
Chapter Annual Meeting Heads to Annapolis, Md. 

Chapter Researchers Collaborating and Sharing Data  

     Are you hooked? Have you 

decided that this is one meet-

ing you cannot miss? With less 

than two months to go, now is 

the time to start making your 

meeting arrangements.  

     A block of rooms at the 

Loews Hotel has been secured 

for meeting attendees. The 

reduced room rate is $99 per 

night (plus taxes), and reserva-

tions must be booked before 

Feb. 16 to guarantee availabil-

ity and rate.  

     Registration and abstract 

submission is open until Feb. 

19. All registrations received 

after this date will be charged 

a $10 late fee. Registration fees 

for this yearõs meeting are as 

follows: $90ðfull meeting 

(professional), $70 ðfull meet-

ing (student), and $45 ðone day 

(all categories).  

     To download a registration 

f o r m ,  v i s i t :  h t t p : / /

dnrweb.dnr.state.md.us/fish/

By Mike Luisi  

     The 2010 American Fisher-

ies Society (AFS) Tidewater 

Chapter (TWC) annual meet-

ing will be Mar. 18 -20 in Anna-

polis, Md.  

     Being held at the Loews 

Annapolis Hotel, its central 

location in historic downtown 

Annapolis ñthe capital city of 

Maryland ñ allows for an array 

of leisure experiences. Take a 

boat tour of the Chesapeake 

Bay, walk the grounds of the 

U.S. Naval Academy, or dine at 

one of the cityõs many fantastic 

restaurants. Everything you 

will need is within walking 

distance, including the Ramõs 

Head Tavern, a locally favorite 

brew pub which sports great 

happy hour prices made even 

better when enjoyed in the 

beer garden.  

     The Thursday night welcom-

ing poster social  will be held 

at the Navy-Marine Corps Me-

morial Stadium, located just 

minutes from the hotel. This 

will be a great opportunity to 

catch up with old friends and 

to read about some of the new 

and exciting fisheries research 

TWC members are conduct-

ing. After a day of talks on Fri-

day, the awards/dinner social 

will be hosted by the Chesa-

peake Bay Foundation at their 

Philip Merrill Environmental 

Centerñright on the shores of 

the Bay. The fare will be local 

barbeque and beverages.  

By Sara Mirabilio  

     The Atlantic Cooperative 

Telemetry (ACT) Network is 

working to maximize produc-

tivity and to ease data sharing 

among the regionõs users of 

passive acoustic receivers. 

Currently just shy of 4,000 ac-

tive tags, the ACT is helping to 

better understand migratory 

behaviors and habitat usage of 

35 fish species. New funding is 

allowing for web -portal crea-

tion. Consider sharing your 

transmitter code! Contact 

Dewayne Fox, dfox@desu .edu . 
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Opportunities: 

Submit your papers to the new 

American Fisheries Society interna-

tional, open-access, online journal 

Marine and Coastal Fisheries. Submit 

new manuscripts and associated 

correspondence at: mcf.allentrack.net. 

Or, you may also access the manu-

script submission site through the 

American Fisheries Societyõs Web 

site: www.fisheries.org.  
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The Tidewater Chapter annual 

meeting poster social will be 

held at the Navy -Marine Corps 

Memorial Stadium ñjust min-

utes from the hotel!  

LAXBUZZ .WORDPRESS.COM  

To date, the Atlantic Cooperative 

Telemetry (ACT) Network  con-

sists of 26 research groups from 

the Bay of Fundy to the U.S. Vir-

gin Islands with receiver arrays 

spanning small river drainages 

to large coastal systems.  

ACT VEMCO arrays  
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     As mentioned in the last newsletter, we 

have instituted a new membership dues 

structure, which took effect in January. 

Annual dues are now $10 (still free for stu-

dent members of our subunits) and can be 

paid at the annual meeting. Due to an over-

sight, if you paid only $7 when renewing 

your membership through the Parent Soci-

ety, you simply can pay the additional $3 at 

this yearõs annual meeting. There also is 

the new lifetime membership option at 

$150ña good deal for young profession-

als. I encourage many of you to consider 

this option.   

     We still are seeking nominations for 

officers, particularly President -Elect, and 

for awards; so, please consider stepping 

forward to serve the chapter.   

     Lastly, check out the redesigned chap-

ter Web site if you have not done so; it 

looks great! Thanks to Chad Smith for the 

nice work! Looking forward to seeing eve-

ryone in Annapolis!  

By Fred Scharf  

     Hello everyone!  

Time certainly has 

flown since our last 

newsletter, and I 

hope each of you had 

a productive field 

season and made it 

through the fall with-

out contracting the 

swine flu. Here in Wilmington, N.C., the flu 

epidemic has subsided a bit, only to be 

replaced by numbing cold weather, the 

likes of which is not often seen in this area!   

     The onset of the spring semester signals 

that our annual meeting is just around the 

corner. This yearõs meeting will be held 

Mar. 18-20 in Annapolis, Md. Be sure to 

thank Mike Luisi and staff for hosting and 

organizing this yearõs event. 

     Speaking of meetings, I heard that many 

Tidewater Chapter members participated 

in several ñthe Parent Society annual 

meeting held in Nashville, Tenn., and the 

AFS Early Life History Section held concur-

rently with the American Society of Ichthy-

ologists and Herpetologists meeting in 

Portland, Ore. I was not able to attend any; 

instead, my student, Nikolai Klibansky, and 

I traveled to Cadiz, Spain to participate in a 

workshop on gonadal histology of fishes. It 

was a great experience to network with 

and to learn from some of the leading re-

searchers in the field of fish reproductive 

biology.  Small, focused workshops pro-

vide an interactive experience that cannot 

be matched in a large conference setting, 

so take advantage of future workshop op-

portunities in your chosen research areas.  

     The Chapter Executive Committee held 

a mid-year meeting via conference call in 

November. We closed the books on the 

2009 annual meeting, thankfully breaking  

near even. The meeting costs almost en-

tirely were covered by registration fees 

and sponsor support.  

University of Maryland Student Subunit News 
ments, as well as the statistical and mathe-

matical concepts that the software is based 

on. The workshop was well -attended and 

was extremely worthwhile. We would like 

to thank sincerely Assistant Professor Mike 

Wilberg for taking time out of his schedule 

to teach the workshop.  

     In 2010, the subunit is planning on spon-

soring a speaker for the seminar series at 

the Chesapeake Biological Laboratory.  

We also will be helping out at the March 

chapter annual meeting in Annapolis.  

     If you are interested in getting involved 

with the subunit, please feel free to contact 

me. New membership is always welcome!  

 

Jason Robinson, president  

UM Center for Environmental Science  

Chesapeake Biological Laboratory  

1 Williams St, Solomons, MD  20688 

Em: jrobin@cbl.umces.edu  

By Jason Robinson  

     The fall semester is finally over and 

once again our members have been ex-

tremely productive. We would like to con-

gratulate Kari Fenske, Jason Edwards, and 

Deanna Hanks on successfully completing 

their masterõs degrees this fall. We also 

would like to thank outgoing president, 

Adam Peer, and welcome new members 

Amanda Colton, Chris Conroy, Jennifer 

Humphrey, and Brian Morris to the subunit.  

     In August, our subunit was well repre-

sented at the Parent Society annual meet-

ing in Nashville. Maude Livings, Adam 

Peer, and Kari Fenske gave oral presenta-

tions of their research, and Jennifer Bark-

man presented a poster. As we usher in the 

spring semester, we are looking forward to 

the upcoming Tidewater Chapter meeting 

in Annapolis and this yearõs Parent Society 

meeting in Pittsburgh.  

     The three -day, AD Model Builder 

(ADMB) workshop that our subunit has 

been planning finally happened this past 

August at the Chesapeake Biological Lab in 

Solomons, Md. The workshop focused on 

ADMB as a tool for fisheries stock assess-

University of Maryland subunit members at 

the Chesapeake Biological Lab holiday party.   

SAMANTHA  MAIS  I  UM 


