Report of the Sub-Committee on Trout Streams
of the Forest Game Committee
Southeastern Section of the Wildlife Society
Clearwater, Florida

1964
A meeting of the Sub-Committee was held during the period September
14-16, 1964 with all members attending. The meeting included field
trips in Georgia, North Carolina, and Tennessee to observe and compare
damage to streams in recognized problem areas with relatively undamaged

ones.

Our definition of a trout stream is a flowing, dynamic, stream system,
including all tributaries, which sustains a resident population of
trout within its boundaries and is limited at the downstream end only
by temperatures exceeding the lethal limits of any trout species.
Your Sub-Committee believes that trout streams in the southern
Appalachian Mountains represent a unique and non-renewable resource
of tremendous value within the overall forest complex and that en-
croachment by various "special use" interests appears to be gaining
ground at an alarming rate. The Sub-Committee feels it is past time
for an evaluation of these streams with respect to their worth as

a part of the overall forest complex and as a recreation resource

in their own right. And we charge that the recreation benefits pro-
vided by these streams must be considered at the top of the ladder

in any enumeration of quality recreation.






