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by Debbie Wade 







The Holiday season is well and truly upon us making us all aware of the importance of family and friends.  Please 
try to take time this season to tell someone you appreciate their friendship.  Along that line of thought I want to 
express my appreciation to everyone that sent donations for Abby Linam and her family in whether it is money, 
prayers or in other ways.  I was touched by the care and concern many of you expressed.  The last update that I 
received said that she may be able to go home soon, possibly for Christmas, which is wonderful news for her and 
her whole family.  She still has a long way to go, and she is improving steadily. 
 

Art is doing a great job of planning our next meeting with a focus on wetlands.  The meeting will be in Lake 
Jackson, March 2 through 4.  The meeting activities include a social at Sea Center which will be in its spring 
colors.  The facility and area should be in their prime for a visit.  I hope to see you all there.  Several people have 
already submitted abstracts for posters and technical presentations, but there is still room for more and this is an 
excellent opportunity to present your research to your peers. 
 

Due to some confusion and the general hectic situation during the joint meeting with the Southern Division 
meeting February our membership numbers are down. If you have not renewed your membership for 2006 or you 
need to renew your membership for 2007 please take the time to do so.  Also a person cannot be nominated for 
recognition within TCAFS if they are not members.  You may have a deserving co-worker who forgot to renew his 
membership last February.  Why not think about renewing their membership as a holiday surprise and then 
nominate them for recognition your the Chapter?   
 

John has put together and excellent slate of candidates for officers this year.  I know that I will have a hard time 
determining which one of the candidates is most qualified and willing to put in the effort it takes to complete the 
duty of the office of President elect and Secretary/Treasurer.  Voting will be available on-line again be sure to 
cast your ballot for our new officers. 
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by Art Morris 

 

The upcoming annual meeting is shaping up to be quite an event that should have something for everyone.  After 
attending the two continuing education classes on GIS and Wetland Conflict Resolution, you can swim on over to 
SeaCenter Texas, where the student mixer will be quite a happening.  Dine on boiled shrimp and other goodies –  
expertly cooked to perfection by ex-Cajun and TPWD outreach specialist Bobby Miller –  while observing 
“Gordon the Grouper” in the center piece 50,000 gallon Gulf of Mexico aquarium.  
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On�Saturday�morning,�the�Cherotel�Brazosport�Hotel�&�Conference�Center�offers�an�inexpensive�breakfast�buffet�
prior�to�presenting�your�research�that�is�quite�appealing.��Later�that�evening�a�Cajun�feast�will�kick�off�the�banquet�
and�auction.��Juan�Martinez�and�company�are�hard�at�work�acquiring�goodies�for�the�auction�which�already�
includes�fishing�trips,�artwork�by�Clemente�Guzman�and�firearms,�but�having�served�on�that�committee�in�the�past,�
I�know�that�they�can�use�all�the�help�they�can�get.�
�

Sunday�morning�the�special�session�on�wetland�conservation�will�highlight�efforts�across�the�state�and�possibly�
beyond�to�protect�these�fragile�and�important�environments.��At�the�end�will�be�the�awards�ceremony�recognizing�
outstanding�achievements�by�TCAFS�members�and�the�scholarship�winners.��And�new�this�year�will�be�the�Clark�
Hubbs�Student�Research�Award�recognizing�a�university�student�that�is�currently�conducting�research�in�areas�
(and�streams)�which�reflect�on�the�legacy�that�Dr.�Hubbs�has�set�before�us.��
�

The�business�meeting�will�conclude�the�conference�and�will�be�highlighted�by�the�announcement�of�the�new�
officers�and�the�time�to�tackle�old�business�and�the�opportunity�to�offer�up�any�new�business.�
�

Also,�you�can�help.��Nominate�folks�for�awards.��Pick�up�a�donation.��Get�a�student�to�apply�for�a�scholarship.�
Volunteer�to�help�a�committee�or�with�the�meeting.��Send�in�an�abstract.�Vote�for�an�officer.�Pay�your�dues.�And�
lastly�attend�-�you�won’t�be�disappointed.��See�you�in�Lake�Jackson!�
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by�Dennis�Smith,�Membership�Committee�







At�our�recent�ExComm�meeting�there�was�some�discussion�regarding�a�few�people�who�thought�they�had�paid�
their�chapter�dues�for�2006�but�their�names�were�not�on�the�membership�roster.��After�the�meeting�I�obtained�a�
current�chapter�roster�from�the�parent�society�and�also�contacted�Michael�Brice�to�see�if�he�had�any�additional�
members.��Between�the�two,�I�added�a�total�of�seven�members�to�the�Texas�Chapter�roster�bringing�the�total�
number�of�Chapter�members�to�170�for�calendar�year�2006.��The�ExComm�decided�to�publish�the�complete�
current�list�of�members�so�anyone�reading�the�newsletter�could�verify�their�membership�status.��The�current�
membership�roster�is�below.��If�you�believe�you�have�paid�your�chapter�dues�for�2006�and�your�name�is�not�on�
the�following�list,�please�contact�me.��I�can�be�reached�by�email�at�dennis.smith@tpw d.state.tx.us�or�940-586-
1203.�
�

As�a�reminder,�Chapter�dues�are�paid�by�the�calendar�year�and�can�be�paid�at�any�time�of�the�year.��Feel�free�to�
renew�your�membership�for�2007�early.��The�online�membership�form�is�currently�out�of�date.��If�you�renew�your�
membership,�it�may�be�best�to�print�the�form,�indicate�the�correct�calendar�year�for�your�membership,�and�mail�it�
with�your�check�to�Michael�Brice.�











Adami,�Robert�
Arocha,�Linard�
Augustin,�Mike�
Bartram,�Brian�
Bean,�Preston�
Beck,�Pat�
Beck,�Jessica�
Bennett,�Daniel�
Bister,�Tim�
Blankinship,�David�
Blount,�Ben�
Bonds,�C.�Craig�
Bonner,�Timothy�
Brandt,�Thomas�

Bryan,�C.�
Buckmeier,�David�
Burch,�John�
Byers,�Tiffany�
Castaldi,�Kee�
Chambers,�Gilbert�
Chizinski,�Christopher�
Chumchal,�Matthew�
Cody,�Terry�
Conley,�Greg�
Contreras,�Cynthia�
Cortez,�Omar�
Cummings,�Greg�
Dailey,�William�

Davis,�Mandy�
Daw,�Adam�
DeLaCruz,�Augie�
Dennis,�John�
Ditton,�Robert�
Driscoll,�Jason�
Driscoll,�Todd�
Durham,�Bart�
Duty,�Josh�
Edwards,�Robert�
Elder,�Howard�
Engeling,�Todd�
Farquhar,�Bobby�
Fencil,�Megan�
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Floyd,�William�
Fleming,�Byron�
Fries,�Loraine�
Fries,�Joe�
Friess,�Claudia�
Gelwick,�Fran�
Glass,�Lindsay�
Glass,�Joan�
Godfrey,�Donna�
Green,�Jimmie�
Guest,�Clell�
Guillen,�George�
Hambric,�Robert�
Hammerschmidt,�Paul�
Hanley,�Michael�
Hart,�Dr�Rick�
Harvat,�John�
Heaton,�Wayne�
Hegen,�Ed�
Hellier,�Thomas�
Hensley,�Rebecca�
Hill,�Jaron�
Holt,�Gloria�
Holt,�Scott�
Hubner,�Matt�
Hysmith,�Bruce�
Janssen,�Fred�
Johnson,�Malcolm�
Jones,�John�
Juan,�Ya-Sheng�
Jubar,�Aaron�
Kelley,�Kristin�
Knabe,�Douglas�
Kolodziejcyk,�Kevin�
Kuhne,�Dylan�
Kurten,�Gerald�
Kurzawski,�Kennneth�
Labay,�Andrew�
Landry,�Andre�
Landye,�J.�
LaPoint,�Thomas�
Leitz,�Jeremy�
Littrell,�Brad�

Longoria,�Maricruz�
Luebke,�Dick�
Luedke,�Mark�
Lusk,�Stephen�
Lutz-Carrillo,�Dijar�
Lyon,�Dale�
Magin,�Debbie�
Manns,�Ralph�
Mathews,�Raymond�
Matthews,�Jim�
Mauk,�Robert�
Mayes,�Kevin�
McCabe,�Roger�
McKinney,�Larry�
Moczygemba,�John�
Moran,�Ernest�
Morgan,�Billy�
Morgan,�Michael�
Morris,�Artussee�
Munger,�Charles�
Myers,�Randy�
Nations,�Michele��
Ott,�Richard�
Paret,�John�
Parker,�Nick�
Patino,�Reynaldo�
Perkin,�Josh�
Price,�Paul�
Provine,�Bill�
Purviance,�Jennifer�
Ralph,�Jack�
Ramirez,�Robert�
Ray,�Michael�
Reese,�Megan�
Reeves,�Kerry�
Reilly,�Susannah�
Robbins,�Mike�
Robertson,�Walter�
Robinson,�Lance�
Robinson,�Todd�
Sablan,�Karen�
Sager,�David�
Sanchez,�Francisco�

Sanders,�Crystal�
Sarkisian,�Brie�
Saul,�Gary�
Schaefer,�Peter�
Schlechte,�Warren�
Scott,�Mandy�
Shively,�Jimmy�
Singhurst,�Liz�
Smith,�Dennis�
Smith,�Jules�(Jay)�
Southard,�Greg�
Stafford,�Brent�
Stokes,�Victoria�
Storey,�Kevin�
Sudyka,�Annette�
Sullivan,�Lance�
Tatum,�Jack�
Teels,�Billy�
Terre,�David�
Tibbs,�John�
Twidwell,�Stephen�
Urbanczyk,�Aaron�
Van�Zee,�Brian�
Vega,�Robert�
Vignali,�Nancy�
Vitale,�Lisa�
Vollmar,�Brad�
Wade,�Deborah�
Watson,�Jacqueline�
Webb,�Mark�
Webb,�Ken�
Wiersema,�James�
Wilde,�Gene�
Williams,�Casey�
Winchester,�David�
Winemiller,�Kirk�
Wingo,�William�
Wohlschlag,�Donald�
Wyatt,�Tom�
Xuan�Dien,�Le�Nguyen�
Zeug,�Steven�
Zimmerman,�Roger







American�Fisheries�Society�
137th�Annual�Meeting�

San�Francisco�–�September�2-6,�2007�
http://www.f isher ies.org/sf / 
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by�Craig�Bonds,�Committee�chair,�Editorial�Committee�

�
� � Delivered�hardcopies�of�2003�and�2004�TCAFS�Proceedings�to�chapter�Secretary/Treasurer�for�mailing�

to�university�libraries.��
�

� � Continued�editing�2005�Proceedings.��
�

� � Began�drafting�2006�Proceedings.��
�

� � Extended�December�1,�2006�abstract�submission�deadline�for�the�2007�TCAFS�annual�meeting�to�
January�26,�2007�(see�below).��

�

DEADLINE EXTENSION-January 26, 2007�
Last�Call�for�Papers�
2007�Annual�Meeting�

�

Texas�Chapter�American�Fisheries�Society�
�

All�aquatic�resources�professionals,�educators,�students,�and�industry�personnel�are�invited�to�submit�
abstracts�for�the�technical�and�poster�sessions�of�the�2007�TCAFS�Annual�Meeting�at�the�Cherotel�
(www.cherotel.com)�in�Lake�Jackson,�Texas,�March�2-4,�2007.��A�special�session�will�be�held�on�“Restoration,�
Creation�and�Recovery�of�Wetlands”.��Those�interested�in�presenting�at�the�special�session�should�indicate�
so�on�the�abstract.��The�new�and�FINAL�deadline�for�submission�of�abstracts�is�Friday,�January�26,�2007.��
Please�send�abstract(s)�by�email�attachment�in�Microsoft�Word�format�to�Craig�Bonds.�
�
Contact:� Craig�Bonds�
� Texas�Parks�and�Wildlife�Department�
� 3407-A�S.�Chadbourne�
� San�Angelo,�TX�76904�
� 325.651.5556�
� craig.bonds@tpw d.state.tx.us��
�

Abstracts�must�follow�the�format�below�(also�see�example�abstract�on�page�2�at�
http://www.sdafs.org/tcafs/meetings/07meet/Call_for_Papers_2007.pdf):�
�

Title:� Brief�but�descriptive�
�

Authors:� List�all�authors,�their�mailing�addresses,�telephone�numbers,�and�email�addresses.�Underline�
speaker’s�name.��For�student�speakers,�please�provide�(U)�for�undergraduate�or�(G)�for�
graduate�status�following�your�name.�

�

Abstract:� Informative�yet�not�more�than�200�words�and�double-spaced.�
�

Presentation:� Indicate�Oral,�Preferably�Oral�(but�will�accept�poster�presentation),�or�Poster�Presentation.��If�
oral�presentation,�indicate�whether�submitting�for�the�general�or�special�session.��Please�
include�dimensions�(e.g.,�3’�x�5’)�of�poster�to�ensure�sufficient�space�for�all�presenters.��

�

Visual Aid:� All�presentations�must�be�in�Microsoft�PowerPoint�form.�
�

Note:�Oral�presentations�are�limited�to�15�minutes;�the�recommended�format�is�a�12-minute�presentation�
followed�by�a�3-minute�question-and-answer�period.��An�LCD�projector�and�PC�for�PowerPoint�presentations�
will�be�provided.�

�
�
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by�Greg�Conley,�Committee�chair,�Awards�Committee�

�

First�call�for�Awards�nominations�for�the�2007�Annual�TCAFS�meeting�in�Lake�Jackson,�March�2-4,�2007�
�

It�is�time�to�start�thinking�about�who�you�want�to�nominate�for�TCAFS�Awards�to�be�presented�at�this�next�
meeting�in�Lake�Jackson�on�March�2-4,�2007.��The�award�categories�are�as�follows:���
�

OUTSTANDING�FISHERIES�WORKER�OF�THE�YEAR�AWARD�in:�
�
Fisheries�Administration�
Fish�Culture�
Fisheries�Education�
Fisheries�Management�
Fisheries�Research�
Fisheries�Student�
Technical�Support�
Special�Recognition�in�Fisheries�Work�
�

Remember,�the�person�you�are�nominating�must�be�a�current�TCAFS�member�for�all�aw ards�except�for�the�
“ Special�Recognit ion�in�Fisheries�Work” �aw ard.�
�

Award�nominations�can�be�submitted�online�through�the�TCAFS�website:��http://www.sdafs.org/tcafs/index.htm�
�

Once�in�the�TCAFS�website,�click�on�the�AWARDS�link�near�the�upper�right�hand�corner�of�the�page.��There,�you�
will�find�a�link�to�each�Awards�category.��Click�on�the�category�of�interest�to�see�the�criteria�for�that�award.��You�
will�also�find�an�online�nomination�form,�select�the�link�and�fill�out�the�form�and�submit�it�electronically.��It's�as�
simple�as�that.��It�takes�only�a�few�minutes�out�of�your�day.��The�Awards�committee�is�ready�to�serve�its�chapter.��
So�give�us�some�work�to�do.��We�look�forward�to�seeing�each�of�you�at�the�upcoming�meeting.��NOMINATE�
your�peers�today!!!!!!!!�
�

�
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Steve�Lochmann,�Education�Section�-�Membership�Committee�

 
What�is�the�largest�bony�fish�known�to�science?�

�

If�you�are�like�me,�you�probably�waited�until�the�last�minute�to�renew�your�AFS�Membership�for�2007.�When�you�
renew,�please�consider�this�invitation.��The�Education�Section�of�the�American�Fisheries�Society�invites�you�to�
join�our�Section.��Education�Section�activities,�including�preparation�and�revision�of�textbooks,�support�of�student�
travel�to�meetings,�and�compilation�of�brochures�on�academic�programs�and�fisheries�career�opportunities.�One�
focus�of�the�section�is�undergraduate�and�graduate�education.��However,�the�Education�Section�also�supports�
lifelong�learning�of�all�fisheries�professionals.��We�encourage�all�fisheries�professionals�to�expand�their�minds�
through�the�pursuit�of�new�knowledge.�To�that�end,�we�are�sponsoring�a�“Largest�Fish”�contest.��
�

What�is�the�largest�bony�fish�known�to�science?��If�you�think�you�know�the�answer,�e-mail�your�response�to�
slochmann@uaex.edu.��We�will�provide�a�small�incentive�to�some�lucky�individual,�randomly�chosen�from�
among�the�respondents�with�the�correct�answer.��Take�some�time,�explore�the�possibilities,�and�see�what�there�is�
to�learn�about�really�big�fish.��You�must�be�a�member�of�the�Education�Section�to�be�eligible�for�the�“small�
incentive.”�



�

6�

1 �' � � �� � 
� � � � � � � � �� � 
� $
� ! � 
* � � 
( � � � � �� 
1 �, � �21 �' � � �� � 
� � � � � � � � �� � 
� $
� ! � 
* � � 
( � � � � �� 
1 �, � �21 �' � � �� � 
� � � � � � � � �� � 
� $
� ! � 
* � � 
( � � � � �� 
1 �, � �21 �' � � �� � 
� � � � � � � � �� � 
� $
� ! � 
* � � 
( � � � � �� 
1 �, � �2




( 
# � � . � ! � ' 
� � � 
$�� �� 
�� �� �� � �, �( 
# � � . � ! � ' 
� � � 
$�� �� 
�� �� �� � �, �( 
# � � . � ! � ' 
� � � 
$�� �� 
�� �� �� � �, �( 
# � � . � ! � ' 
� � � 
$�� �� 
�� �� �� � �, � 





by�Ray�Mathews,�Fisheries�Biologist/Ecologist,Texas�Water�Development�Board,�and�Chapter�Archivist�&�
Historian�

�

An�ªAquatic�Plant�Establishment�Workshopº�was�held�on�February�10,�2006�as�part�of�the�Southern�Division�AFS�
Annual�Meeting�in�San�Antonio,�and�was�jointly�sponsored�by�the�Texas�Parks�&�Wildlife�Department,�San�
Antonio�Water�System,�University�of�North�Texas,�and�the�U.S.�Army�Corps�of�Engineers.�The�instruction�team�
included�Dr.�Michael�Smart,�Dr.�Gary�Dick,�Joe�Snow,�and�Lynde�Williams�of�the�Lewisville�Aquatic�Ecosystem�
Research�Facility;�and�Dr.�Richard�Ott�and�Mark�Webb�of�the�Texas�Parks�&�Wildlife�Department.�The�workshop�
turned�out�to�be�an�outstanding�learning�experience�for�all�who�attended�and�participated�in�establishing�native�
plants�in�a�segment�of�the�San�Antonio�River�that�had�little�to�no�aquatic�plant�life.�Thus,�not�only�did�the�
participants�learn�about�the�native�aquatic�plants�and�techniques�for�establishing�them,�they�contributed�to�an�
important�restoration�effort.�We�learned�that�the�role�of�plants�in�aquatic�systems�includes�serving�as�a�food�
source�for�waterfowl�and�fish,�improving�water�clarity�and�quality,�reduction�in�shoreline�erosion�and�sediment�re-
suspension,�and�prevention�of�the�spread�of�nuisance�exotic�plants.���

�
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�
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�
�
�

A�segment�of�the�San�Antonio�River�below�the�San�
Antonio�Water�System�(SAWS)�headquarters�where�
native�plants�have�been�lost�due�to�channelization,�urban�
development,�fluctuating�water�levels,�high�turbidities,�
and�shifting�sediments�was�targeted�for�the�restoration�
effort.��The�Tower�of�the�Americas�can�be�seen�in�the�
background�for�reference.�

Dr.�Gary�Dick�gives�a�field�lecture�on�the�procedures�used�for�
establishing�native�aquatic�plants�

� �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

Lynde�Williams�instructing�a�group�of�workshop�
participants�on�construction�of�wire�cages�for�protecting�
newly�established�plants�from�ducks�and�fish.�

Workshop�participants�anchor�wire�cages�into�sediment,�then�
place�native�plants�into�finished�cages�and�tie�the�top�shut�to�
keep�ducks�out�of�them.�
�
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by�John�Moczygemba�

�

This�year�we�will�elect�a�President-elect�and�Secretary/Treasurer.��The�candidates�for�President-elect�are�Tim�
Bonner�(Texas�State�University,�San�Marcos)�and�George�Guillen�(University�of�Houston,�Clear�Lake).��The�
candidates�for�Secretary/Treasurer�are�Craig�Bonds�(Texas�Parks�&�Wildlife�Department,�Inland�Fisheries�
Division,�San�Angelo)�and�Todd�Driscoll�(Texas�Parks�&�Wildlife�Department,�Inland�Fisheries�Division,�Jasper).��
To�review�the�duties�of�the�President,�President-elect,�and�Secretary/Treasurer�go�to�
www.sdafs.org/tcafs/manuals/procman.pdf.�
�

As�we�did�last�year�we�will�vote�on-line.��Fred�Janssen,�our�website�developer,�and�John�Taylor,�the�web�site�
manager,�will�be�administering�the�voting�web�page.��To�vote,�go�to�the�Texas�Chapter�web�site�and�find�the�
ªvoting�pageº�link.��The�voting�link�is�located�on�the�meeting�home�page�labeled�ª2007�Officer�Electionº.��This�will�
send�you�to�the�candidates'�biographies.��Review�the�candidates'�qualifications�and�ideas�and�then�click�on�the�
ªvote�nowº�link.��You�will�need�a�PIN,�which�will�be�sent�out�by�e-mail�soon.��There�will�be�a�check�box�by�each�
candidate.��Click�your�choice�for�president-elect�and�secretary/treasurer.��Then�you�are�through.��If�you�do�not�
have�access�to�the�internet�and�want�to�vote�early,�you�can�contact�John�Moczygemba�at�
john.moczygemba@tpwd.state.tx.us�,�phone:�903-786-2389,�or�write:�P.O.�Box�1446,�Pottsboro,�Texas�75076�
for�a�ballot.��Early�voters�will�be�eligible�for�a�great�early�voting�prize�to�be�drawn�for�at�the�business�meeting.��
You�do�not�have�to�be�present�to�win.��The�online�and�early�mail-in�voting�deadline�w ill�be�5�pm�on�February�
28,�2007.��If�you�cannot�do�either�and�come�to�the�meeting,�then�there�will�also�be�a�voting�area�at�the�meeting�for�
those�who�did�not�get�to�vote�early.��It�will�be�at�the�registration�table.��Just�pick�up�a�ballot,�fill�it�out,�and�put�it�in�
the�ballot�box�before�10:30�am�Saturday,�March�3,�2007.��We�will�announce�the�newly�elected�officers�at�the�
business�meeting�on�March�4,�2007.�
�

�
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by�Gordon,�Lee�Ann,�Abby�and�Frank�Linam,�






Many�of�you�know�that�this�has�been�a�different�kind�of�holiday�season�for�our�family.��On�the�evening�of�October�
3,�Abby�was�involved�in�an�accident�that�left�her�with�a�serious�head�injury.��We�spent�three�weeks�in�pediatric�ICU�
in�Austin�and�eight�weeks�in�inpatient�rehabilitation�in�San�Antonio,�but,�as�I�write�this,�we�are�scheduled�to�return�
home�on�December�20�--a�wonderful�Christmas�present�for�our�family.��It�has�been�a�very�frightening,�stressful,�
and�emotional�period,�but�I�can�honestly�say�that�it�has�been�a�period�that�has�brought�us�together�as�a�family,�
increased�our�faith�in�God�and�in�our�fellow�man,�and�made�us�appreciate�so�much�more�the�meaning�of�the�
Christmas�season…..�
�

This�Christmas�we�also�have�a�deeper�appreciation�of�what�it�means�to�give.��Our�hearts�have�been�touched�by�
the�outpouring�of�love�and�gifts�that�flowed�to�us�in�the�days�and�weeks�following�the�accident.�The�cards,�phone�
calls,�food,�gifts,�money,�time�spent�with�Frank�and�Abby,�work�on�our�home,�care�for�our�animals,�and�many�
other�ways�people�tangibly�reached�out�to�us�covered�us�with�a�blanket�of�generosity,�including�the�overwhelming�
outpouring�at�the�Wimberley�Benefit.��So�many�of�you�have�given�of�your�money,�talents,�and�time�to�care�for�us�
and�try�to�give�us�some�security�for�the�future,��and�that�giving�has�been�an�illustration�of�God's�love�to�us…..�

�

Thank�you�so�much�for�the�generous�financial�gift�and�words�of�encouragement�
�

P.S.�You�can�continue�to�follow�Abby's�progress�at�w w w .abbylinam.com�
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� �Tuna�quotas�cut�as�stocks�decline�
�

The�annual�catch�of�bluefin�tuna�in�the�Mediterranean�Sea�and�eastern�
Atlantic�Ocean�is�to�be�cut�by�one�fifth�in�an�attempt�to�conserve�
dwindling�stocks.��The�42-nation�International�Commission�for�the�
Conservation�of�Atlantic�Tunas�(ICAAT)�agreed�to�the�quota�cut�at�a�
meeting�in�Dubrovnik,�Croatia�in�November�2006.��Scientific�advice�
prepared�for�the�meeting�concluded�that�catches�in�the�eastern�Atlantic�
and�Mediterranean�were�about�three�times�above�sustainable�levels.��
The�agreement�will�reduce�catches�from�32,000�tonnes�to�25,500�tonnes�
by�2010,�increase�the�permitted�minimum�size�of�fish�caught�from�10kg�
to�30kg,�extend�closed�seasons,�control,�licensing�and�inspection�schemes�aimed�at�enforcing�regulations�and�
establish�a�limit�of�a�single�bluefin�for�recreational�fishing�trips.��Conservation�groups�were�critical�that�the�
reductions�were�inadequate�to�ensure�recovery�of�the�stocks.�
�

� �World’s�coral�reefs�in�danger�
�

Researchers�fear�more�than�half�the�world©s�coral�reefs�could�die�in�less�than�25�years.��Up�to�30�percent�of�
the�world©s�coral�reefs�have�died�in�the�last�50�years,�and�another�30�percent�are�severely�damaged,�said�
Tyler�Smith�of�the�University�of�the�Virgin�Islands,�who�studies�coral�health�in�the�U.S.�Virgin�Islands�and�
collaborates�with�researchers�globally.��More�than�47�percent�of�the�coral�in�underwater�study�sites�covering�
31�acres�around�the�U.S.�Virgin�Islands�died�after�sea�temperatures�exceeded�the�norm�for�three�months�in�
2005,�said�Jeff�Miller,�a�scientist�with�the�Virgin�Islands�National�Park.��Researchers�believe�global�warming�
was�a�potential�cause�of�abnormally�high�sea�temperatures�but�was�not�the�only�suspect�in�the�reefs©�demise.��
"Climate�change�is�an�important�factor�that�is�influencing�coral�reefs�worldwide,"�said�Mark�Eakin,�director�of�
NOAA©s�Coral�Reef�Watch.�"It�adds�to�the�other�problems�that�we�are�having."�Increased�temperatures�
weaken�the�reefs©�resistance�to�increased�pollutants,�such�as�runoff�from�construction�sites�and�toxins�from�
boat�paints.��Other�threats�include�silt�runoff�which�prevents�the�coral�from�getting�enough�sunlight,�and�a�
record�increase�in�fleshy,�green�algae,�which�competes�with�coral�for�sunlight.���
�

� �Winner�receives�$25,000�for�shark-deterring�magnet�
�

Michael�M.�Herrmann,�a�New�Jersey�inventor,�won�the�World�Wildlife�Fund�
2006�International�Smart�Gear�Competition�by�beating�out�80�other�
contenders.��This�competition�seeks�innovative�fishing�gear�that�reduces�
marine�bycatch�of�mammals,�birds,�sea�turtles�and�non-target�fish�species.��
The�competition�is�open�to�fishermen,�professional�gear�manufacturers,�
teachers,�students,�engineers,�scientists�and�backyard�inventors.��Herrmann's�
gear�utilizes�a�shark's�ability�to�detect�magnetic�fields�as�a�way�to�protect�
them�from�accidentally�being�caught�on�fishing�lines.��He�found�that�placing�
strong�magnets�just�above�baited�hooks�on�a�longline�repels�certain�species�
of�sharks.���Every�year,�thousands�of�sharks�die�after�being�caught�on�hooks�
set�by�commercial�fishermen�targeting�tuna�and�swordfish.��The�World�
Conservation�Union�estimates�that�20%�of�shark�species�are�nearing�
extinction.��Bycatch�is�a�major�contributor�to�their�decline.��
http://www.worldwildlife.org/oceans/projects/smartgear.cfm�
�

�
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� �Dead�Sea�plan�
�

Officials�from�Jordan,�Israel�and�the�Palestinian�Authority�met�along�the�shores�of�the�Dead�Sea�to�settle�
details�of�a�study�to�save�the�shrinking�body�of�water,�agreeing�to�proceed�with�plans�to�draw�water�from�the�
Red�Sea.��The�surface�level�of�The�Dead�Sea�has�fallen�about�three�feet�a�year�in�the�past�20�years�because�
of�evaporation�and�alleged�diversion�of�rivers�by�Syria�and�Israel.��At�over�1,300�feet�below�sea�level�it�is�
lowest�point�on�land�on�the�Earth.��Four�donor�countries�France,�Japan,�the�United�States�and�the�Netherlands�
have�committed�themselves�to�participate�in�financing�the�$15�million�study.�The�study�will�look�at�the�
environmental�and�social�consequences�of�transferring�water�from�the�Red�Sea�to�the�Dead�Sea.��The�Red-
Dead�Sea�canal�project,�which�is�expected�to�cost�more�than�$1�billion,�would�exploit�the�1,320-foot�
difference�in�altitude�between�these�areas.��If�implemented,�the�248-mile�desert�area�between�the�two�seas�
would�benefit�from�the�fresh�water�to�turn�the�region�into�an�agricultural�hub�for�the�benefit�of�the�three�
countries.�A�desalination�project�is�also�envisaged�to�provide�drinking�water�for�Amman.�Israel�and�the�
Palestinian�territories�would�also�benefit�from�the�drinking�water.�
��

� �Global�warming�fix�or�marine�snake�oil?�
�

Phil�Kithil,�CEO�of�Atmocean�Inc,�a�private�research�firm�in�Santa�Fe,�New�Mexico�told�an�American�
Geophysical�Union�meeting�in�San�Francisco�of�his�plans�to�bring�deep-water�nutrients�to�the�surface�of�the�
ocean�with�arrays�of�wave-activated�pumps�to�increase�phytoplankton�populations�which�would�absorb�mass�
quantities�of�dissolved�CO2.��He�proposes�this�would�boost�populations�of�salps,�which�feed�on�algae�and�
would�reduce�greenhouse�gases�by�feasting�on�carbon-dioxide�soaked�algae.��Salps�excrete�carbon�pellets�
that�sink�and�dissolve�deep�enough�in�the�ocean�to�be�effectively�taken�out�
of�the�carbon�cycle.��The�speculative�idea�includes�using�pumps�consisting�
of�flexible�tubes,�up�to�1,000m�in�length,�which�would�draw�cold,�nutrient-
rich�water�to�the�ocean's�surface.��Kithil�estimates�1,340�pump�arrays,�
each�consisting�of�100,000�tethered�pumps�over�100,000�sq�km,�could�
sequester�nearly�a�third�of�manmade�CO2�annually.��In�summer�2007�he�
plans�to�experiment�with�25�pumps�off�the�coast�of�Bermuda�to�see�
whether�he�can�actually�increase�algal�blooms�and�lure�salps�to�feed.��
http://www.atmocean.com/�

�
� �Wonders�of�America�

�

In�May�2006,�the�US�Postal�Service�issued�a�stamp�pane�featuring�40�natural�and�man-made�wonders�of�the�
United�States,�ªWonders�of�America,�land�of�superlativesº.��These�remarkable�places,�plants,�animals,�and�
structures�were�selected�from�every�region�of�the�country.��The�stamp�art�is�by�Lonnie�Busch.�On�the�front�of�
each�stamp,�in�large�letters,�are�words�that�describe�the�superlative�nature�of�a�particular�place�or�thing.�
Smaller�type�gives�the�name�or�location�of�the�featured�wonder.�Text�on�the�back�of�each�stamp�provides�
relevant�statistics�and�other�interesting�information.��Many�of�the�stamps�feature�wonders�of�our�aquatic�and�
marine�environment.�
�

�
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�
If�you�are�interested�in�joining�or�renewing�your�membership�to�the�Texas�Chapter�of�the�American�Fisheries�
Society,�you�can�get�membership�materials�at�our�web�site,�www.sdafs.org/tcafs/index.htm,�or�by�contacting�
Dennis�Smith,�Dundee�State�Fish�Hatchery,�Rt.�1�Box�123A,�Electra,�TX��76360,�(940)�586-1203,�
Dennis.Smith@tpw d.state.tx.us.�
�
If�your�e-mail�address�has�changed,�please�contact�us�w ith�an�update�so�you�can�continue�to�receive�
chapter�updates�and�notifications�of�the�posting�of�new sletters.�
�
Members�are�encouraged�to�make�submissions�to�the�Newsletter�Editor�by�mail�or�e-mail�to�one�of�the�
addresses�listed�below.�
�
�
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Lake�Jackson,�Texas�

March�2-4,�2007�







�

Registration�includes�access�to�all�technical�sessions,�the�continuing�education�workshops,�the�Student/Professional�Mixer�
(Shrimp�boil�at�SeaCenter�Texas),�and�the�banquet�that�will�be�held�at�the�Cherotel-Brazosport�Hotel�and�Conference�
Center.�The�deadline�for�early�registration�is�February�16,�2007.�
�

Name__________________________________________� Date_________________________�

Street�Address�__________________________________________________________________�

City__________________________� State__________� Zip__________________________�

Work�Phone___________________� Email�Address�_________________________________�

�

______Yes,�I�am�a�Student�and�will�work�for�free�lodging�(first�come,�first�served).��
�

MEETING�REGISTRATION:� Cost/Person� Total�Cost�
Regular�Member�Registration�±�Received�by�2-16-07� $50.00� �
� Received�after�2-16-07� $60.00� �
Student*/Spouse�Registration�±�Received�by�2-16-07� $25.00� �
� Received�after�2-16-07� $35.00� �
Chapter�Dues�±�Professional/Student�(Please�note�student�registration�&�
membership�is�for�full-time,�currently�registered�students�only.)�

$12/$5� �

TOTAL�REGISTRATION�COST�(make�checks�payable�to�TCAFS)� $__________�
�

______Yes,�I�would�like�to�be�a�Mentor�at�the�Professional/Student�Mixer.�
�

WORKSHOPS�AND�CONTINUING�EDUCATION:�
Friday,�March�2,�2007� Time� Attending?�
Watershed�Modeling�with�GIS� 1:00�pm�-�3:00�pm� ��� Yes� � No�
Wetlands�Conflict�Resolution� 3:00�pm�-�5:00�pm� ��� Yes� � No�
Student�Resume�Workshop� 1:00�pm�-�4:00�pm� � Yes� � No�

�
STUDENT-MENTOR�LUNCH:�

Saturday,�March�3,�2007� Current�/�Desired�career�field�
� Professional� � Student� � Academia� � State�Gov't� � Federal�Gov't� � Private�industry�

�
COMMITTEES:�±�Please�indicate�which�committee(s)�you�are�willing�to�serve�on.�

Awards� � Internet� � Nominating� �
Editorial� � Endowments� � Pond�Management� �
Issues� � Membership� � Publicity/Exhibits� �
Stocks�at�Risk*� � Continuing�Education� � Student�Outreach� �
Exotic�Species*� � � � � �

*Subcommittees�of�the�Issues�Committee�
�

�

MAIL�COMPLETED�REGISTRATION�(1�form�per�person)�AND�
PAYMENT�TO:�(please�make�checks�payable�to�TCAFS)��
�

Mr.�Michael�Brice�
TX�Chapter�AFS�Treasurer�
3802�East�End�Blvd.�South�
Marshall,�TX�75672�

�


