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 Like all of the Division Presi-

dents before me, I have to begin my last 

Presidentõs Message by remarking how 

fast the year has gone by.  Since the 

Spring Meeting in Tampa falls in Janu-

ary 2011, my tenure as President will 

only be an 11 -month stint.  It almost 

makes up for that 3 -year term as Reser-

voir Committee Chair ð almost !  It has 

been an interesting year to be a member 

of the American Fisheries Society and a 

participant on the Governing Board.  We 

are certainly going through a period of 

change in the organization.  To me the 

notable items of 2010 have been low 

meeting attendance and volunteerism, a 

transition of AFS journal publication (a 

new vendor, Taylor and Francis), and 

some excellent dialogue about past, cur-

rent, and future of fisheries education 

programs.  

 While the U.S. economy is said to 

be improving, the budgets of conservation 

agencies have a built -in lag and have yet 

to see that upswing.  In the meantime, 

the first item to get cut from agency 

budgets is out -of-state travel.  I believe 

that the Annual AFS Meeting in Pitts-

burgh drew about 1,500 registrants, 

which is low for a recent Annual Meeting.  

Many division and chapter meetings 

across AFS have been canceled, short-

ened, or lost money due to lack of atten-

dees.  Because of the hard work of the 

North Carolina Chapter, the Southern 

Division bucked that trend in 2010, and I 

think the volunteers in Florida are going 

to do the same. 

 I feel travel budgets will be im-

pacted well into the future.  That not 

only limits our ability to share science 

through oral and poster presentations 

and symposia, but it restricts what our 

technical committees are able to accom-

plish.  These committees require consid-

erable meeting time to work on projects, 

host symposia, and produce books of pro-

ceedings from those symposia.  Achieving 

a quorum to conduct unit business has 

even become a problem. 

 The Southern Division has been a 

leader in finding alternate ways for mem-

bers to attend meetings.  We have pro-

duced podcasts of oral presentations from 

the Spring Meeting for the last few years 

and other divisions will probably be fol-

lowing our lead.  We also produced (along 

with the Wildlife Society) a live webcast of 

the Species Introductions & Re -

introductions Symposium held at Missis-

sippi State University this year.  The 

number of virtual attendees far exceeded 

our expectations, so I think you will see 

the use of virtual meetings grow.  The 

Governing Board has spent a lot of time in 

this area in 2010.  The symposium I just 

mentioned was a pilot spearheaded by 

Meeting Oversight Committee Chair John 

Jackson.  Research conducted by the com-

mittee is going to open the doors for new 

initiatives for virtual meeting attendance 

including continuing education work-

shops, plenary sessions, topic oriented 

meetings, and symposia such as Deepwa-

ter Horizon (discussed below).  

 The shift from using Allen Press 

to Taylor and Francis for journal publica-

tion was not taken lightly by the Govern-

ing Board.  Executive Director Gus Ras-

sam conducted an exhaustive effort (as he 

always does) to identify what similar -sized 

organizations have done with their publi-

cations.  The Governing Board asked 

every question there was to ask to ensure 

the membershipõs needs were met.  Of 

course, lawyers were then called in to de-

velop a contract that protects the interests 

of our organization.  

 Subscriptions (primarily library 

subscriptions) provide the bulk of the in-
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come that keeps the Society running.  A positive fiscal im-

pact to AFS was a principal requirement for any changes 

made to our publications program.  The Governing Board 

wanted to ensure that AFS retained editorial control of the 

content to maintain our high standards as well as control of 

setting subscription costs to members.  In my opinion, the 

deal that AFS has inked with Taylor and Francis has ex-

ceeded all of these requirements.  Added benefits of the deal 

include bundling of AFS journals into library packages,  

worldwide marketing (which should significantly increase 

revenue and possibly help Impact Factors), and the elec-

tronic resources of a larger publisher (improved member-

ship services and access to content).  AFS staff that previ-

ously spent some amount of time dealing with publications 

and membership will hopefully spend more time on other 

membership needs in the future.  

 There has been a lot of discussion about the chang-

ing aquatic curricula at universities and how it may or may 

not fit the current and future needs of conservation agen-

cies (see Don Gabelhouseõs article in the September issue of 

Fisheries ).  The 2010 Governing Board retreat also ad-

dressed this topic (see http://www.sdafs.org/blogs/?p=473 ).  

Essentially here is the problem:  Inland fisheries adminis-

trators still rank òtraditionaló core competencies such as 

fisheries management and techniques, fish culture, and fish 

health as the most important college courses or skills for 

entry -level biologists.  University paradigms are shifting 

away from the traditional competencies and toward a less 

applied/more theoretical, non -consumptive, conservation 

biology- driven, non Sportfish Restoration funding -driven 

paradigm.  The reasons cited for this divergence include 

changing job market and funding sources, a shift from 

teaching to research, greater emphasis on holistic conserva-

tion efforts, and changing student demographics.  

We spent an entire retreat on this matter and barely 

scratched the surface.  The Governing Board includes many 

members from academia who find themselves dealing with 

this issue every day, yet it seems to be a steamroller with a 

lot of momentum right now.  We also had a counterpart 

from the Wildlife Society join us during the session, and he 

admitted that they are dealing with the same trends.  The 

bottom line seems to me that the universities and the de-

partments and staff within them are following the funding 

streams.  Maybe conservation agencies should do a better 

job of putting their money where their mouths are and in-

vest in research through fisheries management and aqua-

culture programs at their land grant universities.  

 There will probably always be a bit of a disconnect 

between the preferred skills of new employees and what 

skills are coming out of universities.  I canõt say that the 

system is broken or needs to be fixed.  Iõm very impressed 

by how well rounded the fisheries students are at all levels.  

Just attend a Southern Division meeting and you will 

quickly see.  Often, the best presentations are given by or 

cutting -edge research is done by, students ð not profession-

Presidentôs Address 

als.  They have both òbook smartsó and typically have a lot 

of hands-on experience for their age.  Many have taught 

labs and/or classes and they are the ones who generally op-

erate the technology at meetings.   They are generally as 

capable of talking about GIS or economics or chemistry as 

they are about fish.  I spend the majority of my time these 

days working with lawyers, officers, analysts, project man-

agers, and administrators ð with diverse educational back-

grounds.  I am typically underwhelmed by their ability to 

convey information verbally or in written form.  They can 

usually discuss their small niche in detail, but I have to 

talk to someone else about a related topic.  Therefore I cele-

brate the broad, complicated set of curricula that we cur-

rently require ð and challenge supervisors to send their 

people to training for those skills they may be lacking.  Per-

haps continuing education workshops sponsored by AFS is 

an answer to meeting some of the needs of specific skills 

otherwise not acquired in school or on the job.  Both on -site 

workshops at local, regional, or Parent Society meeting and 

distance learning would make the material available to the 

greatest number of members.  

 

 I hope that you will be able to join me January 13 -

16 in Tampa, Florida for the Spring Meeting.  The folks in 

Florida have put together an outstanding program.  At this 

time there are seven technical committee meetings, five 

continuing education workshops, five symposia, and well 

over 100 oral and poster presentations.  

 Finally, it appears that things are looking up in the 

Gulf (particularly since my last Presidentõs Address).  We 

have posted a video of the Deepwater Horizon Symposium 

held at the Annual Meeting in Pittsburgh on the Parent 

Society web site 

(http://afs.confex.com/afs/2010/flvgateway.cgi/id/1?recording

id=1 ).  There is still a lot of cleanup, monitoring, and re-

search left to do, and I hope updates and results will be 

shared with all of us at future SDAFS Spring Meetings.   

See you in Tampa!  

Fred Janssen  

President, SDAFS  

 

 

http://www.sdafs.org/blogs/?p=473
http://afs.confex.com/afs/2010/flvgateway.cgi/id/1?recordingid=1
http://afs.confex.com/afs/2010/flvgateway.cgi/id/1?recordingid=1
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Chapter Reports  

TEXAS CHAPTER  

 
 The Texas Chapter AFS annual meeting will be 

held at the Embassy Suites Hotel and Conference Center 

in San Marcos on February 10 -12, 2011. The theme of the 

Plenary Session is òFish Habitat: Contemporary Ap-

proaches for Assessment, Conservation, Enhancement, 

and Restoration.ó The meeting will consist of one continu-

ing education course, an evening social on Thursday, ple-

nary and contributed sessions, our banquet/auction on Fri-

day evening, and the TCAFS business meeting on Satur-

day. Go to http://www.sdafs.org/tcafs/

meetings/11meet/2011meethome.html  for additional infor-

mation or contact Craig Bonds 

craig.bonds@tpwd.state.tx.us .  For those who are unable to 

attend, a podcast of meeting proceedings will be made 

available.  

 The Texas Chapter established a new relationship 

with the Sportsmenõs Club of Fort Worth to deliver schol-

arships to deserving Texas fisheries students.  The Club 

has decided to fund two, $1,500 scholarships to be awarded 

at the TCAFS 2011 annual meeting.  Dave Terre, TCAFS 

Endowments Committee Chair, spearheaded this effort.  

òThis relationship will give us the capacity to expand our 

scholarship program and reach more students,ó Terre said, 

òhelping them to attain their educational and career goals 

in fisheries conservation, research, or management.ó 

 TCAFS Members, headed up by Mandy Scott, 

were once again active in assisting with òBass Brigades.ó  

Bass Brigades is a unique fisheries -based leadership camp 

for teens.  Four additional TCAFS members assisted the 

24 cadets at this yearõs camp held at Warren Ranch in 

Coleman County.  

 TCAFS sent letters to key members of Texasõ con-

gressional delegation urging their support for passage of 

the National Fish Habitat Conservation Act (S.1214 and 

H.R. 2565).  The National Fish Habitat Conservation Act 

will for the first time establish a national framework for 

freshwater and coastal habitat protection, restoration and 

enhancement.  By establishing a national program to sup-

port a series of regional Fish Habitat Partnerships, this 

legislation will focus the attention, resources and expertise 

of the many public and private agencies and organizations 

working on freshwater and coastal habitat conservation in 

a way that allows us to be even more effective in conserv-

ing and protecting these vital resources.  

FLORIDA CHAPTER  
 

The Florida Chapter is making the final arrange-

ments for the 19 th  annual meeting of the Southern Division 

of the American Fisheries Society being held at the Grand 

Hyatt Tampa Bay January 13 -16, 2011.  Please see enclosed 

invitation.  The 2011 SDAFS Spring Meeting, òFisheries con-

nectivity: headwaters to oceansó will provide a platform for 

fisheries biologists from mountain streams to open seas to 

meet and discuss patterns of diversity, similarities in demog-

raphy, behavior, and species specific adaptations for survival 

in these habitats.  In addition to the technical committee 

meetings, we have organized five workshops on a variety of 

topics: simulation tools, population dynamics, working with 

stakeholders, communication skills, and career paths in fish-

eries and will be hosting six special topic symposiums: Con-

servation of Darters , Ecology, Biology, Conservation, and 

Management of Snook: What have we learned? , Tools and 

Techniques Used to Conserve and Manage Freshwater Mus-

sel Populations , Southeast U.S. Reef Fishes: Research, Moni-

toring, and Implications for Management , Reproductive Re-

silience in Exploited Fishes of the Southeast U.S.: What do 

we need to know?, and Non-native Fishes in Florida  

(discussion panel).  Make sure to register online (http://

www.sdafs.org/flafs/registration.html).  

  

See you in Tampa,  

 

Linda Lombardi  

FL Chapter President  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sdafs.org/tcafs/meetings/11meet/2011meethome.html
http://www.sdafs.org/tcafs/meetings/11meet/2011meethome.html
mailto:craig.bonds@tpwd.state.tx.us
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Chapter Reports  

MISSISSIPPI CHPATER   

 The Mississippi Chapter of the American Fisheries 

Society held its annual meeting at the Herbert Bryant 

Conference Center at Tara Wildlife, Vicksburg, Missis-

sippi, February 3 -5, 2010.  The meeting drew 84 partici-

pants, a mix of students, professionals and NCO represen-

tatives.  There were thirty -six oral and 4 poster presenta-

tions on topics ranging from sharpnose sharks to silver 

carp.  The chapterõs C.A. Schulz Conservation Award, 

given to individuals who have devoted their careers to pro-

moting conservation, sound taxonomy and or public aware-

ness of Mississippiõs aquatic resources, was presented to 

Dr. Stephen T. Ross.  Dr. Ross who authored Inland Fishes 

of Mississipp i and retired from the University of Southern 

Mississippi is currently Curator Emeritus of Fishes, Mu-

seum of Southwestern Biology, University of New Mexico.  

This marked the second time the award was given and Dr. 

Ross joins the 2005 recipient, Jim Franks of the University 

of Southern Mississippiõs Gulf Coast Research Laboratory. 

 The chapter is making plans for its 2011 meeting, 

February 16 -18, in Starkville, MS.   

 The Mackeyõs Creek Streambank Restoration Pro-

ject, conceived and executed by two MSAFS members, Ja-

son Olive, MS Dept Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks and 

Ricky Campbell, Manager of the Private John Allen Na-

tional Fish Hatchery, was selected as one of the 2010 Wa-

ters to Watch by the National Fish Habitat Action Plan.  

The project involved streambank stabilization of a section 

on Mackeyõs Creek as part of an effort to enhance habitat 

for Gulf walleye.     

The MSAFS Student Caucus was replaced with 

two Student sub -units: University of Southern Mississippi 

(USM), President Mike Lowe; and Mississippi State Uni-

versity (MSU), President Dan Dembkowsky.  Both sub -

units have been active and MSU has launched its website - 

http://msuafs.org.msstate.edu/ . 

Mark Peterson, Kevin Hunt and a host of commit-

tee program chairs are working diligently on the 2012 

Southern Division spring meeting to be held on the beauti-

ful Mississippi Gulf Coast. The Mississippi Chapter invites 

everyone to attend this event.  Nancy Brown -Peterson re-

ports that the meeting will be held in the newly renovated 

conference facilities at the IP Casino Resort and Spa in 

Biloxi, January 26 -29, 2011.  The IP is a 4 -diamond resort 

with numerous restaurants and lounges, a full -service spa,  

a fitness center and other diversions and, of course, the ca-

sino.  For those not interested in gaming, the Mississippi 

Gulf Coast offers charter fishing opportunities, a thriving eco

-tourism business, award winning golf courses, and art and 

historical sites, including Beauvoir, the last home of Jeffer-

son Davis.  

 The 2012 Southern Division meeting will include 

technical committee meetings, workshops, symposia, oral 

and poster presentations, and student paper competition 

along with receptions on Friday and Saturday.  Proposals for 

symposia (full or half -day) are requested; please email Matt 

Roberts (matt.roberts@mmns.state.ms.us ), symposium coor-

dinator, with your ideas.  Additional information regarding 

the venues, sessions and costs will be posted on the Southern 

Division website in February 2011.  We hope to see you in 

Biloxi in 2012!  

 

AFS 2010 Ross and Franks C.A. Schultz Award  

 

Left: Stephen T. Ross, USM retired, 2010 award winner  

 

Right: Jim Franks, USM Gulf Coast Research Laboratory, 

2005 award winner  

Mississippi Chapter of the American Fisheries Society  

http://msuafs.org.msstate.edu/
mailto:matt.roberts@mmns.state.ms.us


5 Southern Division News  January 2011  
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VIRGINIA TECH CHAPTER  

The Virginia Tech Chapter of the American Fish-

eries Society has been busy this fall.  Several of our mem-

bers attended the national meeting of the parent society 

during September in Pittsburgh.  We all took advantage of 

opportunities to meet new people and reconnect with our 

colleagues from other universities.  Several of our mem-

bers presented research in poster and oral presentations, 

and we all learned a great deal through the presented re-

search of others.  

 

 We hosted several guest speakers at campus this 

semester, ranging in topics from the human -dimensions 

side of fisheries to monitoring billfishes.  The meetings 

presented our student members with opportunities to in-

teract with one another and with distinguished profession-

als. 

 

 The chapter has been very active in mentoring 

this year, and we look forward to continuing this work in 

the spring.  Our members are involved in mentoring at 

both the graduate and undergraduate level.  We feel that 

this experience has helped retain member attendance at 

meetings this year, and has strengthened ties between our 

members. 

 Our stream concerns committee has been working 

again this year to monitor a local stream that has seen a 

great deal of restoration activity in the past several years.  

Work in the stream ranges from trash clean -ups to stream -

bank restoration and IBI monitoring of the fish commu-

nity.  The work gives our members a chance to interact 

with one another and provides a service to the local com-

munity.  It also gives underclassmen the opportunity to 

get out and learn essential skills outside of a classroom or 

monthly meeting.  

 

 Our Science and Conservation committee showed 

its support for the Chesapeake Bay Foundation this se-

mester by writing letters to state officials regarding restora-

tion efforts in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  We encour-

aged the current administration to adopt more -stringent 

regulations for water quality and pollution in the watershed, 

thereby setting a positive example for future administra-

tions.  

 Finally, our members are busy planning the 28 th  

Annual Mudbass Classic for spring.  The Mudbass classic is 

a combined fishing derby and mini -festival that helps mem-

bers get in touch with the local Blacksburg community.  The 

derby is geared toward children, but we also have separate 

entry for adults.  The event includes fishing, face painting, 

casting contests for kids, prizes, a live -fish display, and food.  

In addition to Mudbass, our members will also be participat-

ing in a campus -wide Relay for Life event this spring.  

 

 We look forward to seeing everyone at the Southern 

Division meeting in Florida in a few weeks, and to having a 

productive (and fun!) spring semester in 2011.  

 

 

Dan Stich  

President, VTC AFS  


