
Tidewater Chapter Annual Meeting Great Success 

Dr. Olney Wins Chapter Meritorious Service Award 

raising the bar for future stu-

dents. Friday closed with a late 

afternoon Chapter business 

meeting, and then everyone 

boarded water taxis for a re-

turn trip to the battleship, loca-

tion also of the evening ban-

quet. Again, the beer was lo-

cal, as well as the seafood. 

Although  cool weather pre-

vented set up on the shipõs 

fantail, everyone enjoyed the 

opportunity to walk her decks 

and envision daily and combat 

life the crew faced during 

World War II. In addition to 

great food and camaraderie, 

Ron Klauda, awards committee 

chairman, presented awards 

for best student oral and 

poster presentations ( see in-

side award spread ) and for 

Meritorious Service to Dr. John 

Olney of VIMS for his long -

term involvement and excep-

tional commitment to Chapter 

programs  ( full story below ). 

By Fred Scharf  

     The 2009 American Fisher-

ies Society Tidewater Chapter 

annual meeting was hosted by 

the University of North Caro-

lina Wilmington March 12 -14 

in the heart of historic, river-

front Wilmington.  

     A poster social in the mess 

hall of the retired battleship 

USS North Carolina kicked off  

the meeting Thursday evening. 

Attendees were shuttled 

across the river in the charm of 

old trolleys, finding good food 

and locally brewed beer on 

the other side. There were 14 

posters presented, mostly by 

students, and the quality of the 

science was again outstanding.   

     Friday morningõs technical 

session got started with  in-

vited plenary speaker, Dr. 

John Boreman, recently retired 

from NOAA Fisheries. Dr. 

Boreman succeeded in chal-

lenging chapter members to 

think about the strengthening 

role of science in fisheries 

management given  changes 

made to the Magnuson -Stevens 

Act during reauthorization.   

     Twenty oral presentations 

followed, with 16 given by 

students. Echoing Past -

President Jack Musick, I be-

lieve that each year it seems 

our student presenters im-

prove in their ability to present 

their science, continuously 

By Ron Klauda  

     Periodically, the Tidewater 

Chapter formally recognizes a 

member who has given un-

swerving loyalty, dedication, 

long -term involvement, and 

exceptional commitment to the 

programs, objectives and 

goals of the chapter by pre-

senting this individual with the 

Meritorious Service Award.  

The recipient of the award in 

2009 is Dr. John Olney.   

     On faculty at the Virginia 

Institute of Marine Science 

(VIMS) and the College of Wil-

liam & Maryõs School of Marine 

Science, Dr. Olneyõs name is 

synonymous with assessment 

of American shad migration 

and recruitment in the coastal 
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lifetime Chapter membership for the one -

time fee of $150. This will ease the burden 

on annual dues collection, provide a more 

ready cash flow for meeting planning, and 

to our younger professionals, should pro-

vide costs savings over average academic 

tenure. None of these changes affect stu-

dents, however, who currently do not have 

to pay Chapter dues to be a member if  

associated with a formal student subunit.   

     Last, we continue to update our mem-

bership list and to evaluate the best way to 

make sure that each memberõs information 

is accurate and their payment of dues re-

corded. See page 9 of the newsletter for a 

membership list to -date. The òTreasurerõs 

Reportó (p.8) outlines the process for pay-

ing your dues, so please consider this a 

gentle reminder to pay your annual dues to 

help keep this the best chapter within the 

American Fisheries Society. Thank you!  

By Fred Scharf  

     Greetings every-

one! The Chapter 

annual meeting in 

Wilmington, NC, was 

a great success! Talks 

covered an array of 

estuarine and coastal 

fisheries topics, and 

the presenters did an 

outstanding job. At the Awards Social, I 

had the pleasure of presenting the Outgo-

ing Presidentõs Certificate to Jack Musick. 

Jack served as president -elect in 2007, 

organized the annual meeting held in Vir-

ginia in March 2008, and then served as  

president until March of this year.   

     The Chapterõs executive committee 

(EXCOM) also met during the meeting and 

got much accomplished. The bulk of the 

discussion centered on ensuring the future 

financial health of the chapter. Specifically, 

the EXCOM voted on two items related to 

annual Chapter dues.   

     First, the annual membership dues will 

increase from $7 to $10 beginning Jan. 1, 

2010. The dues have not increased for as 

long as I have been a member (7 years), 

and it is thought to be as long as 10 years 

since the last increase. The costs associ-

ated with hosting the annual meeting are 

often the primary expenses faced by the 

chapter, and these have risen considerably 

in the last decade. We make every attempt 

to break even on meeting costs, but many 

times this cannot be accomplished even 

with sponsorships. The EXCOM also felt 

that with a larger dues base we may be 

able to offer at future annual meetings 

more travel and presentation awards to 

students.   

     Second, the EXCOM voted to offer a 

University of Maryland Student Subunit News 

software could substantially benefit any 

fisheries studentõs resume and portfolio.   

     Other projects and events to come in 

2009 include a workshop to educate gradu-

ate students on the keys to preparing and 

to applying for National Oceanic and At-

mospheric Administration fellowships and 

federal fisheries positions. In October, 

members will volunteer at the Patuxent 

River Appreciation Days annual festival in 

Solmons, Maryland, and we will hold the 

5th Annual Bring -Your-Own-Species BBQ 

Feast.       

     If you are interested in getting involved 

with the subunit, please feel free to contact 

me. New membership is always welcome!  

 

Adam Peer, president  

UM Center for Environmental Science  

Chesapeake Biological Laboratory  

PO Box 38, Solomons, MD  20688  

Ph: 410-326-7373  Em: peer @cbl.umces.edu  

 

By Adam Peer  

     This spring our members have been 

incredibly busy in the field, lab and class-

room; yet, have still managed to be quite 

productive in subunit activities.  

     In March, our subunit was well repre-

sented at the Tidewater Chapter annual 

meeting in Wilmington, NC. Allison Chan-

dler, Kari Fenske, Carlos Lozano, Adam 

Peer and Rebecca Wingate gave oral pres-

entations of their research, and Maude 

Livings presented a poster. We are par-

ticularly proud of Kari Fenske, who re-

ceived the third -place award for best stu-

dent oral presentation. Great job Kari!    

     The remainder of this spring has fo-

cused on helping Assistant Professor Mike 

Wilberg organize a three -day AD Model 

Builder (ADMB) workshop that will be 

taught at the Chesapeake Biological Lab in 

August. The ADMB is a tool for the rapid 

development and implementation of multi-

dimensional, non -linear statistical models 

based on numerical curve -fitting algo-

rithms. The ADMB software offers numeri-

cal stability, fast and efficient computation, 

and high accuracy parameter estimates. 

The ADMB has become the principal mod-

eling tool used in fisheries stock assess-

ments by state and federal agencies, and 

thus, proficiency in the use of the ADMB 

Robust, nonlinear regression with AD Model 

Builder, freely downloaded for Windows, 

Linux and MacOS  at: www.admb -project.org.  
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East Carolina University Student Subunit News 

delivered oral and poster presentations, 

participated in executive committee meet-

ings, and in New Orleans, attended profes-

sional development workshops.  

     To wrap up another successful academic 

year and to thank members for their help, 

we held a shrimp boil. Special thanks goes 

to our graduating members: John Mohan, 

Jillian Osborne and Ryan Spidel!  

     Please visit our Web site for details and  

photos of our goings -on and to subscribe 

to our Listserv: www.ecu.edu/org/afs.  

By Katie Kleber & Cecilia Krahforst  

     This spring marked the ten -year anni-

versary of the East Carolina University 

subunit (ECU -AFS), and we celebrated the 

event in January at our annual banquet. Dr. 

Steven Cooke, professor of environmental 

science at Carleton University, presented, 

òThe Science of Recreational Fishing.ó We 

had near 70 people in attendance from a 

variety of agencies, returning alumni, and 

current student and faculty members.  

     The subunit also continued to carry out 

its mission of service and outreach with 

participation in the Grifton Shad Festival 

where we provided for òfishingó in our 

kiddy pool and answered questions about 

fisheries science.  

     We once more participated in Barefoot 

on the Mall, an ECU student organization 

fair. This afforded us an opportunity to 

fundraise. We raised over $200 for the 

subunit through òPie a Professor.ó Seven 

professors graciously volunteered to have 

pies thrown at them. Our top three fund-

raisers were Drs. Joseph Luczkovich, Reide 

Corbett, and Mary Farwell. Again, a big 

òthank youó to our willing professors! 

     Our fundraising efforts allowed us to 

continue funding student membersõ travel 

to scientific meetings. Ten students at-

tended the AFS Southern Division meeting 

in New Orleans, and five students attended 

the Tidewater Chapter meeting in Wil-

mington, NC. At both events, our students 

Duke University Student Subunit News 
efforts in the development of the CSF initia-

tive, DukeFish member Joshua Stoll was 

invited to serve as a student advisor on the 

Carteret Catch  Advisory Board.  

     As we enter our third year as a subunit, 

DukeFish has many other activities 

planned for this fall. Alongside The Coastal 

Society, we are planning the 9 th Annual 

Neuse River Foundation Triathlon to be 

held Sep. 5. As in previous years, we will 

participate in the North Carolina Seafood 

Festival held Oct. 2 -4 on the Morehead 

City waterfront. At the festival booth, 

DukeFish plans to sell locally harvested 

fish tacos to educate festival attendees on 

the merits of purchasing local seafood. 

Last, the great success of last yearõs Aqua-

culture Lecture Series has prompted plan-

ning for a second annual event.  

     If you are interested in learning more or 

By Nicholas Mallos       

     The òDukeFishó subunit is celebrating a 

very productive spring semester and is 

anticipating an equally prolific fall. The 

spring semester got underway with Duke 

University Marine Lab (DUML) members 

hosting a DUML Aquaculture Lecture Se-

ries.  Held in February, the series featured 

five representatives from government, 

nonprofit and private sectors. Guest speak-

ers successfully educated not only mem-

bers from Duke, but also, citizens from the 

surrounding coastal communities.   

     In March, DukeFish hosted a Local Sea-

food Happy Hour at Fishmonger's  Restau-

rant & Oyster Bar in Durham, NC, to kickoff 

our new community -supported fishery 

(CSF) initiative. Modeled after community 

supported agriculture, a popular way for 

consumers to buy local, seasonal food di-

rectly from a farmer, the CSF will establish 

a membership -based buying club in the 

Durham area for local seafood, furthering 

our mission of promoting sustainable 

coastal fishing communities and marine 

ecosystems. As a result of his vision and 

Budding young 

anglers òfishedó 

in a kiddy pool 

provided by the 

ECU-AFS  subunit 

at the 39 th Annual 

Grifton Shad Fes-

tival held April 14

-19, 2009, in Grif-

ton, NC.  

(L to R) Nicholas Mallos, Clare Fieseler, 

Alexis Ramirez, Joshua Stoll, Michelle Lo-

quine, and Kimberly Gordon promote con-

sumption of local seafood at a Happy Hour 

event held at Fishmonger's  Restaurant & 

Oyster Bar in Durham, NC, Mar. 26, 2009.    

REBECCA DEEHR  I ECU 

D r .  J o e 

Luczkovich gets 

pied during the 

ECU-AFS subunit 

òPie a Profes-

soró fundraising 

event held in 

conjunction with  

the  campus 

Barefoot on the 

Mall student  

union  event.  

JENNIFER  CUDNEY -BURCH I ECU 

UNKNOWN  I DUKE FISH  

 see DUKE page 4 


