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Opportunities For 

Wildlife:
üWetland Reserve Program (WRP)

üWildlife Habitat Incentives 

Program (WHIP) 

üEnvironmental Quality 

Incentives Program (EQIP)



Natural Resources Conservation 

Service

Wetland Reserve 
Program (WRP)

A program that gives landowners 
the opportunity to receive 

financial incentives to restore 
wetlands in exchange for retiring 

marginal agricultural land
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WRP Eligible Lands:

üCropland with restorable wetlands

üDegraded wetlands on range and woodland 

where water has been removed and can be 

restored

üRiparian areas that link wetlands or important 

wildlife lands
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WRP Cost Share 
Assistance:

üPermanent easements

¸ 100% of restoration cost

ü30-year easements

¸ 75% of restoration cost

ü10-year contracts

¸ 10-year contract (no easement)

¸ 75% of restoration cost
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Wildlife Habitat 
Incentives Program 

(WHIP)

A program that provides technical 

assistance and cost share payments to 

those who want to develop and improve 

fish and wildlife habitat
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WHIP Cost Share 
Assistance:

ü5-10 year contract

üCost share assistance available on 

approved fish and wildlife practices

ü$25,000 maximum per contract

üIndividual plan developed by owner, 

NRCS, ODWC and FWS
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Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program (EQIP)

It provides technical, financial and educational 

assistance in designated priority areas

A program for farmers and ranchers who face serious       

threats to soil, water, and related natural resources
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Pondsï
Planning, Design,
Construction



Natural Resources Conservation 

Service

Two General Types of Ponds

üEmbankment Ponds

¸ Advantages
ÅCan create large a surface area of water

ÅGenerally make better habitat for fish and wildlife 

with varying water depths

¸ Disadvantages
ÅOften times require a principal spillway pipe

ÅUsually more operation and maintenance is required

ÅCan become a hazard if there is development 

downstream
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Embankment Pond
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Two General Types of Ponds

üExcavated Pond

¸ Advantages
¸ Easy to construct

¸ Low maintenance

¸ Disadvantages
¸ Usually will not provide a large surface area of water

¸ Not the most cost efficient.  Generally takes one cubic 

yard of excavation to get one cubic yard of water storage
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Excavated Pond
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Canopy Inlet Spillway Pipe
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Typical Canopy Inlet Spillway

Auxiliary Spillway 
Elevation

Flood Storage

Normal Pool Elevation
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Canopy Drop Inlet Spillway Pipe
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Typical Canopy Drop Inlet Spillway

Auxiliary Spillway 
Elevation

Flood Storage

Normal Pool Elevation
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Construction

üGood construction techniques are crucial 

to the success of an embankment pond

üNRCS has construction guidelines that 

must be followed if cost-share assistance 

is provided
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Installation of Canopy Drop 
Inlet Pipe




