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by Art Morris 







This January, the next annual meeting will come to the banks of the South Llano River at Junction.   The Ex-
Com met there this September to inspect the Texas Tech University Field Station facilities and found them to 
meet our expectations.  And a few of the folks even did some collecting on the river prior to the meeting and 
met success…as defined by not tipping their kayaks over.  In any case, the meeting should be unique with 
several extra curricular activities to gain most anyone’s interest. 
 

The scholarship folks (Ray Mathews and Mike Morgan) are gearing up to pass out grants to outstanding 
students who can use a helping hand in their scholarly endeavors, so pass the word along to anyone you feel 
might qualify.  Juan Martinez and Jvonne Lalla are looking for auction items, so as you ramble across the 
waters be thinking about getting something donated to help our scholarship cause.  If everyone can bring in 
just one item, then we will be able to create even greater scholarship opportunities in the future. 
 

Greg Conley is looking for award recipients.  Be thinking about nominating a peer to receive an award.  Each 
year some awards categories do not even receive nominations, so this year could be that chance to gain 
some points with those around you. 
 

Congratulations go out to Mandy Scott, who is expecting in November.  Speaking on behalf of the chapter, we 
all hope everything goes well and look forward to working with our newest member. 
 

This summer, we have had good rainfall across much of the state which has been very beneficial to our 
fisheries resources.  Many of our lakes, bays, rivers and streams have caught much-needed freshwater that 
paints a bright future for much of the state, making our jobs just a little bit easier.   Take advantage of the 
opportunity to study, enhance and promote our great fisheries…and come tell us all about it at the upcoming 
annual meeting in Junction.   
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by Tim Bonner 

 

The Texas Chapter AFS annual meeting will be held at Texas Tech University-Junction on January 17-19, 
2008.  TCAFS Committee members are working diligently to organize this meeting.  Feel free to contact any of 
our Committee Chairs if you would like to help with these efforts.  Volunteering with the Chapter is a great way 
to meet fisheries professionals in Texas and to make a positive contribution to the science of fish and fisheries 
conservation and management.  Also, please plan to participate in our Contributed Papers sessions.  We 
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have a number of fish/fisheries professionals throughout Texas that work on a wide variety of marine and 
freshwater fish-related issues.  TCAFS membership, guests, and students will benefit by hearing from you. 
 

Check our website (www.sdafs.org/tcafs/) for the latest details on the meeting’s schedule and events.  We 
are in the final stages of organizing a Plenary Session and Continuing Education Workshops.  This 
information will be posted as soon as available.  Plus, our website will contain abstract submission 
instructions, registration information, and hotel information.  TTU-Junction has affordable on-site housing so 
keep this in mind when planning hotel accommodations.  Reservation information at TTU-Junction will be 
forthcoming.   
 

Our annual meeting will have a number of activities planned besides the technical sessions.  We will have 
socials on Thursday and Friday nights, an auction on Friday night, door prizes, and a kayak trip.  The kayak 
trip is on Thursday before the evening social and is free with registration.  The trip covers about 4 miles of the 
South Llano River, which is loaded with feisty Guadalupe bass.  Of course, the winter weather is anything but 
predictable in West Texas so bring plenty of water, sunscreen, and cold weather gear.  It might be hot, or it 
might be in the middle of a blizzard.  Either way, it will be a fun trip.  
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Abstracts for oral and poster presentations are requested for the 2008 annual meeting of the Texas Chapter 
of the American Fisheries Society.  The meeting will be held Thursday through Saturday, January 17 – 19, 
2008 at the Texas Tech University Center in Junction, Texas.  To submit an abstract to be considered for the 
technical program, please provide the following information: 
 

Author name(s)  (presenting author should be noted with an *). 
Presentation type  (oral or poster ¼  please indicate whether you are willing to present the data in the 

alternative format if requested). 
Contact information  (affiliation, street address, city, state, zip code, telephone number, and email address). 
Presentation title 
Abstract  (Single paragraph, 300-word maximum length). 
 

In addition, please indicate your intentions for the presentation in the 2008 TCAFS Proceedings 
(abstract-only or manuscript) and indicate whether the presenter is a STUDENT or PROFESSIONAL.  To 
be considered a student presenter, you must be enrolled at the time the abstract is submitted.  
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTERS … please indicate your willingness to judge student presentations.   
 

Oral presentations should be prepared as a 15-minute presentation (with 5 minutes for open discussion) using 
MS PowerPoint®.  Poster presentations should be formatted to include a title, abstract, introduction, methods, 
results, discussion/conclusion, and literature cited.  Posters must not exceed 48” in any dimension. 
 

DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSIONS IS DECEMBER 1st, 2007. 
 

Please submit your presentation abstract ELECTRONICALLY (preferably in MS Word®) to: 
Dan.Daugherty@tpwd.state.tx.us 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the meeting! 
 
 



 

 

3 

 � � � � � � � � 	� 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	� 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	� 
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	� 
� � � � � � 




by Craig Bonds, TCAFS Secretary/Treasurer 

 

After considerable discussion among TCAFS Excom members and Committee Chairpersons, a motion 
was made at the most recent TCAFS Excom meeting by Craig Bonds and seconded by Charlie Munger to 
leave $12,000 in the chapter©s cash account and move the remainder of the account (approximately 
$46,000) into a suite of investment accounts according to the recently approved TCAFS Investment Policy 
Statement and directed by Merrill Lynch.  The motion was passed with a unanimous vote.  The cash 
account will function as it was intended - to cover annual chapter operating expenses.  The investment 
accounts will allow Chapter assets to work and grow toward the goal of better long-term capital wealth with 
the primary objective of funding student scholarships.  Any questions concerning these actions may be 
addressed to Craig Bonds and/or Dave Terre (TCAFS Endowments Committee Chair). 
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by Mandy Scott, Student Outreach Committee Chairperson 

 

Since the Texas Chapter meeting in March, I have been serving as the liaison between our Chapter’s Student 
Outreach Committee and Bass Brigade outdoor leadership program for high school students.  I believe this 
program has the potential to be a great recruiting tool for our fisheries profession and our AFS chapter.  I 
volunteered as a “Covey Leader” (camp counselor) for the Rolling Hills Bobwhite Brigade camp this past June 
to get a feel for how these camps are run, and what it will take to launch the new Bass Brigade camp.  I must 
tell you that I was very impressed with what I experienced there.  The students not only learned hoards of 
information about quail biology, ecology, and management, but also developed their public speaking and 
presentation skills.  The rapid-fire pace of the camp was very challenging for all of us, and fueled the students’ 
desire to excel, even when assigned projects kept us up until the wee hours of the morning.  Check out the 
Brigades at their website www.texasbrigades.org.  
   
At the August Bass Brigade steering committee meeting, we discussed immediate needs and narrowed down 
our choices of venues for next summer’s camp.  The venue ultimately chosen was the Lower Colorado River 
Authority facility at Lake Buchanan Dam.  Any Chapter members who are interested in helping out with next 
year’s camp, or would just like some more information, should call me at the number below. 
   
Thank you to everyone who voted in Lake Jackson to donate $300 of the Chapter’s money to Bass Brigade.  
The Brigades were able to double that amount with the assistance of a matching grant, and that $600 will 
serve to fully sponsor two cadets for next summer’s Bass Brigade camp!  
  
The Student Outreach Committee is also planning on providing activities for students at next spring’s Chapter 
meeting in Junction, including a Jobs Board, Student-Mentor Lunch, and Free Career Packets.  Be sure to 
sign up for the student-mentor lunch on your meeting registration form if you would like to participate as a 
student or as a professional.  Call me for more details: 325-651-5556. 
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by Mike Morgan - Scholarship Committee Chairperson 







The Scholarship Committee of the Texas Chapter of the American Fisheries Society is seeking deserving 
students enrolled in fisheries-related curricula who are interested in applying for scholarships.   
   
Four scholarships in the amount of $1,250 each will be awarded to two undergraduate students, one Master’s 
student, and one Ph.D. student.  Students are eligible to receive one award in each category during their 
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scholastic career.  No nomination is necessary, and more than one student from the same university may 
apply in each category.  Scholarships will be awarded at the annual meeting January 17-19, 2008 in Junction, 
Texas.  Scholarship winners are strongly encouraged to attend the annual meeting to receive their award. 
 

Each applicant must be a member of the Texas Chapter of the American Fisheries Society or pay their 
membership dues when the scholarship application is submitted.  The Scholarship Committee will select the 
scholarship recipients based on academic excellence, professional activities, promise of future professional 
involvement, and significant contribution to the field of fisheries science. 
 

Applications must be received by December 7, 2007.  A copy of the application may be obtained from the 
TCAFS website at http://www.sdafs.org/tcafs.  Applications may be submitted by email (preferred) or U.S. 
Mail.   
 

Applications and questions should be directed to: 
 

Mike Morgan - Scholarship Committee Chairperson 
3030 Sugar Wood Dr. 
League City, TX 77573 
Phone: (281) 974-9964 
Email:  m2morgan@mail.com 
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By Ray Mathews, Jr., Clark Hubbs Research Award Committee Chairperson 
 

The Clark Hubbs Student Research Award Committee of the Texas Chapter of the American Fisheries Society 
is seeking deserving students enrolled in fisheries-related curricula who are interested in applying for a 
research award.  As committee chair, I ask that you disseminate this information by posting this letter and 
application in your department, and if possible, verbally convey this information to all of your students. 
   
No nomination is necessary.  More than one undergraduate or graduate student from the same university may 
apply.  Also, previous TCAFS scholarship recipients are eligible to apply for the research award.  The research 
award will be announced at the annual meeting January 17-19, 2008 in Junction, Texas at the Texas Tech 
University Center.  This will be the second year for this prestigious award, and it will be a distinct honor for the 
student recipient.  The award winner will be required to attend the annual meeting to receive the award. 
 

Each applicant must be a member of the Texas Chapter of the American Fisheries Society or pay their 
membership dues when the research award application is submitted.   
The Clark Hubbs Student Research Award Committee will select the award recipient based on the following 
criteria: 
1. Merit of the research application (criteria described in announcement). 
2. Consistency with the research legacy of Clark Hubbs. 
3. Promise of future professional involvement and significant contribution to research in the field of 

fisheries science. 
 

Applications must be received by November 15, 2007.  Should you have any questions, please call, or e-mail 
me. Please send applications to the address below. 
 

Ray Mathews, Clark Hubbs Research Award Committee Chairperson 
Texas Water Development Board 
OPFCA, Environmental Section 
Austin, Texas 78711-3231 
Office (512) 936-0822; FAX: 463-9980; Email: Ray.Mathews@twdb.state.tx.us 
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By John Moczegemba 

 

If you have been with the Chapter longer than 10 years, you might remember the old days of voting for our 
officers.  At the business meeting we would announce those who consented, by desire or persuasion, to run 
for office.  Then little squares of paper would be passed out and you would write your choice on it.  The ballots 
would then be collected and a couple of people would disappear with the ballots and count.  Sometimes we 
had three people running for an office.  The last one I remember was for President-elect at the 1998 meeting 
in Athens.  Paul Hammerschmidt (TPWD-Coastal Division), Malcolm Johnson (Johnson Lake Management 
Services), and Nick Parker (Fish & Wildlife Coop Unit, Texas Tech University) had consented to run.  The 
counters came back with no one getting a majority and there was a run-off between Paul and Nick.  So some 
more squares were passed out and the count was made with Paul Hammerschmidt being elected.  You had to 
be at the annual meeting to vote and we estimated somewhere between 25 and 30 percent of the 
membership voted.  The next year at Corpus Christi we put a ballot in the newsletter and allowed members to 
send in a ballot if they were not coming to the meeting or did not to want to vote at the meeting.  There was a 
voting table at the meeting and the election ended before the business meeting, where the results were 
announced.  The mail-in procedure was a little complicated and the percentage of voting members did not 
increase much, although some ballots where mailed in.  So the next year at the ArkLaTex 2000 Meeting in 
Bossier City, Louisiana, we decided to be more aggressive.  After getting a slate of two candidates per office 
we printed the ballots and candidates' resumes and mailed them to the membership with a postage paid 
return-envelope.  As an incentive to vote early we put the names of those who sent in their ballots in a drawing 
for a prize to be given at the meeting.  Members did not have to be present to win.  You could also vote at the 
meeting by casting your ballot in the Ballot Bait Bucket (BBB) at the registration table.  It was worth the 
investment of a little money.  The voting membership increased to almost 60%.  This method of electing Texas 
Chapter President-elect and Secretary/Treasurer continued until the 2005 election at the Grapevine meeting.  
We went high tech and went online for early voting.  Fred Janssen was the internet guru and managed the 
Texas Chapter web site.  He set up a voting page and we moved into the present way of voting.  The 
candidates' resumes were posted online and a voting link was set up for those who wanted to vote early.  
They were sent an email with a letter about the voting and a PIN to get into the voting page.  We still kept the 
early voting prize.  Those who wanted a mail-in ballot could request one and 
you could still put your ballot in the BBB at the voting table.  It has worked 
very well the past two years and has saved the Chapter some money.  The 
voting membership is still around 60%.  We hope it improves in the future, 
but it is up to the membership to do so.  Give us your up-to-date email 
address so we can get the voting information to you.  Oh, by the way the 
early voting prizes have ranged from life jackets, to rod and reel combos, to a 
guided fishing trip on Lake Texoma with J.B. Webb.  Ask Mandy and Brad 
Scott about the fun they had on the trip they bought last year at the auction.  
When the next election is online before the annual meeting, check it out and 
vote. 
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My fisheries career began at Texas A&M at Galveston where I received my B.S. in Marine Biology.  I also 
obtained my M.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences from Texas A&M University and my Ph.D. in 
Environmental Sciences from the UT Health Science Center in Houston.  For the last 23 years, I have worked 
as an aquatic and fisheries biologist for various natural resource agencies including the TPWD, TCEQ, 
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Minerals Management Service (MMS) and USFWS.  I currently serve as an Associate Professor of Biology 
and Executive Director of the Environmental Institute of Houston at the University of Houston Clear Lake.   
 

I have been a member of the AFS Parent Society for 23 years. I received my AFS Certification as a Fisheries 
Scientist in 1988.  I have served as the Chair of the Pollution Committee of the Southern Division of the AFS 
during 1988-1991.  I also served as President for the Humboldt Chapter of the AFS in northern California 
during 2001-02.  I currently serve on the AFS Parent Society Continuing Education Committee.  I was honored 
with a Special Recognition Award in 2004 for my service to the Western Division of the AFS.   
 

In addition to AFS activities, I have served as member of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council - 
Interagency Scientific and Statistical Advisory Committee (SSC) from 1993 through 1997, and currently since 
2005.  I currently serve as Vice Chair of the Galveston Bay Estuary Program Research Coordination Board 
and Monitoring Committee.  My current research interests cover a wide range of subjects, ranging from 
evaluating impacts from invasive fish species, determining habitat and water quality requirements for native 
fish populations, and larval fish ecology.    
 

As President-Elect and President of the TCAFS I would strongly promote and help the Chapter expand it's 
effectiveness as the premier organization which deals with the science and management of fisheries 
resources within Texas.  The TCAFS should continue the traditional role of providing a forum for the 
dissemination of scientific information in fisheries management, while expanding our scope to include issues 
that may threaten our fisheries resources.  For example, TCAFS should provide a forum for the critical 
analyses of the various complex issues (e.g. instream flows, habitat protection, water quality protection, 
climate change) affecting the fisheries resources in Texas.  In addition, the Chapter should continue to support 
its excellent publications including the TCAFS manuals and Annual Proceedings. I believe these activities will 
promote our common goal of insuring that our heritage of quality fisheries will be part of the future of Texas as 
well.  I would also be very honored and fortunate if elected, because I would have the opportunity to work 
closely with the many talented, dedicated and hard working TCAFS members and colleagues who share in 
this desire to continue our tradition of service to our profession and the conservation of the fisheries resources 
of Texas.    
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I earned an A.S. degree in Wildlife and Fisheries sciences from North Dakota State University-Bottineau in 
1991, a B.S. degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences from South Dakota State University in 1994 and an 
M.S. degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences (Fisheries Option) from South Dakota State University in 1996.  
In 1997, I began my career with Texas Parks and Wildlife and over the past 10 years I have worked as an 
assistant district biologist in both Wichita Falls and Canyon, as a district supervisor in San Angelo and I am 
currently the regional director in Waco.   
 

I first joined AFS in 1991 and since then I have been involved with AFS in one capacity or another.  From 
1993-1997 I was a member of the Dakota Chapter of AFS and co-chaired the Student Affairs Committee from 
1994-1995.  I also served on the Student Affairs Committee for the North Central Division of AFS from 1994-
1996.  I joined the Texas Chapter of AFS in 1998 and served on the Endowments Committee from 1998-2000, 
as the Newsletter Editor from 1999-2001 and co-chaired the Publicity and Exhibits Committee from 2002-
2004.  I also co-chaired the Fund Raising and Exhibits Committee for the 2006 Southern Division AFS meeting 
held in San Antonio.  In addition, I have been active in various Sections and Technical Committees.  I am 
currently serving as the Texas representative to the Southern Division AFS Small Impoundments Technical 
Committee as well as the Southern Division AFS representative to the Fisheries Management Section. 
 

If elected I would like to continue the efforts of promoting and enhancing student involvement as well as 
involvement by fisheries and fisheries related professionals outside of Texas Parks and Wildlife.  As we look 
ahead to the future and the issues that will be affecting our inland and coastal waters, our membership needs 
to adequately reflect the necessary diversity to address these issues.  I would also like to promote more 
involvement by Texas Chapter members at the Division and National levels.  It takes a lot of individuals who 
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are willing to step up and volunteer to keep AFS actively growing both in membership as well as in service to 
its members.            
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By Greg Conley, Awards Committee Chairman 
 

It's time again to be thinking of who you want to nominate for an award at the annual TCAFS meeting held at 
the Texas Tech University Junction campus in January 2008.  The link to the Awards page on the chapter 
website is http://www.sdafs.org/tcafs/awards/index.htm .  The categories are as follows:  
 

�  Administration 
�  Culture 
�  Education 
�  Management 
�  Research 
�  Student 
�  Technical support  
�  Special recognition 

 

More news to follow in the next few weeks.  Look forward to seeing everyone at the next meeting. 
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By Ray Mathews, Jr., Ray Mathews, Historian/Archivist 
 

The Texas Chapter of the American Fisheries Society (TCAFS) has an active EXCOM that works on fund 
raising and management issues, student awards and scholarships, and annual meeting planning. This 
summer we had meetings at the Texas River Center in San Marcos (June 26th) and the Texas Tech University 
Research Station in Junction (September 19th). 
 

EXCOM meetings tend to be a combination of work for something that means a lot to all of us and fun outings. 
Important changes to the student award process were considered for both scholarships and endowments at 
the June 26th meeting.  Four student scholarships will be awarded each year currently in the amount of $1,250 
by the Scholarship Committee.  Two undergraduate students, one Master's degree candidate, and one PhD 
candidate will receive the scholarships.  An endowment fund will be established in a high interest bearing 
account to be administered by the EXCOM with guidance from the Endowments Committee.  There are 
numerous procedural changes recommended for the scholarship and endowment programs of the TCAFS, 
and these will be addressed at the Business section of the Annual meeting.  The Texas Rivers Center has 
been completed for offices of Texas State University professors and students, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department staff, as well as staff of the Texas Rivers Center program. It is both an institutional and 
educational facility at Aquarena Center, and if you have not been there, I would highly encourage it.  The 
Aquarena Center staff offer guided glass bottom boat tours of Spring Lake and the Endangered Species 
Museum. 
 

The September 19th meeting involved a proposal to host the TCAFS January annual meeting at the Texas 
Tech University Research Station in Junction, Texas.  The EXCOM moved to accept the meeting site, and it 
will be a great site for our annual meeting.  A part of the meeting involved testing out kayaking skills on the 
South Fork of the Llano River.  According to Dr. Timothy Bonner, TCAFS President-elect, that river has a high 
density of Guadalupe Bass, the State Fish, and field ecology training will be part of the continuing education 
kayaking tour available as part of the next annual meeting.  You better make early plans to attend, because 
this will be a popular field trip. 
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TCAFS EXCOM members in conference room at new Texas Rivers Center. 

  

Craig Bonds with well-equipped kayak. 
Tim Bonner and Deborah Wade pulling kayak to the 

South Fork of Llano River. 
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A terrace and office view of the Spring Lake from the new Texas Rivers Center.











Fisheries exhibit of Edwards Plateau rivers, and glass bottom boat tour at Aquarena Center.











Cavernous exhibits of Edwards Aquifer that provides fisheries habitat for subterranean and spring-fed rivers in 
central Texas.
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�  Salmon spawn baby trout in experiment 
Japanese researchers injected newly-hatched, but, Asian masu salmon with sperm-growing cells from rainbow 
trout and watched the salmon grow up to produce trout.  The results of this research which was published in 
the journal Science, is capturing the attention of conservation specialists, who say new techniques are badly 
needed.  Captive breeding of endangered fish is difficult, and attempts to freeze fish eggs for posterity so far 
have failed.  The Japanese researchers© ultimate goal is to boost the rapidly dwindling population of bluefin 
tuna, a species prized in a country famed for its tuna appetite.  
 

Goro Yoshizaki, a Tokyo University marine scientist whose team is leading the research, started with 
salmonids because several species are endangered or extinct.  Initial attempts to transplant sperm-producing 
cells into normal masu salmon mostly produced hybrids of the two species that didn©t survive.  Next, Yoshizaki 
engineered salmon to be sterile.  He then injected newly-hatched salmon with stem cells destined to grow into 
sperm that he had culled from male rainbow trout.  Once they were grown, 10 of 29 male salmon who got the 
injections produced trout sperm.  The bigger surprise; injecting the male cells into female salmon sometimes 
worked, too, prompting five female salmon to ovulate trout eggs, a scientific first!  The stem cells were still 
primitive enough to switch gears from sperm-producers to egg-producers when they wound up inside female 
organs. 






Yoshizaki used the salmon-grown trout sperm to 
fertilize both wild trout eggs and the salmon-grown 
trout eggs. DNA testing confirmed that all of the 
dozens of resulting baby fish were pure trout, he 
reported.  Moreover, those new trout grew up able to 
reproduce.














Last January, Yoshizaki helped University of Idaho 
scientists collect and freeze immature sperm tissue 
from young sockeye salmon being raised at a state-
run hatchery. Next month, he©ll be back to help 
Joseph Cloud, a University of Idaho zoology 
professor who is leading the U.S. government-funded sockeye project, thaw the tissue and implant it into 
sterile rainbow trout. 
 

"Future work should look to expand this approach to other fishes in need of conservation, in particular, the 
sturgeons and paddlefish," said John Waldman, a fisheries biologist at Queens College in New York.  "We 
have a lot of species of fish around the world that are really in danger of becoming extinct." 

 
�  Yangtze River’s pollution woes 
The Yangtze River is about 3,860 miles long and runs from the Tibetan plateau to the sea near Shanghai, 
passing through some of China©s major cities, such as Chongqing and Nanjing and it accounts for 35 percent 
of China©s total fresh water resources.  More than 370 miles of the river are in critical condition and almost 30 
percent of its major tributaries are seriously polluted according to a report by the Nanjing Institute of 
Geography and Limnology, part of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.  The pollution, along with damming and 
heavy use of boats, has caused a sharp decline in aquatic life along the Yangtze.  The report said the annual 
harvest of aquatic products from the river has dropped from 427,000 tons in the 1950s to about 100,000 tons 
in the 1990s.  
 

China©s communist government faces a challenge in much of the country to deal with worsening pollution 
caused by rapid economic growth and the failure of factories, sewage systems and other sources to follow 
environmental regulations.  Pollution in the main stem of the Yangtze River has increased by more than 70 
percent over the last 50 years.  Almost half of the country©s industrial waste and sewage is discharged in the 
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river, the report said.  It also showed that the huge reservoir created by the Three Gorges Dam, the world©s 
biggest hydropower project, was seriously polluted by pesticides, fertilizers and sewage from passenger boats.   
According to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), garbage heaps, pig waste and discharge from factories, 
hospitals and mines possibly including radioactive waste lie at the bottom of the reservoir at the Three Gorges 
Dam.  Unfortunately it is believed that the impact of human activities on the Yangtze water ecology is largely 
irreversible.   
 
�  Anglers catch monster shark 
Six anglers went fishing for grouper in the Destin Fishing Rodeo on October 13, 2007 and they returned with 
an 11-foot mako shark!  It took them over an hour to get the shark to the boat, and it was so big they had to tie 
it to the stern of the boat and tow it back to land, which took them four hours.  The shark weighed 844.4 
pounds and even after gutting it still weighed 638 pounds.  It broke the tournament's previous shark record by 
338 pounds!  As a point of reference, the Florida state record is 911.75 lbs and it was set in 1962. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  Scientists amazed by fish’s journey 
In 2005, a 2.9-inch steelhead left a Washington state hatchery implanted with a passive integrated 
transponder (PIT) tag.  Nearly 2 million fish leave the Columbia system with such tags each year, most 
heading north and west towards Alaska.  In April 2007, the fish was recovered from a sooty shearwater chick 
in New Zealand a distance of 7,700 miles away.  Scientists believe the fish was eaten by an adult sooty 
shearwater and they have two theories about the tag: 1) A shearwater off Oregon ate the young steelhead as 
it headed out to sea, and the electronic tag from the fish lodged in the bird's stomach.  There it remained for 
more than a year until the bird, in New Zealand, regurgitated its stomach contents to feed its chick. 2) The 
steelhead was inadvertently caught in a fishing net, perhaps near Japan or Russia, cut up on a factory ship or 
another fishing boat, and its remains and the tag were tossed overboard, to be eaten by one of the masses of 
shearwaters that follow fishing vessels.  
 

"We know it went into the ocean, and we know it ended up in New Zealand," said Dave Marvin, who tracks 
Columbia River PIT tags for the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission in Portland. "But what happened 
in between is speculation." 
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Texas Tech University - Junction 

January 17-19, 2008 







 
 
Registration includes access to all technical sessions, continuing education workshops, float trip, Friday & Saturday 
breakfast, Thursday night Student/Professional Mixer, and Friday night banquet. The deadline for early registration is 
January 3, 2008. 
 
 

Name__________________________________________ Date_________________________ 

Street Address __________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________ State__________ Zip__________________________ 

Work Phone___________________ Email Address _________________________________ 

 
 

 

MEETING REGISTRATION: Cost/Perso
n 

Total Cost 

Regular Member Registration – Received by 1-3-08 $80.00  
 Received after 1-3-08 $90.00  
Student*/Spouse Registration – Received by 1-3-08 $40.00  
 Received after 1-3-08 $50.00  
Chapter Dues – Professional/Student (Please note student registration & 
membership is for full-time, currently registered students only.) 

$12/$5  

TOTAL REGISTRATION COST (make checks payable to TCAFS) $__________ 
 

______Yes, I am a Student and will work for free lodging (first come, first served). 
 
______Yes, I would like to be a Mentor at the Professional/Student Mixer. 
 
______Yes, I plan to lodge on TTU-Junction campus. 

 
 

COMMITTEES: – Please indicate which committee(s) you are willing to serve on. 
Awards  Internet  Nominating  
Editorial  Endowments  Pond Management  
Issues  Membership  Publicity/Exhibits  
Stocks at Risk*  Continuing Education  Student Outreach  
Exotic Species*      

*Subcommittees of the Issues Committee 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAIL COMPLETED REGISTRATION (1 form per person) AND 
PAYMENT TO: (please make checks payable to TCAFS)  
 

Craig Bonds 
TX Chapter AFS Treasurer 
3407-A S. Chadbourne 
San Angelo, TX 76904 
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If you are interested in joining or renewing your membership to the Texas Chapter of the American Fisheries 
Society, you can get membership materials at our web site, www.sdafs.org/tcafs/index.htm, or by contacting 
Dennis Smith, Dundee State Fish Hatchery, Rt. 1 Box 123A, Electra, TX  76360, (940) 586-1203, 
Dennis.Smith@tpwd.state.tx.us. 
 
If your e-mail address has changed, please contact us with an update so you can continue to receive 
the chapter newsletter. 
 
Members are encouraged to make submissions to the Newsletter Editor by mail or e-mail to one of the 
addresses listed below. 
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