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MEMORANDUM

TO: Trout Committee Members
FROM: Jeff Durniak, Chairman
DATE: February 25, 1992
SUBJECT: * 1991 Meeting Minutes

The 1991 AFS Southern Division Trout Committee Meeting was held
on May 7 at the Will-O-Wisp Resort on Deep Creek Lake, Maryland. Many
thanks to Bob Bachman, Ken Pavol, and their Maryland DNR associates
for excellent meeting arrangements and a productive Trout and Timber
Workshop which followed. Please see the enclosed summary of workshop
presentations. Highlights of our committee meeting are summarized
below.

After the introduction of members and guests, there was the
traditional (and unabbreviated) round table discussion of ongoing
projects. The following agency representatives reported on their
current work efforts.

Great Smoky Mtns. National Park (Steve Moore): New genetic evidence
from brook trout populations with no history of stocking strongly
suggests the existence of a distinct strain. Interestingly, brook
trout biomass in those streams appears to be double that for brook
trout streams that have been stocked in the past.

Large natural variation in rainbow and brown trout populations
has been documented through an annual monitoring program. The effects
of natural stressors (droughts and floods) versus fishing regulation
changes were discussed.

Tennessee (Rick Bivens): Rick was recently promoted to the Coldwater
Biologist position for Northeast Tennessee. Rick replaced Price
Wilkins, who retired last year. TWRA plans more extensive data
collection on wild trout streams and is developing tailwater trout
management plans. Through TWRA funding, Jim Habera has been hired as
a coldwater research coordinator at the University of Tennessee.

North Carolina (Chris Goudreau): Trout fishing regulations have been
changed to place more emphasis on wild trout management. Brook trout
distributions are being entered into the state GIS database. A long
term trout population monitoring plan is presently being developed,
and the MICROFISH software program is being adapted to meet that
project's needs.






