with a focus on fisheries management 
from Tennessee Technological University.  Under the guidance of Dr. Phil Bettoli at TN 
Tech, she researched black bass tournament mortality and more specifically, smallmouth 
bass delayed tournament mortality on Dale Hollow Reservoir, TN.    

She returned to Louisiana in 2005 and worked as a Coastal Resources Scientist with the 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources.  In September 2008, she transferred to the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries where she currently works as the 
statewide Operations Manager for the Inland Fisheries Section within the Office of Fisheries. 

Melissa has been a member of the American Fisheries Society since 2003.  She served as the Secretary/Treasurer of the 
Tennessee Tech Student Fisheries Association from 2004-2005, she was the abstract editor for the Louisiana Chapter of the 
American Fisheries Society 2010 annual meeting, and is currently President-elect for the Louisiana Chapter of the American 
Fisheries Society. 

The American Fisheries Society has been a major factor in the development of my fisheries career thus far.  I am grateful for 
the opportunity to interact with so many dedicated and motivated individuals at  various AFS events.  It would be an honor 
to serve as a committee member for the Southern Division of the American Fisheries Society and I appreciate your 
consideration.  

 

Anthony Overton  is an Associate Professor in Fisheries Ecology in the 

Department of Biology at East Carolina University, Greenville, NC.   He received his B.S. 
(1994) from South Carolina State University, M.S. (1997) from University of Georgia, and 
Ph.D. from University of  Maryland -Eastern Shore (2003). He spent one year at East Carolina 
University on a postdoctoral research appointment at East Carolina University before joining 
the Faculty in 2004.    

Anthony is very active in AFS at multiple levels.  He has been a member since 1995. He has 
served on many committees (e.g. Best paper in NAJFM and TAFS), former president of the 
Tidewater Chapter, Former Chair of the Best Paper Awards in AFS Journals, Current Faculty 
Advisor for the East Carolina University Student Subunit, Cur rent Treasurer and Webmaster 

for the Estuaries section.  Anthony currently serves as a subject editor for the newest AFS Journal Marine and Coastal 
Fisheries. Anthony is a member of other management boards including the North Carolina Marine Fisheries Advi sory Board 
and a member of the ICCAT Advisory Committee. 
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Georgia Chapter Test Drives Online Survey Tool 
to Select New Logo  
Joe E. Slaughter, IV, GA-AFS President 

While most of us have likely participated in an online survey, I suspect few have actually thought about setting 
one up.  Even those that have considered their own online survey probably have some reservations.  The 
Southern Division of AFS has a registered account with surveymonkey.com to facilitate member surveys and 
provide a free tool for Division units interested in going digital.  
 
In early 2011, the Georgia Chapter utilized the Southern Division surveymonkey.com account to poll its 
membership and select a new logo.  Initially, I was apprehensive about setting up the survey for several reasons 
a) I have no experience whatsoever with online survey creation and distribution, and b) our survey was intended 
to select from among four graphical logo options and not to simply answer text -based questions.   
 
Relative to my first concern, the site is much easier to navigate than I ever thought possible.  Everything I needed 
to know was right in front of me, and they intuitively asked the right questions and worked out the details in a 
step-wise and very user friendly manner.  From log-in throu gh full creation, it took about 15 minutes.  It was 
really as easy as clicking to add a question, selecting the question type, typing in your question and your possible 
results, and then clicking a button to finish.  Even adding the graphic was as simple as a couple of mouse clicks.  
We didnôt want to have to load all our membersô email addresses into their system (which by the way only 
requires an email list in excel formatéshould have read a little deeper into the manual before making that 
choice), so the site gave us the option to have a web link created for our survey.  We sent out that link to our 
members in a standard email from the Chapter, and we were off and running. 
 
As for the latter apprehensionéI squeeze fish for a living.  No one has ever mistaken me for a graphic designer, 
artist, or digital media specialist.  I started with four separate logo options saved as .jpgs.  While Iôm sure there is 
an option within surveymonkey.comôs system to assign each of the various .jpgs as a potential answer to a 
question (another part of the manual I likely skipped over), I resorted to the old fashioned wayéMS Paint.  I 
copied all four options side-by-side, cleverly labeled them Option 1 through Option 4, saved the whole thing as a 
.jpg, and uploaded it to the survey.  Oh yeah, that resourceful approach to digital media design took up about 12 
of the 15 minutes spent creating the survey. 
 
We set a 10 day deadline for submissions to our poll.  In retrospect, I suppose a week or less for a simple survey 
would have been more than sufficient.  Over 25% of our membership responded within two hours of the initial 
announcement, after half a day we had reached a quorum (>50%), and in total over 75% of our members 
participated.  Iôm not too sure we couldôve done much better if we had locked 
everyone in a room and taken the vote in person.  Also, while we didnôt utilize the 
more advanced survey results functions, options are available to track voting 
trends and all sorts of other survey related data directly from the site.   
 
In my humble opinion, this is a v ery worthwhile tool, even for fish 
folks. If you or your unit leaders are interested in exploring the 
surveymonkey.com tool to conduct AFS business, contact one of 
your Southern Division officers for more information.  Maybe 
somebody should call the company and inquire about changing the 
name to surveycatfish.coméjust a thought. 
 
Oh yeah, AND THE WINNER WASé 
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SDAFS Resolution Needs Your Input  
As per the SDAFS bylaws, all proposed resolutions must be published in the summer newsletter to receive 
comments prior to consideration by SDAFS Officers and a vote by the SDAFS membership at our annual 
SDAFS Business Meeting.  All comments to the below proposed resolution should be sent to Dennis Riecke at 
dennisr@mdwfp.state.ms.us  by September 1, 2011.  

 
RESOLUTION ON THE FEDERAL FUNDING FOR PROGRAMS TO PREVENT, CONTROL, AND MANAGE 

 AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES  
 
WHEREAS, since the European colonization of North America, it has been estimated that between 5,000-50,000 
nonnative species have been introduced into the United States (Pimentel et al. 2000) and at least 4,500 species 
of foreign origin have established free-living populations in the United States (OTA 1993) and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Office of Technology Assessment estimates that 10-15 percent of introduced species may become 
established and about 10 percent of established species become invasive (U.S. Congress, OTA 1993) and; 
 
WHEREAS, Executive Order 13112 defines an invasive species as ñan alien species whose introduction does or is 
likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health and;  
 
WHEREAS, in the Executive Summary of the National Invasive Species Management Plan the term ñinvasive 
speciesò was further clarified and defined as ña species that is non-native to the ecosystem under consideration 
and whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health 
and; 
 
WHEREAS, it has been conservatively estimated that annual economic costs to the United States of 
nonindigenous species, exceeds 120 billion dollars (Pimentel et. al. 2005) and;  
 
WHEREAS, species introductions s have been both intentional and accidental and the following pathways for the 
introduction of invasive aquatic species have been identified: aquaculture, water gardening, fishing, ballast water 
and other media, transportation, shipping, boating, natural disasters, the aquarium and pet industry, cultural 
traditions, and;  
 
WHEREAS, the US Congress in recognition of the harm caused by the introduction of the zebra mussel and 
concerned about increasing numbers of aquatic invasive species introductions passed the Nonindigenous Aquatic 
Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1992 (Act) and; 
 
WHEREAS, this Act mandates the development and implementation of a comprehensive national program to 
prevent and respond to problems caused by the unintentional introduction of nonindigenous aquatic species into 
the waters of the United States which led to the formation from 1991-2003 of six Regional Panels on Aquatic 
Nuisance Species (Regional Panels) covering the entire country and; 
 
WHEREAS, in response to this act, the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force (ANSTF) has approved seven 
National Species Management and Control Plans (ruffe, brown tree snake European green crab, Chinese mitten 
crab, Caulerpa (seaweed), New Zealand mudsnail, and Asian carp) and has approved 39 State/Interstate Aquatic 
Nuisance Species Management Plans (State/Interstate Plans) with the goal of each state having an approved 
Aquatic Nuisance Species Management Plan in the near future and; 
 
WHEREAS, since 2004 annual federal authorizations and appropriations have resulted in only $300,000 dollars 
for all Regional Panels and $1,075,000 dollars for all State/Interstate Plans to implement activities and 
programs to prevent, monitor and control aquatic invasive species and thus the amount of funding per 

mailto:dennisr@mdwfp.state.ms.us
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State/Interstate Plan is decreasing as more State/Interstate Plans are approved by the ANSTFS since the 
$1,075,000 is divided equally among all State/Interstate Plans and;  
 
WHEREAS, aquatic invasive species experts have recommended that adequate funding would be $1,000,000 
dollars per year for each of the six Regional Panels and the Quagga-Zebra Mussel Action Plan (2010) estimated 
that approximately $1,000,000 dollars was needed for adequate implementation of each State/Interstate Plans 
(39 plans) and, 
 
WHEREAS, in the near future it is anticipated that there will be at least 53 State/Int erstate Plans (50 State Plans 
and 3 Interstate Plans), therefore be it 
 
RESOLVED, that the Southern Division, American Fisheries Society, assembled at its annual meeting on this 19th 
day of January in the year 2012 at Biloxi, Mississippi urges the Congress of the United States to appropriate 
$59,000,000 dollars funding on an annual basis for Regional Panels and State/Interstate Plans for prevention, 
control and management of nonnative aquatic invasive species. 
 

 
 

Set your sights on attending this yearôs Annual Meeting of the American Fisheries Society in the beautiful Pacific 

Northwest. With its focus on ñNew Frontiers in Fisheries Management and Ecology: Leading the Way 

in a Changing World, ò the conference will provide a wonderful opportunity for fisheries professionals to meet, 

exchange information, catch up with friends, and find inspiration.  

The 2011 AFS Meeting will provide a unique forum for participants to explore the many multidisciplinary aspects 

of fisheries science and management. In addition to the eclectic mix of outstanding symposia, contributed 

papers, and posters for which AFS meetings are known, the Seattle meeting will feature a broad range of 

technical, social, and legal topics that are of national and international interest, inclu ding measures to recover 

from massive anthropogenic and weather-related catastrophes and to ensure the long-term sustainability of 

fisheries resources. Regional topics will highlight efforts to protect and clean up Puget Sound and address 

emerging issues related to the Columbia River, salmon recovery, and watershed management. We encourage 

those involved or interested in fisheries science and management, marine and freshwater habitat protection, or 

fisheries-related recreation to contribute to this importan t meeting. 

Support AFS and indulge yourself by coming to Seattle this September. We guarantee your experience will be a 

memorable one. 
 
 

http://afs2011.org/
http://afs2011.org/
http://afs2011.org/
http://afs2011.org/
http://afs2011.org/
http://afs2011.org/
http://afs2011.org/
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