Southern Division News

December 2009

American Fisheries Society

Southern Division News

A

Alabama North Carolina
Arkansas Oklahoma
Florida South Carolina
Georgia Tennessee
Kentucky Texas
Louisiana Virginia
‘ Maryland Washington, D.C.
Mississippi West Indian Islands

West Virginia

Inside this issue:

President ds

Chapter Reports 2
Announcements 6
Members Update 8

Editords Note 9

PRESI

Greetings fellow SD Members.

Happy New Year! This message
comes to you with all the hope and
aspirations that come with the new
beginnings. As we begin a new dec-
ade, | am optimistic that the tradition
of professional volunteerism within
and the resultant accomplishments by
the Division will continue. | am en-
couraged by the vitality and profes-
sionalism of the Student Subunits and
optimistic that the recent increase in
the number of such Units and their
contributions to the Division and the
Society will continue. The increase in
the number of and contributions by
Technical Working Committees also
inspire optimism. | am optimistic
about the promises the digital world
offers for improved efficiency to com-
municate with each other and the

Ald d rileready access to information that allow

us to be better stewards of the re-
sources we manage. Finally, | am op-
timistic that the austere economic cli-
mate under which we have labored so
diligently these past few years will
improve. In short, the Southern Divi-
sion, like the rest of the country, saw
our financial assets decline during the
close of the last decade. None-the-
less, we soldiered on and persevered f
even flourished in some instances. As
this new decade dawns, | encourage
you to think of all that we have ac-
complished by teamwork and support-
ing each other and suggest that
brighter days are ahead!

Plans for our first meeting of the
new decade are well underway! De-
spite the economic challenges facing
all of us, the NC Chapter has success-
fully organized and is poised to host a
superb 2010 Spring Meeting at the
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Marriott Renaissance , February 25 -28,

2010 in Ashville, NC. In addition to the
usual depth and breadth of the contrib-
uted paper sessions, there will be four
symposia (i.e., Brook Trout Symposium,
Black Banded Sunfish Symposium,

Restoration of Non -game Species, Best

Student Paper Competition) and two
workshops (i.e., Integration of Genetics
in Fisheries Management, New Appli-
cations of GIS to Fisheries Data). In
addition to the technical program, the
Southern Division will host a Leader-
ship Training seminar for anyone inter-
ested in becoming involved with the
governance of this wonderful organiza-
tion. Please visit the SD website and
examine the
Glance (http://www.sdafs.org/
meet-

ings/2010/2010_SDAFS_Schedule_at_a

_Glance.pdf). Travel funds and sched-
ule permitting, please make every ef-
fort to attend.

During my inaugural address in
New Orleans, | promised to introduce a
new section to the SD Newsletter.
Please recall that | noted receiving lots
of queries from some retired members
as to the whereabouts and activities of
former coll eagues.
hinddé and wanted a
their own whereabouts and activities as
well and learn about that old boss, for-
mer technician, or colleague. Accord-
ingly, | am pleased to announce the
creation of a new section for the SD
Newsletter. The new section is called
0Southern Division
and can be found toward the end of this
newsletter. Please take a minute to
peruse this section and consider send-
ing in your updates as you advance
through your career.

(Continued on pag®)
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http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/avlbr-renaissance-asheville-hotel/

PRE'SI

Southern Division News

December 2009

DENTOS ADDRES

My tenure as President of the Southern Division
wi || end during the
held on February 26, 2010, but I look forward to contin-
ued involvement with our Division. There is much to
be done within our
and as the old saying
wo r kldvas humbled by my election as SD Vice Presi-
dent a just a few short years ago, honored to represent
the Division at various chapter meetings, at the Soci-
etyds Governing Board,
professional organizations (e.g., SEAFWA), and thank-
ful for the opportunity to grow professionally. To the
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extent that | was successful in my service to the Divi-

tions, encouragement, and assistance. | have met
many wonderfully talented and dedicated people dur-

di vi si o ingraytrdvel$ avound theidivisignrarad fwidl cherisho n é
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personally and the Division in general, and | am grate-
ful for their assistance. | offer all of you a heart -felt
THANK YOU and wish us well for the new decade.
in our dealings with other
-Cecil A. Jennings ,
SD President 09
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The North Carolina Chapter AFS, in partnership
with the USFWS and the NC Wildlife Resources Com-
mission, provided financial and volunteer support in

2009 for a new outreach
in the Classroom. 6 The
Burk with Living Classrooms of D.C., anon -profit or-

ganization based out of Washington. The program,
similar in many ways to
fers teachers an opportunity to provide students with a
hands-on learning experience as the culture and release
of live fish is integrated into the curriculum.

The program contains a strong environmental com-
ponent, and has as its core objective to increase stu-
dent, parent and community awareness of the issues
facing migratory fish. Three schools were integrated
into the program in 2009, with additional schools on tap
to participate in 2010. Future goals are to develop a
web-based curriculum to allow schools throughout the
state to develop their own Shad in the Classroom pro-
grams. Partnership in this program is providing posi-
tive exposure for NC AFS while allowing us to actively
support resource conservation issues.

An additional outreach project completed by NC AFS
was the development of a
fishingégood for |ife and
chure detailed the economic impact of fishing in North
Carolina (with emphasis on the coastal region) while
highlighting the importance of continued conservation
efforts. Over 200 copies of the brochures were mailed to

program in
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state and federal legislators, city and county officials,
and local chamber of commerce contacts.

As 2009 comes to a close, the NCAFS Chapter is in
full swing preparing to host the 2010 Southern Division
AFS meeting in Asheville, February 25 928. Planning
and organizing have continued throughout 2009 under
the watchful eye of Lawrence Dorsey, General Chair,
and we are looking forward to seeing our friends and
colleagues from around the Southern Division.

Please make plans now ( http://www.sdafs.org/

meetings/2010/) to attend!

. —ChagThomas
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NC

The Texas Chapter AFS (TCAFS) and its members
continue to be busy. In July the TCAFS and its mem-
bers once again partnered with Texas Brigades to put on
the Bass Brigade. This year Mandy Scott, TCAFS Stu-
dent Outreach Committee Chair, was in charge of the
Bass Brigade which was held at Fort Parker State Park
from July 13 -17.

The Bass Brigade, is. a unique educational prggram
oBsiotH 1 Eauch ok ko e Joh Gopa L4 4% © T
2Bolit aquatic ecosystems and hatural résource manage-
ment. Other major components of the Bass Brigade are
the teaching of life -skills, such as leadership, team -
building, critical -thinking, and communication.


http://www.sdafs.org/meetings/2010/
http://www.sdafs.org/meetings/2010/
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For five days, twenty high -achieving youth study botany
(terrestrial and aquatic plants), biology, river, pond, and
lake management, water quality and quantity strate- e
gies, and land and water stewardship. There are also —] A_F‘ N
activities involving photography, journaling, art, fishing S

skills, safety, and ethics.

VIREINIA CHAPTER efte
ANERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY

Organized in 1990

VIRGINIA CHAPTER

The Chapter started 2009 with an outstanding meet-
ing held at Washington and Lee University. Over 100
people attended talks from students, faculty and biolo-
gists alike. Scholarships were awarded to both under-
graduate and graduate students for their research in the
fisheries field.

A continuing education course was conducted on the
topic of oOFish Kills and Fish |
Fish Biologists. o Si x experts
tendees on topics such as viral and bacterial pathogens,
fish parasites and necropsies.

The environmental affairs/ advocacy committee
along with executive committee worked hard on keeping
up with legislative proceedings and updating the bylaws
of the chapter to bring them up to current status. Sev-
eral letters of support were sent to Virginia representa-
tives and senators in regards to various environmental
and climate change bills. Support letters were sent for
the Appalachian Restoration Act and the National Clean
Energy and Security Act, among others.

The TCAFS is also busy preparing for its Annual
meeting. This year the meeting will be held at the Rich-
ard M. Hart and Johnny Morris Conservation Center at
the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in Athens on
January 21 -23, 2010. .

The theme of the Plenary S
to management of fishes and
The meeting will consist of two continuing education
courses, an evening social on Thursday, plenary and con-
tributed sessions, our awards banquet and auction/raffle
on Friday, as well as a contributed session and the
TCAFS business meeting on Saturday. The two continu-
ing education courses will teach participants the benefits
of AFS Professional Certification and the basics of digi-
tal photography. There are also a lot of activities being
planned for students. These activities include a  Student/
Professional Mixer and a Student/Mentor Luncheon.

There will also be a Jobs Board where students can find
current job postings for part -time, full -time, and assis-
tantship positions. In addition, student members of the

TCAFS will be able to apply for four TCAFS scholarships

Currently the chapter is planning its 2010 meeting
to be held at the Skelton 4 -H Center on Smith Mountain

valued at $1,500 each as well as the Clark Hubbs Stu- Lake in conjunction with the Virginia Wildlife Society.

The joint meeting will bring together the two great chap-
ters in one setting for an exchange of ideas that will help
-BrianVanZee ! " managing the future of Virgi
: We look forward to this exciting and informative meet-
TCAFS President h Y A
ng with -loauwvi md @nkdr et hren. The
ter AFS looks forward to another great year in 2010.

dent Research Award.

- Eric M. Brittle
VCAFS President
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VIRGINIA TECH CHAPTER

The Virginia Tech chapter of AFS has had a busy
and exciting fall semester, and we are looking forward to
more of the same in the spring. In September, many of
our members attended and presented at the National
AFS meeting in Nashville, and everyone thoroughly en-

joyed the networking, professional skills building and 2009 MudBass Classic, hosted by the VTAFS
scientific learning throughout the conference. Two of
our members, Jamie Roberts and Yan Li, received travel We are beginning to plan the 27th Annual MudBass
awards from the Genetics section and the Equal Oppor- Classic Fishing Derby, a youth -centered fishing tourna-
tunities section, respectively. We are proud of them for ment and community outreach festival held every
their achievements! spring. We are looking forward to a busy and productive

In October, we hosted the Southern Division Student 2010!
Colloquium October 16 -18, and we considered it a great - Jane Argentina
success. We had over 45 attendees and presenters from VTAFS President
five schools, from Arkansas to Virginia, and everyone did
a great job. Wedd | i ke to thank Dr. Mary Fabrizio from

the Virginia Institute for Marine Science for joining us
as our keynote speaker and for her insight and view-
points on the future for fisheries scientists.
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EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY SUBUNIT

We would like to say hello from ECU -AFS! This year
has been exciting for our subunit. We have adopted the
theme of oO0ODiversityd in the ho
and faculty from a variety of coastal disciplines. We
started off this theme with our October business meeting
when we had Dr. Al ex Manda fr ol
Geology present on the hydro -geography of coastal sys-
tems and the important connection between the surface
geology and the fishery.

1 -,t’:‘i’l b’,,

VTAFS volunteers clean up a local stream For our November meeting, Dr. Charlton Godwin
from NC Division of Marine Fisheries explained the dif-
In, November, our streams concerns committee con- ferences between freshwater and marine stock assess-
tinued long -term monitoring of a local restored stream ments and their applications.
and continued their efforts in stream clean -up activities (Continued on page 5)

in our community.



