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Distribution of brook trout in the southeast is limited primarily to a
relatively narrow band along the Appalachian mountain range, terminating

a few miles north of Dahlonega, Georgia. For the most part, at least in

the more southern extremities, brook trout are limited to very small head-
water streams above 2500' in elevation. Populations of rainbow and brown
trout in these same areas range as Tow as 1200 feet elevation. Most existing
ropulations are isolated from downstream rainbow and brown trout by waterfall
or other physical barriers.

As a ceneral rule, brook trout distribution has steadily declined over the
past 50 years. The decline has been very slight in most states. over the
rast 10 years with at least two states showing minor increases in range and
standing crops. It appears that invasion by rainbow Lrout is the b1ggest
threat to brook trout in the soutneast. .

The majority of native streams Tie on National Forest or Park Service lands.

The following tahulation presents status of native brook trout population
by individual states:

West Virginia

Approximately 200 native brook trout streams totalling 564 miles
and 283 surface acres.

Sicnificant ircrease in standing crops and minor increase in
mileage over the last 10 years due to better control of develop-
ment projects.

Virginia

1,183 miles pure brook trout stream; 61 miles mixed brook and
broun, 141 miles mixed brook and rainbow; 25 miles mixed brook,

brown, and rainbow.

Very minor loss of brook trout water due primarily to invasion
by rainbow.






