By Leonard Machut

Fellow followers of the toad-
fish, the 2011 American Fisher-
ies Society (AFS) Tidewater
Chapter (TWC) annual meet-
ing will be Mar. 10 -12 at the
Virginia Institute of Marine
Science (VIMS) in Gloucester
Point, Va.  Constituting the
silver (25™) anniversary of the
TWC, we are planning for a
gala event minus the formal
wear!

Being held at the Loews
Annapolis Hotel, its central
location in historic downtown
Annapolis i the capital city of
Maryland fi allows for an array
of leisure experiences. Take a
boat tour of the Chesapeake
Bay, walk the grounds of the
U.S. Naval Academy, or dine at
one of the
restaurants. Everything you
will need is within walking
di stance, incl
Head Tavern, a locally favorite
brew pub which sports great

25TH ANNIVERSARY

MCcI NERY

To commemorate the 25 t anni-
versary of the AFS Tidewater
Chapter, T -shirts with a special
anniversary logo will be for sale
during the meeting.

ci t y ¢happy hour prices made even

better when enjoyed in the
beer garden.

The Thursday night welcom-
ing poster social will be held
at the Navy-Marine Corps Me-

morial Stadium, located just
minutes from the hotel. This
will be a great opportunity to

catch up with old friends and
to read about some of the new
and exciting fisheries research
TWC members are conduct-
ing. After a day of talks on Fri-
day, the awards/dinner social

will be hosted by the Chesa-
peake Bay Foundation at their
Philip  Merrill  Environmental

Center fi right on the shores of
the Bay. The fare will be local
barbeque and beverages.

Are you hooked? Have you
decided that this is one meet-
ing you cannot miss? With less
than two months to go, now is
the time to start making your
meeting arrangements.

A block of rooms at the
cLoews Hotel has been secured
for meeting attendees. The
reduced room rate is $99 per
night (plus taxes), and reserva-
tions must be booked before
seeANNUApage 6
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Opportunities:

Submit your papers to the new
American Fisheries Society interna
tional, opaccess, online journal
Marine and Coastal Fishémag

new manuscripts and associated
correspondence at: mcf.allentrack.ne
Or, you may also access the manu-
script submission site through the
Ameri can Fisheri
site: www.fisheries.org.
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By Sara Mirabilio

The Atlantic Cooperative
Telemetry (ACT) Network is
working to maximize produc-
tivity and to ease data sharing
among t he
passive acoustic receivers.
Currently just shy of 4,000 ac-
tive tags, the ACT is helping to
better understand migratory
behaviors and habitat usage of

regio

To date, the Atlantic Cooperative

Telemetry (ACT) Network con-

sists of 26 research groups from
the Bay of Fundy to the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands with receiver arrays

spanning small river drainages

to large coastal systems.

35 fish species. New funding is
allowing for web -portal crea-
tion. Consider sharing your
transmitter code! Contact
Dewayne Fox, dfox@desu .edu.
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By Fred Scharf

Hello  everyone!
Time certainly has
flown since our last
newsletter, and |
hope each of you had
a productive field
season and made it
through the fall with-
out contracting the
swine flu. Here in Wilmington, N.C., the flu
epidemic has subsided a bit, only to be
replaced by numbing cold weather, the
likes of which is not often seen in this area!

The onset of the spring semester signals
that our annual meeting is just around the
corner . This year6s
Mar. 18-20 in Annapolis, Md. Be sure to
thank Mike Luisi and staff for hosting and
organizing this

Speaking of meetings, | heard that many
Tidewater Chapter members participated
in severalil the Parent Society annual

dent 0s

year 0:

meeting held in Nashville, Tenn., and the
AFS Early Life History Section held concur-
rently with the American Society of Ichthy-
ologists and Herpetologists meeting in
Portland, Ore. | was not able to attend any;
instead, my student, Nikolai Klibansky, and
| traveled to Cadiz, Spain to participate in a
workshop on gonadal histology of fishes. It
was a great experience to network with
and to learn from some of the leading re-
searchers in the field of fish reproductive
biology. Small, focused workshops pro-
vide an interactive experience that cannot
be matched in a large conference setting,
so take advantage of future workshop op-
portunities in your chosen research areas.

The Chapter Executive Committee held
a mid-year meeting via conference call in
November. We closed the books on the
2009 annual meeting, thankfully breaking
near even. The meeting costs almost en-
tirely were covered by registration fees
and sponsor support.

Cor ner

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we
have instituted a new membership dues
structure, which took effect in January.
Annual dues are now $10 (still free for stu-
dent members of our subunits) and can be
paid at the annual meeting. Due to an over-
sight, if you paid only $7 when renewing
your membership through the Parent Soci-
ety, you simply can pay the additional $3 at
this yeards annual
the new lifetime membership option at
$150f a good deal for young profession-
als. | encourage many of you to consider
this option.

We still are seeking nominations for
officers, particularly President -Elect, and
for awards; so, please consider stepping
forward to serve the chapter.

Lastly, check out the redesigned chap-
ter Web site if you have not done so; it
looks great! Thanks to Chad Smith for the
nice work! Looking forward to seeing eve-
ryone in Annapolis!

University of Maryland Student Subunit News

By Jason Robinson

The fall semester is finally over and
once again our members have been ex-
tremely productive. We would like to con-
gratulate Kari Fenske, Jason Edwards, and
Deanna Hanks on successfully completing
their master ds
would like to thank outgoing president,
Adam Peer, and welcome new members
Amanda Colton, Chris Conroy, Jennifer
Humphrey, and Brian Morris to the subunit.

In August, our subunit was well repre-
sented at the Parent Society annual meet-
ing in Nashville. Maude Livings, Adam
Peer, and Kari Fenske gave oral presenta-
tions of their research, and Jennifer Bark-
man presented a poster. As we usher in the
spring semester, we are looking forward to
the upcoming Tidewater Chapter meeting
in Annapolis and
meeting in Pittsburgh.

degr eef

SAMANTHA MAIS | UM

University of Maryland subunit members at
the Chesapeake Biological Lab holiday party.

The three-day, AD Model Builder
(ADMB) workshop that our subunit has
been planning finally happened this past
August at the Chesapeake Biological Lab in

t hi s Solomons, Md. The workshop focused on

ADMB as a tool for fisheries stock assess-

ments, as well as the statistical and mathe-
matical concepts that the software is based
on. The workshop was well -attended and
was extremely worthwhile. We would like
to thank sincerely Assistant Professor Mike
Wilberg for taking time out of his schedule
to teach the workshop.

In 2010, the subunit is planning on spon-
soring a speaker for the seminar series at
the Chesapeake Biological Laboratory.
We also will be helping out at the March
chapter annual meeting in Annapolis.

If you are interested in getting involved
with the subunit, please feel free to contact
me. New membership is always welcome!

Jason Robinson, president
UM Center for Environmental Science
Chesapeake Biological Laboratory

y1 Williams St, Solomons, MD 20688
Em: jrobin@cbl.umces.edu

meet i
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East Carolina University Student Subunit News

By Cecilia Krahforst & Katie Kleber

The summer and fall semesters have
been exciting ones for our subunit. We
adopted the theme of diversity in the
hopes of attracting students and faculty
from a variety of coastal disciplines. To-
wards this end, we had Dr. Alex Manda
from the Geology Department present at

JENNIFER CUDNEY -BURCH | ECU

Ocean Adventure Campers (ages
learned how to measure, weigh and identify
some common, coastal North Carolina fish.
They also used dissecting microscopes to
look at fish scales and otoliths.

9 -11)

our October business meeting. He spoke
on the hydrogeography of coastal systems
and the important connection between the

surface geology and the fishery. For our
November meeting, Dr. Charlton Godwin

from the NC Division of Marine Fisheries
explained the differences between fresh-

water and marine stock assessments and
their applications.

In July, the labs of Drs. Luczkovich and
Rulifson were hosts to the Ocean Adven-
ture Camp. The campers (ages 9 -11)
learned about the ecology of fish. They
looked at fish food, learned some internal
and external anatomy, and aged a fish.
They also had the opportunity to weigh and
measure fish, listen to fish sounds, and
learn about how researchers use active
acoustics to follow spiny dogfish migra-
tions.

Moving into fall, the subunit participated
in several volunteer activities. In Septem-
ber, we sent volunteers to Morehead City,

CHAD SMITH | ECU

East Carolina University subunit members
and volunteers work together to plant a rain
garden in Morehead City, N.C., in Sep. 2009.
N.C. to plant rain gardens. The subunit
once again organized the annual Big
Sweep river clean -up on Oct. 3. Turnout
was excellent, with 75 people from campus
and the local community volunteering their
time. We removed 1,100 pieces of trash
seeEClpage 6

Duke University Student Subunit News

By Jennifer Bruce

This fall proved to be a very busy one
for the oDukeFishbo
our oWal ki ng
fishery (CSF) initiative. The pilot share,
which ran from August to December, deliv-
ered over 6,000 pounds of North Carolina -
caught seafood to 400 members. Members
received a variety of species over the 12
weeks, including familiar species like
flounder and clams, as well as local favor-
ites like spot and jumping mullet. Mem-
bers also received weekly recipes from a
local restaurant, a filleting demonstration,
and a reusable insulated bag. We have
been overwhelmed by the positive re-
sponsefi fall shares sold out within three
weeks, and over 800 people have ex-
pressed interest in signing up for our
spring share. Walking Fish has been fea-
tured in local newspapers and on a local

su
F i-supportedc o addition to our CSF initiative, such as send-

NPR station, and has received the 2009
Sustainabl e North
DukeFish has pursued other activities in

ing six members to the Parent Society an-

DukeFish president, Nick Mallos, introduces
flounder to some young Walking Fish CSF
members.

nual meeting in September. In October,

C a r oDukefish raisef meneykiod Caltered Catth,

a local nonprofit dedicated to promoting
North Carolina seafood, by selling seafood
tacos at the North Carolina Seafood Festi-
val in Morehead City. The fish tacos also
allowed us to educate customers on the
benefits of local and sustainable fish. Fi-
nally, DukeFish sponsored two movie
screenings, one of which discussed over-
fishing, while the other highlighted the
success of the Port Clyde Fresh Catch CSF.

The coming spring promises to be
equally busy, as we continue to meet with
local fishermen and processors to set up
the Walking Fish CSF spring share, tar-
geted to start in March or April. Addition-
ally, DukeFish is organizing a Duke Univer-
sity Marine Lab spring lecture series focus-
ing on the state of North Carolina fisheries
seeDUKMage 6
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University of North Carolina Wilmington Student Subunit Ne

By Nikolai Klibansky

The fall meeting series started off strong
for the University of North Carolina Wil-
mington student subunit thanks to a fasci-
nating talk on the invasion of lionfish in the
southeast given by Dr. James Morris of the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration Lab in Beaufort, N.C. Atten-
dance was high, and
tion was well -received as evidenced by
the barrage of questions that followed. We
eventually had to cut off the flow of ques-
tions to let our speaker go, but not before
he piqued the interest of all who attended.

Later in the fall semester, subunit mem-
bers assembled in Friday Hall one evening
to talk more informally about fish over
pizza and various sugar -based beverages.
The casual setting allowed newcomers to
meet veteran subunit members, and an
outgrowth was planning together the logis-
tics for a beach seining trip at Wrightsville
Beach, N.C. The following Saturday morn-

D way. AVMdozenios &

ing, an unsea-
sonably cold Oc-

tober day, we
suited up and
pulled a seine

through sheltered
waters of the In-
tracoastal Water-
SO species were
caught in man-
ageable numbers,
so several mem-
bers got their first
experiences with
beach seining and
their first look at
what lives in the
shallows.

NSKY | UNCW
A UNC Wilmington

subunit beach seining

trip to Wrightsville

Beach, N.C., ended
with members catch-

ing nearly a dozen
estuarine species like

pompano and permit

shown above.

K o o i
NIKOLAI KLI

For our final meeting of the semester,

members Nikolai Klibansky, Joe Facen-
dola, and Jon Vanderfleet led a food habits
workshop, open to non -members. Partici-

pants learned how to locate the stomach of
species like black drum, southern floun-

der, and bluefish, and attempted to identify

the contents. Expertise of participants var-
ied broadly, and though some may have
learned that they never want to look at fish
guts again, the overall response was very
positive. Thanks to the NC Division of Ma-
rine Fisheries for providing us with fresh

specimens to work with!

Finally, we congratulate members
Hillary Lane, Janie McAuliffe, and Adam
Branson for successfully defending their
masterds theses.

To become involved or to see upcoming
events, visit: http://student.uncw.edu/org/
AFS. Or, contact:

Nikolai Klibansky, president

Department of Biology and Marine Biology
University of North Carolina Wilmington
601 S. College Dr, Wilmington, NC 28405
Em: nk5371@uncw.edu

Delaware State University Student Subunit News

By Johnny Moore

The fall semester at Delaware State
University (DSU) has been very exciting
and productive. Students from DSU at-
tended the Mid -Atlantic Chapter annual
meeting held Oct. 1 -2 at the Richard Stock-
ton College of New Jersey.

On the heels of this, the subunit again
participated in the
annual Coast Day held at the Hugh R. Sharp
Campus in Lewes, Del. on Oct. 4. Coast
Day gives visitors the opportunity to learn
the importance of natural resources found
in and around
while offering fun and exciting exhibits.
The day was a great success, and we en-
joyed telling people about the fun and ex-
citing research we conduct at DSU. Subunit
members currently are studying a broad
range of species, including sand tigers,
oysters, Atlantic and Gulf sturgeon, Ameri-

U
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BRAIN RECKENBEIL | DSU

Delaware State Univ. students listening to a
poster explanation during a poster session at
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-

(o]

can eel, weakfish fi even, diatoms.

The East Coast
Expo at the Ocean City (Maryland) Con-
vention Center the end of January is an-
other event that DSU students and staff are
planning to attend. This event affords us an
opportunity to interact with local commer-
cial and recreational harvesters.

We would like to congratulate several
DSU graduates on successfully completing
their master8s
larly, active member Naeem Willett, and
we extend a warm welcome to the new
faces in our program. We look forward to
the New Year and experiencing the excit-
ing challenges that our research and
classes give us, as well as presenting our

PLOLVWUDWLRQ -V (GXFDWLR QDT HFGWFATRIMEEINSS

gram Fifth Education and Science Forum held
in Washington, D.C. at Howard University
from Nov. 12 -14, 20009.

If you would like to become involved,
contact Johnny Moore, president, at:
johnny_mo85@yahoo.com.

Commer ci

cour sewor



