by Debbie Wade

The 2006 AFS Southern Division Spring meeting was incredible with over 500 people in attendance with people
from all aspects of fisheries: students, professionals, freshwater, marine and aquaculture. It was great to see so
many people together in Texas working to enhance the fisheries of the Region and of course as always it was a
big thrill to see Texas excel in all aspects. The workshops and symposia were varied and of high quality with
something to appeal to everyone. The technical sessions set a new bar of excellence for all of us in both their
guality and their diversity.

| want to thank Dave Terre and the army who put this meeting together over the last year. Incredible efforts were
made to generate funds to support the meeting by many members of the Chapter under the direction of Brian
Van Zee and Charlie Munger with the result that we were able to fund many aspects of the meeting from outside
sources. Thank you all for your efforts!

An excellent product was achieved with great professionalism. | want to take a moment to extend congratulations
to all of those who were recognized at the TCAFS business meeting. Four scholarships were awarded to
students: two to undergraduates, Chris Arredondo and Josh Perkin, and two to Ph. D candidates, Bart Durham
and Casey Wiliams. This year we were able to recognize outstanding individuals who have been active
members of TCAFS for years. Outstanding Fisheries Worker Recognitions were presented to: Kevin Pope —
Education, Todd Robinson — Technical Support and Loraine Fries — Research. Special Recognition Awards
were presented to: Joan Glass for work on Golden Algae; Bruce Hysmith for his support of the Chapter through
Continuing Education and in his capacity as auctioneer; and Dave Terre for fundraising and support of the
Chapter. In addition, two participants in the Hutton Junior Fisheries Biology Program, Austin de la Cruz and
Nicolas Bertrand, who were mentored by Mike Gonzales of the San Antonio River Authority, were present at this
year’'s meeting and each received an award from the Chapter.

Plans are going forward to develop the Clark Hubbs Research Award.
Ray Matthews and his team are working to develop the process for
implementing this award. This will be a unique and special award for our
Chapter which will be funded through its own endowment.

With the end of his tenure as president of TCAFS, Dave has expressed
interest in refining our scholarship endowment fund so that it is earning
the maximum amount possible to keep it going for students in coming
years.

Art Morris is our new president-elect and will be planning our next annual
meeting. Let's look to the future and see what we can do next year at
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that meeting. | know from the time we were able to spend together at the meeting he has some exciting ideas for
the 2007 meeting. Let's start getting ready now.

As always, any volunteer or professional organization only works as well as it members. We are saying goodbye
to Fred Janssen as our longtime webmaster. He has done a great job and is going on to bigger and better things
within AFS. John Taylor has tentatively agreed to take on this role and mentor a fisheries student. Larry Hysmith
is resigning as chairman of the Student Outreach committee. Dave Peterson is also stepping down as chair of
the Awards committee after two years of leadership. If you are interested in working with either of these
committees or want to take this opportunity to chair the committee please contact me. Working with the chapter
members is a great way to network with your peers and to meet people from all areas of the fisheries profession.

| just realized how long this first address as president is, and will close by saying thank you to everyone who
works to make TCAFS and Fisheries in Texas what they are.

Debbie

)

by Art Morris

| am certainly humbled to have been elected by my peers to serve the Chapter in this capacity. Thanks to all who
voted for me and to Ray Mathews for volunteering to serve as well. It certainly will be a challenge to maintain the
level that my predecessors have taken the Chapter to, but | promise to do my best to keep this organization at
the best-in-the-world level!

It was great to see old friends and make new ones at this year's Southern Division meeting. Everyone that
worked behind the scenes needs a big pat on the back for pulling off one of the most lavish meetings | have ever
attended.

Planning for next year's meeting will have likely begun by the time you read this. The members of the ExCom led
by Deborah Wade will be calling upon the membership to get involved by volunteering their services and expertise
to help make next year's meeting a great one as well. Getting involved is a rewarding experience that can help us
in our daily routines and open up opportunities to foster our personal and professional growth. Be thinking of
ways where you can lend a hand and contact any member of the ExCom to see how you can provide assistance.

I look forward to working with everyone over the next couple years. Feel free to contact me if | can be of
assistance or if you have any questions or suggestions. Art.Morris@tpw d.state.tx.us

by Michael Brice, Secretary Treasurer

Portfolio Summary (January statement)

Total value: $47,610.32
Cash money accounts: $28,493.20
Mutual funds: $19,117.12

Other information:
Clark Hubbs Research Award Balance (15 contributors) $2,025.00
Auction/raffle/merchandise sales in San Antonio $6,830.00
Dues Received in San Antonio $473.00
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Dave Terre, (Texas Parks and Wildlife Department) +
Outstanding Fisheries Worker in Fisheries Management, Todd
Robinson, (Texas Parks and Wildlife Department) - Outstanding
Fisheries Worker in Technical Support, Kevin Pope, (Texas
Tech University) - Outstanding Fisheries Worker in Education,
and Loraine Fries, (Texas Parks and Wildlife Department)-
Outstanding Fisheries Worker in Research.

Form left to right, Mike Gonzales, San Antonio River Authority,
presented Hutton Junior Fisheries Biology Program Awards to,
Austin de la Cruz and Nicholas Bertrand while past-president
Dave Terre looks on.

Outstanding Presentation Award winners from 2005 annual
meeting in Grapevine. From left to right, past-president Dave
Terre poses with Gregory Stunz (Outstanding Presentation
Professional), Tim Bonner (for Julie Hulbert, Outstanding
Presentation Student) and Michael Baird (Outstanding Poster
Presentation)
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Perry Trail (I), Endowments Committee chairman, and past-
president Dave Terre (r) pose with recipients of Student
Scholarship Awards; Left to Right, Chris Arredondo,
Undergraduate at Texas A&M Corpus Christi, Josh Perkin,
Undergraduate at Texas State University, San Marcos,
Graduate Bart Dunham Ph. D candidate Texas Tech University,
Lubbock, and Graduate Casey Williams Ph. D candidate Texas
State University, San Marcos

Form left to right, Special Recognition Awards were presented
to Bruce Hysmith, for support of the Chapter through Continuing
Education and the Auction, and to Joan Glass, for her work with
Golden Algae, by past-president Dave Terre
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Professional - Oyster reef as essential habitat for finfishes and invertebrates + G. Stunz
(presenter), T. Minello and L. Rozas

Student = Mercury concentrations in fish from Caddo Lake, Texas = M. Chumchal (presenter),
R. Drenner, B. Fry, D. Lutz-Carillo, K. Hambright, W. McClain and L. Newland.

Poster £ Biotic diversity of mid-shelf bank communities in the northwestern Gulf of Mexico * C.
Friess, R.T. Kraus, and J.R. Rooker + Texas A&M University, Galveston

These awards will be presented at next year's annual meeting.
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Call to order £ 12:15

Recognition of special guests and Past-Presidents

Reading and approval of minutes from 2005 meeting

Presidential address (Dave Terre)
0 Chapter Accomplishments: Year in Review

We achieved all three goals outlined at our meeting in Grapevine in 2005.
TCAFS continues to publish an outstanding and informative newsletter. Special articles were written to honor past
TCAFS members and to update the membership on fisheries issues in Texas. During 2005, three high-
quality/extensive newsletters were written and published.
TCAFS continues to update and improve its website. In 2005, we completely revamped its format making
information more accessible to members and website visitors.
During 2005, the Texas Chapter increased its membership by 40 persons. TCAFS now has a total membership
of over 200 fisheries professionals and students. Membership is at an all-time high.
Growth in the TCAFS scholarship program has been excellent. In 2005, TCAFS secured over $16,000 in
scholarship donations and issued 4 student scholarships worth $1,250 each at its annual meeting in Grapevine.
This was an all-time record for fund raising for our student scholarship endowment program.
TCAFS supports students. About 50% of contributed papers and posters at our annual meeting were from
students in fisheries. We hosted a special student workshop on professionalism and provided discounted rates
for the meeting. We also hosted a student/professional mixer. We give student scholarships and have an
endowment program for this activity.
In 2005, TCAFS members supported/mentored two Hutton Junior Fisheries Biologists.
In 2005, TCAFS issued special recognition (2 awards) and outstanding worker awards (2 awards) to its members
(both students and professionals). We also recognized outstanding presentations and posters for last years
meeting (3 awards).
In 2005, TCAFS initiated the Clark Hubbs Student Research Award Program. Fundraising activities began in
2005 and the programs first awards are expected to be issued during 2006.
In 2005, TCAFS hosted a “Bass Management in Texas” Symposia at their annual meeting in Grapevine. This was
a cooperative project with BASS, Bass Pro Shops, Mercury Marine, Texas Utilities, and Big Buck Restaurant.
Media, anglers and scientists were invited to attend. There were a total of 10 papers presented on bass
management topics and over 150 people attended.
The TCAFS pond management manual was completely updated in 2005. This document is known throughout
Texas for its utility to private pond owners who wish to mange fish in their private ponds.
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TCAFS hosted the Southern Division AFS Spring Meeting in February 2006. This work effort resulted in over 200
technical abstracts submitted for oral presentations and posters. We organized 19 technical sessions and 6
fisheries workshops. We had over 560 people attend this meeting. We raised over $30, 000 in donations to
support various functions of this meeting.

TCAFS hosted the first ever “Biologist, Angler, Industry Interaction Workshop” held at the 2006 Spring Meeting in
San Antonio. We brought anglers, biologists and fishing-related industry together to discuss important issues and
to learn from each other at this meeting.

Texas Chapter received the 2005 Outstanding Chapter Award at the Anchorage Meeting from the Parent Society.

Committee Reports
o Continuing Education - Bruce Hysmith

Organized a continuing education workshop for TCAFS 2005 at BASS PRO in Grapevine entitled “Graphics
Workshop” taught by Gene Wilde and Bart Durham of Texas Tech University.
Chair Hysmith attended several ECOM meetings hosted by President Dave Terre.
Poled committee membership regarding SDAFS Spring and TCAFS annual meeting continuing education
programs. At an EXCOM meeting in Tyler, Dave Terre provided us with information on the types of programs he
would like to host, the entire committee agreed we should assist in implementing the three areas of continuing
education desired.
LMBYV Workgroup led by Loraine Fries. To be held on Thursday from 1:00 PM until 5:00 PM.
Bass Angler/Biologist Interaction Workshop led by Todd Driscoll. To be held Friday from 8:00 AM until 5:00 PM.
Aquatic Plant Establishment Workshop led by Mark Webb. To be held Friday from 8:00 AM until 5:00 PM.
To further provide for our membership, Chair Hysmith contacted AFS parent society to ascertain requirements for
accreditation of our workshops. Gail Goldberg provided applications for accreditation from AFS. Accreditation
means that members that have been certified by AFS as Fisheries Scientists may accrue CEU's which permit
certified professionals to maintain their certification. Certification is not a “one-time” deal anymore. Certified
professionals are required to maintain their certification by taking accredited classes/workshops, serve on
committees, publish scientific paper(s) etc.
Applications were submitted to the parent society. Receipt was acknowledged, but we have heard no word on the
acceptance or denial of our proposed workshops.
Chairman Hysmith advised all workshop leaders to obtain names, addresses, and e-mail addresses of all
attendees so they may be provided the appropriate documents to meet AFS requirements should our workshops
be accredited.

o Editorial Committee - Craig Bonds
2004 TCAFS Proceedings were submitted for AFS approval.
2005 TCAFS Proceedings will be ready in April or May.
2006 Abstract booklet is available online.
2006 Proceedings will be printed at a later date.
We have received several requests for copies of the 2003 Proceedings. The Proceedings are available online,
but they will be printed with the 2004 Proceedings.

o0 History - Ray Matthews
Texas Chapter AFS Welcomes Its Youngest Member. Heather Kuler, 15, from Tyler, Texas came to the TCAFS
annual meeting in Grapevine, Texas last January. She was sponsored by Debbie Wade, TCAFS incoming
President, and both had a grand time. Heather was so impressed that she joined the Chapter, making her the
youngest member we have ever had. Not only was that new historical item a thrill for all of us, but Heather worked
at the Registration Desk and the Raffle. Many of you may remember her handing you prizes you won or obtained
through the auction. Heather is a volunteer at TFFC in Athens and Debbie has been mentoring her for a potential
career in fisheries biology.
History of the TCAFS Skeg, and other Memorable Historical ltems. The history of the now famous Chapter
Skeg began in 1990 when Bobby Farquhar, then TCAFS President, won it in a raffle at the annual meeting held
next to Lake Texoma, and used it the next morning to bring the business meeting to order as a sort of gavel. From
that moment on it was passed down from Chapter President to President at the business meeting; a tradition that
has continued for 15 years. Gene McCarty was the recipient of the skeg from Bobby, and so on down the line of
Presidents over the years. According to Bobby, back in those days the raffle was a “junk raffle,” and any little item,
like the skeg or some fishing hooks, sinkers, box of earth worms, etc. were what you got. The Chapter has
certainly come a long ways since then. We now have great raffle and auction items, and not surprisingly, we have a
lot more funds for student scholarships these days.
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Randy Rushin — Water Monitoring Solutions, Inc., Longest TCAFS Exhibitor and Sponsor. Randy Rushin,
President of Water Monitoring Solutions, Inc. has been a TCAFS meeting exhibitor and sponsor since the 1998
annual meeting in Athens, Texas at the TFFC Facility. After almost a decade of experience with the Texas
Chapter, he is still going strong, and now holds the record for our longest continuously active exhibitor and
sponsor. Randy has been a great sponsor to the Chapter, having contributed funds to many of the projects +
including the traditional beer keg at the raffle. He is a good resource on any kind of water quality monitoring
instruments, and many of our agencies have purchased equipment from him.

The Patsy B. Hollandsworth family foundation made the largest contribution ever to the Texas Chapter for
student scholarships. Thanks to the work of Dave Terre and other EXCOM members, the Hollandsworth family
contribution of $10,000 made the TCAFS history book as the largest contribution ever received. The Chapter has
made a total of 54 student scholarships, and thanks to contributions like these, the future looks good for continuing
to award these scholarships.

The Texas Chapter was selected as the 2005 Outstanding Chapter Award recipient, and Dave Terre received
the award at the 2005 AFS Annual Meeting in Anchorage, Alaska. According to the outstanding letter signed by
Barbara A. Knuth, President of the American Fisheries Society, the Texas Chapter was selected in recognition of
its accomplishments in the areas of Aquatic Stewardship, Information Transfer and Outreach, and Member
Services. The Outstanding Chapter Award Application was filled out and documented by myself and Fran Gelwick
from the TCAFS archives and history documentation.

o Internet - Fred Janssen
Initiated a re-design of the entire TCAFS web site
Implemented new systems for submitting scholarship applications and award nominations. We had to work out a
few kinks and apologize to the folks that ran into problems!
Conducted another successful year of online voting
Used an online abstract submission process for the 2006 meeting which could also be used for future TCAFS
meetings
With help from Greg Summers, Danny Lewis, and John Taylor we provided a presentation upload capability for
the 2006 meeting
During extensive housekeeping of the Chapter web site we identified items that need to be updated by future
committees
Fred Janssen will step down from his web duties after the annual meeting

0 Membership - Dennis Smith
No report

o0 Newsletter - Kevin Storey
Published 3 newsletters in 2005 (spring 4/05, summer 8/05 & winter 12/05)
Sent notifications by e-mail to approximately 175 e-mail addresses for each newsletter after newsletters were
posted to Chapter website
Sent 2hard® copies of newsletter to 21 members with no e-mail address
Sent copies of newsletter volume 31-(1) to approximately 83 individuals and/or businesses who made
contributions to the 2005 TCAFS annual meeting

0 Pond Management - John Tibbs
Pond management manual has been re-written and is available on the website for download.
Goal for 2006 is to make the manual more widely available by:
Linking to/from other websites
Advertising its existence to individuals/entities via e-mail, both instate and out-of-state.
Seeking corporate sponsorship to fund printing costs.

0 Student Outreach - Larry Hysmith
No report

0 Publicity/Exhibits - Michael Baird
$6830 was made from the auction/raffle (new record)

o Nominating - John Moczygemba
Compiled a list of potential candidates for President-elect.
Secured two qualified candidates.
Updated online voting web page with Fred Janssen.
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E-mailed membership their PINs with instructions to vote online.

For those without an e-mail addresses, sent out paper ballots.

Set up election table at Texas Chapter registration booth for those to vote at the meeting.
Early voting winner was picked

President-elect results announced - Art Morris wins President-elect position

On-line voting totaled 115 (47% of members)

51% of the membership voted.

o Endowments and Awards (Perry Trial)
Student Scholarships
Chris Arredondo = Texas A&M Corpus Christi
Josh Perkin = Texas State University
Bart Durham + Texas Tech University
Casey Williams + Texas State University

Outstanding Presentations (2005 Meeting)
Julie Hulbert + Student
Gregory Stunz = Professional

Outstanding Poster Presentation
Michael Baird

Outstanding Fisheries Workers of the Year
Kevin Pope + Education
Todd Robinson + Technical Support
Loraine Fries + Research

Special Recognition in Fisheries Work
Joan Glass
Bruce Hysmith
Dave Terre

Hutton Jr. Fisheries Biology Program Awards
Austin De La Cruz
Nicholas Bertrand

Pick the early voting winner.
Old Business
0 2006 Spring Meeting Wrap-up
0 2009 Parent Society Meeting

Installation of New Officers

New Business
o Clark Hubbs Research Award

Adjourn + 2:30

- - +0 ! 1 2 %

The Bass Brigade is looking for qualified young people (13-17 years

old) to participate in a week long summer experience that produces

ambassadors for our natural resources. The camp is held June 4-8,

2006 at LCRA's McKinney Roughs Nature Center on the Colorado

River between Bastrop and Austin. Applications can be found on the Texas Brigades website;

www .texasbrigades.org. Contact Larry Hysmith if you have questions; 979/845-4865, Ihysmith@tamu.edu
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Excellence in Fisheries Education Award
Education Section, American Fisheries Society

The American Fisheries Society (AFS) Excellence in Fisheries Education Award was established in 1988. The
award is administered by the Education Section and is presented to an individual to recognize excellence in
organized teaching and advising in some aspect of fisheries education. Nominees may be involved in extension
or continuing education, as well as traditional college and university instruction. Nominees must be AFS
members, have been actively engaged in fisheries education within the last five years, and have had at least 10
years of professional employment experience in fisheries education. Two or more people may act as
nominators, but at least one nominator must be an AFS member. Letters and supporting material documenting
the contributions of the nominee to fisheries education (e.g., awards, descriptions of exemplary service,
innovations, students taught and advised, post-graduate achievements of former students) should be sent to
Michael Quist (mcquist@iastate.edu) and a second copy to Donna Parrish (Donna.Parrish@uvm.edu) in digital
form. Please send a hard copy of nomination materials to Michael Quist.

Nomination deadline is May 31, 2006. Additional information can be obtained from:

Michael Quist

Chair, Excellence in Fisheries Education Committee
Dept. of Natural Resource Ecology & Management
lowa State University

339 Science |l

Ames, |IA 50011

Phone: (515) 294-9682

FAX: (515) 294-2995

Fisheries Management Section members, please remember that we need nominations for the FMS awards, as
well as our Hall of Excellence. Everyone knows someone who is deserving, so please consider making a
nomination. Award nominations are due by 30 May, but do them now! Deadlines don't really work in a volunteer
organization! Details on the various awards, and nomination materials needed, can be found at our web page
www .sdafs.org/fmsafs/

Also, we are just organizing our Nominating Committee, and will be seeking candidates for President-Elect and
Secretary-Treasurer. If you know someone who might be good at this, or if you are interested yourself, please
contact committee chair Joe Larscheid at Joe.Larscheid@dnr.state.ia.us. Once again, descriptions of officer
duties can be found on our web page.

Thanks for your consideration!

David W. Willis
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences
South Dakota State University SEAFWA 2006
Hevihopsiers Associption of Figh gng Wikslify Agencios
NPB 138, Box 2140B I i e,
Brookings, SD 57007-1696 Morfolkc, YA - Novernber 5.8, 2006

605-688-6121
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| would like to say thank you to the Texas Chapter membership as a whole for your support of me and my family
through the recent illness and death of my son Garrett. Throughout that time, | received cards and calls from
many of you and from the Chapter as well. We appreciate the financial support given during Garrett's illness to
help with expenses and the memorial donation in his name. That memorial donation will partially fund a summer
camp Garrett attended and loved. The camp is sponsored by the Scott and White Hospital where he was a
patient. Each summer this camp is voluntarily staffed by doctors, nurses and staff of the Scott and White
Pediatric Oncology Clinic and held for patients and their siblings. This camp offers one week out of the year
when these kids can finally be normal and participate in summer camp activities just like all other kids. This is
important for many of these young patients because their disease and subsequent treatments often keep them
from such activities. This was Garrett's case this last summer. And many times the families can not typically
afford the cost or time of such activities. This camp only charged $20 per family! Of course, it costs much more
to operate. However, this year Scott and White administration cut funding for the camp. That helped make our
decision to create a memorial donation fund for this camp. Garrett's fireside wish from this past summer's camp
was to be well enough to attend next summer and to be selected as a counselor in future camps when he got
older. Garrett won't physically be there this coming summer but his spirit will forever live at Camp Dreamcatcher.
Thanks for your help inthat.  + Larry Hysmith
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The world's smallest fish

Dr Ralf Britz, of the Natural History Museum in London, UK, was a co-author of a paper in the Proceedings of the
Royal Society: Biological Sciences in London January 2006 describing a 7.9mm female of the genus
Paedocypris as the world® tiniest fish. Looking like a larva, the fish is transparent and has a very rudimentary
skull which leaves the brain exposed. The fish can only be measured accurately with a

stereoscopic microscope. Surprisingly, it is a distant cousin of the carp. This small

fish was discovered in the highly-acidic peat swamps on the Indonesian island of

Sumatra. But miniscule though this may seem, two other fish reported in the past

couple of years claim to be smaller still.

In 2004, the Records of the Australian Museum described a male stout infantfish

(Schindleria brevipinguis) measuring a diminutive 7mm. It was found living around

Australia® Great Barrier Reef. And then there was the male anglerfish (Photocorynus

spiniceps) discovered in the Philippines. Snout to tail it was just 6.2mm. The fish was

reported in the journal of Ichthyological Research last September by Professor Ted

Pietsch, from the University of Washington, Seattle. In scientific terms, the male P.

spiniceps is labelled a sexual parasite. It spends its life fused to its much larger

female counterpart, which in some species are up to half a million times greater in weight. According to Dr. Britz
"The question over whether they are the smallest or not is not so much a scientific issue but more a popular one."

Expedition discovers marine treasures in Netherlands Antilles

Conservation International (CI) is putting its scientific muscle behind local efforts to safeguard Saba Bank, a
massive undersea mountain southeast of Puerto Rico. Encircled by about 85 square miles of actively-growing
coral reef, Saba Bank is the third largest atoll on Earth and, until recently, was one of the least-explored places in
the Caribbean. In January 2006, Cl deployed a team of scientists in response to rising local concerns about oil
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tanker traffic and anchoring in the area. The scientists found unexpectedly high
levels of biodiversity around Saba Bank and discovered at least 14 new species
in as many days. The data collected from the Cl Marine Rapid Assessment
Program® (RAP) expedition will strengthen a small island community's petition
for international protection.

Saba Island is located about 12 miles from Saba Bank and is one of the

Windward Islands of the Netherlands Antilles. Sabans rely on tourists that come

to bask in Caribbean isolation or scuba dive off the island® coast. They also

earn a significant portion of their livelihoods from fishing off Saba Bank. When

Sabans became aware of increasing damage to the atoll from ship traffic and

anchoring, they promptly sought help. Conservation International® RAP

program mobilized an interagency research team to document the largely

unknown marine ecosystem, the first step in a partnership with the Department

of Environment and Nature of the Netherlands Antilles (MINA) and the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural
History. CI hopes to provide a scientific basis for official designation of Saba Bank as a Particularly Sensitive
Sea Area (PSSA) by the International Maritime Organization. As a PSSA, Saba Bank could be protected by no-
anchor zones and safe passageways for tankers.

www .conservation.org/xp/frontlines/science/02140601.xml

The big picture on counting fish

Nicholas C. Makris, Associate Professor of Mechanical and Ocean Engineering, and a team of researchers in
the Center for Ocean Engineering at MIT have developed a remote sensor system that will allow scientists to see
beneath the ocean surface to track fish populations, which are believed to be in rapid decline according to many
scientists and environmentalists. The Office of Naval Research, the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, and the National
Oceanographic Partnership Program funded this research.

Scientists can use the new technology to track enormous fish populations over areas as large as 3,800-square-
miles, which is a vast improvement from the mere 100 square meters of the former surveying methods. "The
world® fish stocks are being depleted at a horrible rate,” said Makris, who identifies overfishing as the cause.
Unfortunately inaccuracy in fish counts prevents a clear picture of the problem. According to Makris, "One of the
reasons (for the inaccurate counts) is the darkness in the ocean; you don®know what® going on." The new
sensor system is featured in the February 3rd issue of Science www .sciencemag.org

New species discovered in Fiji’s Great Sea Reef

The World Wildlife Fund conducted a 12-day survey in late 2004 on Fiji's

Great Sea Reef, the world's third longest barrier reef. The reef covers more

than 77,000 square miles and is home to thousands of marine species,

many of which are endemic, and it is a vital fishing ground for local

communities. The survey expedition recorded a new species of damselfish

(Pomacentrus sp.), unique mangrove island habitats, 12 threatened species,

including 10 species of fish, green turtles and spinner dolphins as well as

marine life never previously recorded in Fiji's waters. The survey also

identified significant threats to the Great Sea Reef, such as overfishing and

poaching by illegal fishers, poison fishing, sand dredging, and other development activities. In efforts to protect
the fragile environment, local village chiefs in Fiji have launched the first of the reef's network of marine protected
areas. By 2020, at least 30 per cent of Fiji's oceans and coastal waters, or over 150,000 square miles, will
become part of a national network of Marine Protected Areas.
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Brainier babies

Research suggests eating oily fish and seeds in pregnancy can boost

children® future brain power and social skills. A 15-year study of 9,000

mothers and children in Avon, England suggested those who consumed less

of the essential fatty acid Omega-3 had children with lower IQs. These

children also had poorer motor skills and hand-to-eye co-ordination, research

in the Economist said. The Food Standards Agency says pregnant women

should consume only one or two portions of oily fish a week. A team from

the US National Institutes of Health analyzed data from the long-term study.

This research also builds on earlier work in the US which suggests pregnant

mothers will develop children with better language and communication skills if they regularly consume oily fish.

Looking at the effects of Omega-3 intake on 9,000 mothers and their children, the team found mothers with the
lowest intake of the essential fatty acid had children with a verbal 1Q six points lower than the average. While
those with the highest consumption of mackerel and sardines and other sources of Omega-3 had children, at age
three-and-a-half, with the best measures of fine-motor performance, researchers said. Low intake of the crucial
fatty acid also appeared to lead to more problems of social interactions - such as an inability to make friends.

The richest sources of Omega-3 are larger fish which eat other fish, but research shows that the larger the fish the
more pollutants, such as mercury, they contain. For this reason nutritional expert Patrick Holford, recommends
women consume two portions of wild or organic salmon, trout or sardines weekly. Seeds such as flax, pumpkin
and hemp are good sources of Omega-3 for vegetarians, but large quantities need to be consumed to gain the
same effect. This might translate to two tablespoons of seeds daily but women can also use a high quality
Omega-3 fish oil supplement.
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We notify all Chapter members who have provided e-mail addresses when the newsletter
has been uploaded to our website. If you are not receiving notifications, please notify either
Dennis Smith (Dennis.Smith@tpw d.state.tx.us or me (Kevin Storey +

Kevin.Storey@tpw d.state.tx.us). We get a number of returned e-mails because the

: : addresses we have on file are no longer valid. If your e-mail address has been updated,
I WANT YOUR  please let us know. It will save us a bit of time and it makes it easier not to have to print up
E-BAIL ADDRESS newsletters and put them in the mail. It's faster and saves the Chapter on postage!
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People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) has launched a website, www .fishinghurts.com, directed
at children, which promotes their agenda that

fishing is cruel, unhealthy and bad for the

environment! Information is presented in a

manner designed to panic people into opposing

recreational angling or even consuming fish.

We'd better be aware of what our critics are

saying so we can effectively communicate our

perspective.
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Last year, the minutes from the Grapevine business meeting were never published. Our by-laws require the
minutes of annual meetings be published in our Chapter newsletter. So without any further ado, here they are for
your review.

Annual Meeting - Texas Chapter of the American Fisheries Society
Grapevine Texas - January 23, 2005

2005 Business Meeting Minutes

Fran Gelwick called the business meeting to order at 11:30 am. She recognized special guest Bob Curry who attended our
annual meeting on behalf of the SDAFS. She also recognized chapter past-presidents that were present at the business
meeting. Fran thanked Dave Terre for putting on a great meeting and all other members who worked hard to make this meeting a
success.

A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes from the 2004 Business Meeting.

Bob Curry recognized the TCAFS for putting on an awesome meeting here in Grapevine. He is excited that the Chapter will be
the host to the SDAFS Spring Meeting in San Antonio in 2006. Bob spoke about the 2006 Southern Division meeting. He
encouraged the $100 chapter challenge; encouraged biologists and students to stay involved with AFS at any level.

Paula Hawkins gave the Treasurers report. We had 34 students and 118 professionals attend the 2005 Grapevine Meeting.
Take in for registrations and dues totaled $6,410. Auction and Raffle raised over $3,100 + possibly an all time record.

Committee Reports:

An awards committee representative announced the award winners for outstanding presentations given at the 2005 meeting. The
winners will receive their plaques at the 2006 business meeting in San Antonio. Chapter awards were announced by Dave
Peterson during the special awards program the previous day.

Continuing Education Chair Bruce Hysmith described a successful continuing education workshop where over 40 members
attended.

Editorial chairman, Tim Bonner, announced that the 2004 Proceedings should be printed in March or April. The 2003
Proceedings will be available in hard copy. Tim mentioned that he will be stepping down as editorial chair in 2005.

Fred Janssen, Internet committee chair, described the many changes and improvements that have taken place on the chapter
website. He said that many opportunities have arisen for the use of the internet and the webpage of TCAFS; to include, voting
on-line, proceedings on-line, and pond management guide on-line.

Debbie Wade, Newsletter Editor, announced that she would be stepping down and that Kevin Storey would take her place as
newsletter editor. Debbie published 3 newsletters during 2005.

Craig Bonds, Pond Management committee leader, announced the completion of updates to the Pond Management Manual.
The manual should be released sometime in early 2005.

John Moczygemba, Nominating Committee Chair, announced that Mike Brice was voted to become the new Secretary/Treasurer
to succeed Paula Hawkins. Debbie Wade was voted in to become the new President-Elect. He mentioned that on-line voting
was a big success and thanked Fred Janssen for his part in that. He looks forward to increased voting next year using that tool.

Dave Terre gave the report for Perry Trial, Endowments Committee Chair, who had announced the winners of student
scholarships at the awards ceremony the previous day. No other information was given at the business meeting except that Dave
recognized Jimmie and Kirk Green for their assistance in obtaining the $5,000 donation from the Patsy B. Hollandsworth Family
Foundation for our student scholarship endowment program.
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Ray Mathews, Chapter Historian, gave an update on things accomplished and articles written in the 2004 newsletters. Ray gave
the membership an excellent presentation/update on the Clark Hubbs Student Research Award Program. He said that committee
members will be seeking donations during 2005 for this important cause.

Michael Baird and John Findeisen described a VERY successful raffle and auction during the meeting. They thanked all the
individuals who pitched in on this effort. They thanked our numerous sponsors; they thanked our famed auctioneer, Bruce
Hysmith, who was at his finest the night before. After all the tallies are in, it looks like the raffle/auction fundraising efforts at the
Grapevine meeting might be the largest ever for the chapter.

Issues, membership, student outreach + No Report
Old Business:

The TCAFS will host the SDAFS Spring Meeting in San Antonio in 2006. Dave Terre will serve as General Chair of that meeting.
Other members of that committee will be selected in the coming months. Plans are being made to make this the best SDAFS
meeting ever.

The aSkeg® was passed from Fran Gelwick to incoming President Dave Terre. Dave thanked Fran for all her hard work as
chapter President. He recognized her achievements over the past year and looked forward to a continued work relationship with
her as a Past £President. Dave presented Fran with her Past-Presidents Plaque.

New Business:

Dave Terre mentioned that the TCAFS had been approached by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department to make a bid for the
2009 Annual AFS Meeting. The chapter would be willing to assist the department in that effort. A final decision on that would
come at a later date after the department had made a final decision to pursue this opportunity.

Dave Terre gave his presidential address: Dave thanked the members who had worked hard to make the 2005 Grapevine
meeting a huge success. He especially thanked Paula Hawkins, Tim Bonner, Michael Baird, John Findeisen, Bruce Hysmith,
Perry Trial, and others, who had worked so hard on this project.

Dave outlined three goals for the chapter during the coming year.

1. Toincrease diversity and visibility of TCAFS by reaching out to some 2non-traditional® entities in the fisheries field (e.g.
private business, fishing organizations, media outlets, and the general public). He cited our meeting in Grapevine, where
we brought together fisheries scientists, river authorities, private business, the media, and the Bass Angler Sportsman's
Society (B.A.S.S) to discuss issues surrounding the management of largemouth bass in Texas. He pledged a
continuation of this work during 2005.

2. Maximize student involvement in our chapter and to increase funding for our student scholarship. He mentioned that
student papers represented about fifty percent of our contributed paper and poster sessions at our Grapevine meeting.
We provided discounted room rates and opportunities for free meeting registration. We hosted a student professional
mixer and a special student workshop on professionalism. We secured a $5,000 donation to our student scholarship
program and awarded four student scholarships of $1,250 each (an all time record). He pledged a bigger and better
student scholarship program in 2005 with improved opportunities for Texas fisheries students at our annual meeting in
San Antonio in 2006.

3. To recognize and support TCAFS members, both past and present, for outstanding achievements or contributions made
to Texas fisheries. He cited the recent work of Ray Mathews in our newsletters and wanted us to continue in that
direction. He indicated his support for the student research award in honor of Dr. Clark Hubbs. Dave challenged all
members to openly recognize the peers by submitting them for chapter awards.

Dave Terre adjourned the business meeting at approximately 12:30 PM.
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If you are interested in joining or renewing your membership to the Texas Chapter of the American Fisheries
Society, you can get membership materials at our web site, www.sdafs.org/tcafs/index.htm, or by contacting
Dennis Smith, Dundee State Fish Hatchery, Rt. 1 Box 123A, Electra, TX 76360, (940) 586-1203,
Dennis.Smith@tpwd.state.tx.us.

If your e-mail address has changed, please contact us with an update so you can continue to receive the
chapter newsletter.

Members are encouraged to make submissions to the Newsletter Editor by mail or e-mail to one of the
addresses listed below.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT.....cooviiiviieeen Deborah Wade
PRESIDENT-ELECT .............. Art Morris
PAST-PRESIDENT ................ Dave Terre

SECRETARY-TREASURER Michael Brice

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

AWARDS. ..., Dave Peterson
CONTINUING EDUCATION ... Bruce Hysmith

EDITORIAL .....evviiiieeiie, Craig Bonds
ENDOWMENTS.........ccevnen. Perry F. Trial

HISTORY ...ovviviiiveveeee, Ray Mathews

INTERNET ..., Fred Janssen

ISSUES ..o, Bob Edwards

(includes Stocks-at-Risk & Exotic Species Sub-committees)
MEMBERSHIP Dennis Smith

NOMINATING ......cceevniieinnn, John Moczygemba

POND MANAGEMENT .......... John Tibbs

PUBLICITY / EXHIBITS.......... John Findeisen / Michael Baird
STUDENT OUTREACH.......... Larry Hysmith

NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Kevin Storey

2122 Old Henderson Highway

Tyler, Texas 75702

903-593-5077 FAX 903-531-0109
E-mail: Kevin.Storey@tpwd.state.tx.us




